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NOTICE 



The Annual Report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction ii 
forwarded to the several County Clerks for distribution as follows: 

One copy to each County Clerk, County Treasurer, Township Clerk, (for 
the use of School Inspectors,) and District Director. 

Where there is a district library, the Report should be there deposited; 
and where there is none, the Director should deliver those received while 
in office, to his successor, at the expiration of his term. 

The report for 1865 has been delayed considerably beyond the usual' 
time, by the large amount of other public work in the hands of the printers. 
It has usually been expected to have the Report through the press by the first 
of January. This has sometimes been done ; but at the expense of omitting 
much interesting statistical matter, for want of time to prepare the same. 
If Directors would always be prompt in making their Reports to the town- 
ship clerk at the close of the school year, as required by law, to secure the 
right of the districts to the Public money, the Report of the 'Superintendent 
might go to press at least a month earlier than it usually does. But the 
Inspectors wait for the Directors, and the Superintendent cannot com- 
mence his Report till the reports of the Inspectors are generally received, 
and time taken to revise and sum them up; and by the time he can begin 
to prepare his Report, it ought to be half through the hands of the printers. 
The printers have, therefore, in the present case, in one sense, done us a 
favor by their delay; and it is believed that no Report has ever been 
published containing fuller details of the working of the schools. 

Care has been taken to exclude everything not of real value; and that 
every class of men and minds may find an interest in some portion of the 
work. The rapid increase of population the past year, and the greatly 
enlarged expenditures for school purposes, make it peculiarly desirable 
that the Report should be full. To the attention of all friends of Education 
it is commended. 



Ofbicb of S&ebintendent op Pubuo Instbugtion, ) 
v Lansing, December 15, 1866. ) 

lo Eta Excellency H. H. Crapo, Governor of the Stole <ff 
Michigan: 

Sib — I have the honor to submit herewith, in accordance 
•with the requirements of the lafrs of the State, the annual re- 
port of the Department of Public Instruction, for the year 1865. 
I remain, very respectfully, yours, &c., 

% ORAMEL HOSFOBD, 

Superintendent of Public Instruction. 



REPORT. 



Each year, as it passes, leaves its record to history. Five 
years crowded with events of most thrilling interest have just 
dosed, marking a fearful period in our country's history. 

The terrible war, that has filled our land with sorrow, has 
been carried on at a fearful expense. Every department of la- 
bor has sent its host of representatives to the tented field. All 
the learned professions have been prompt to report their quota 
whenever a call was made. Our Universities, Colleges, Acade- 
mies and Public Schools, have freely given of both teachers and 
pupilsto swell the grand national army. 

An army was raised and taken to the field as by magic. 
Without strewing the dragon's teeth, there sprang, as it were, 
from the very earth, a mighty host fully equipped for the con- 
flict. Men from every rank and occupation, as if touched by 
the magician's wand, were instantly changed to effective sol- 
diers. The record made by the glorious Seventeenth will never 
be effaced. Scarcely a half month had elapsed from the time 
they were quietly teaching their classes, or pursuing their 
studies; holding the plow or pushing the plane, ere they found 
themselves in the fiercest part of the conflict at South Moun- 
tain. Three times fairly whipped — so declared by lookers-on 
who were familiar with the arts of war — they knew it not, but 
fought on more fiercely than at first, until they brought their 
■conquer ers captives from the field. The past year saw the close 
of this war. The vast army so suddenly and mysteriously 
raised, has as suddenly and mysteriously disappeared. The 
army blue has been exchanged for citizen's dress. The wea- 



4 PUBLIC INSTEUJTION. 

pons of war have quietly sought their resting places, and im- 
plements of peace are again every where seen. Our teachers 
have returned to their respective pests, and the students to 
their classes. # 

During all these years of darkness and doubt, the interest 
felt in our schools has not in the least abated. No schools 
have been discontinued, and only in a few instances have the 
numbers been materially- diminished. 

"We have been compelled to depend upon female teachers to 
conduct the schools to a much greater extent than formerly, 
but I am not'aware that the schools have suffered in conse- 
quence of this. A constant improvement has been observed 
both in the mode of instruction, and its thoroughness. 

The large succession which the returned soldiers make to our 
schools fills them all to the limit of their capacity. Most of the 
higher institutions oMearning are crowded with students, and 
many of our Union schools are compelled to close their doors 
and say to those standing without, there is no room. * 

Michigan never had more occasion to be proud of her schools 
and her school system than now. Their success thus far has 
been most gratifying, and all are looking with the fullest con- 
fidence for greater triumphs in years to come. "What a change 



has twenty years'wrought in the schools of this State. Then 
it was almost impossible to secure teachers competent to give 
instruction in the most elementary branches. The school 
houses were little else than shapeless piles of logs, scattered, 
here and there. These have given place to the beautiful white 
house, enclosed by a substantial fence, producing a most agree- 
able impression upon the stranger as he passes through the 
cdontry, while in the villages and large towns are seen those 
magnificent edifices devoted tb learning, which astonish even 
a New England traveler. These are constantly acting as po- 
tent educating forces, vieing with the best instructors in their 
work of discipline. For what child can visit these noble struc- 
tures from day to day, and tread those broad and airy halla 
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without an enlargement of the mind, and a development of the 
finer qualities of our nature. 

Well may a State be proud when the noblest structures 
found in all her towns are devoted to learning and religion. 
These are her towers of strength, her impregnable citadels. 
With these thoroughly garrisoned she need fear no enemy. 

But quite as great a contrast is seen in the schools them- 
selves. Those unorganized gatherings, denominated schools, 
have given place to our union or graded schools, under the 
supervision of instructors thoroughly prepared for their work. 

Every one visiting these schools is delighted with the order 
which prevails,* and the manifest interest which the pupils 
exhibit in their various exercises/ By the introduction of 
music and recreations, an entire relief is secured from that 
dreaded monotony which made the school-room more a prison 
cell than a pleasant resort for learning. - 

The present condition of our public schools and higher in- 
stitutions of learning, fully sustains the prediction long since 
made in relation to the mutually beneficial influence which 
these schools would exert upon each other. The University, 
the Colleges, and the Normal School, have been rearing teach- 
ers for our union schools. As soon as these educated teachers 
reached these schools, a change was immediately seen. The 
heterogenous assemblage of youth crowded into those con- 
tracted rooms, destitute of the means of ventilation, pursuing 
their studies without system or order, began to take shape, 
and assume some definite form. Courses of study were ar- 
ranged, and a rigid system of instruction was introduced. 

The results of the qhange were most desirable. The schools 
were at once graded, each pupil mingling with those of his 
own degree of advancement. Teachers assigned to these 
several departments were enabled to give their undivided 
attention to the pupils of that department; h^nce they could 
do their work better and more rapidly. New branches of 
study were introduced, and the whole course enlarged > so. 
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that now the union schools have become fountains of supply 
for the University and other colleges of the State. 

Again, the influence of these graded schools has been felt in 
the more remote districts. Many of their best teachers have 
been educated in these schools. The influence of these teach- 
ers has been to elevate the standard of the common schools, 
and to inspire in many of their pupils the desire for a more 
thorough course of study, which has led these pupils to seek 
the Union School, then the Normal, the University, or some 
of the Colleges of the State. Thus it is found true that 
already does the influence of the University reaoh the remotest 
district of the State, elevating the standard of Scholarship and 
drawing to itself many of ^he best minds in those neighbor* 
hoods. It does not require the prophet's ken to predict what 
the future will be. But to secure the highest success of our 
Schools some changes are needed, and, changes which some 
may deem radical. 

There seems to be a sentiment prevailing, to some extent, 
that our Schools have reached the limit of their power for 
good, or at least are doing all that is desired of them, and the 
only effort should be to preserve their present efficiency. This 
is not the sentiment of the officers of our Colleges and Semi- 
naries. They are constantly striving to enlarge their opera- 
tions, and perfect their courses of study. Any changes needed 
to accomplish these results are readily made. Why should not 
changes be made as readily in all our schools ? Every depart- 
ment of industry is becoming more and more effective in 
consequence of the changes which are introduced, which 
increase their productive power. 

It is believed that changes in our^school system can be in- 
troduced which will vastly improve our schools, enabling them 
to perform their work far better than it is now done. 

My worthy predecessor repeatedly urged upon the State 
certain changes which he deepaed of vital importance to the 
welfare of our Schools. I will simply say here that I most 
fully concur in the opinion of Mr. Gregory. I shall not now 
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discuss the merits of these proposed changes, as I intend to 
devote a sufficient space for their discussion in my next repdrt 

THE UNIVERSITY. 

It will be seen by Ae repeat of the Board of Eegents, that 
the University enjoys a most enviable prosperity. The immense 
number of its students reminds one of the old universities of 
England and the Continent. The growth of the University is a 
marvel to those accustomed only to the slow development of 
the colleges of the Eastern States. It is but a little more than 
a score of years since its doors were thrown open, inviting our 
young men to its new halls, and now more than a thousand 
crowd those halls, and* fill those spacious rooms. 

A detailed statement of the condition of the several depart- 
ments of the University, will be seen in the report of the 
Regents, found in the appendix. The facts set forth in this 
report must be most gratifying to the people of this State. 

The estimation in which the University is held by those of 
other States may be learned by reference to the catalogue for 
the last year, and observing the address of those whose names 
are recorded. Scarcely a Northern State but is represented, and 
Canada sends its scores to show its, appreciation of the advan- 
tages afforded by this imstitution for thorough^ culture. 

A recent visit was paid to the University by one^who enjoys 
a national reputation, not only for his success as a gospel min- 
ister, but for his deep interest in all matters pertaining^ to edu- 
cation; a man familiar with the schools and school systems 
not only of our own country but of foreign countries. I refer 
to Rev. Dr. Todd, of Pittsfield, Mass. He was so impressed 
with what he saw, that he was induced to publish an article in 
one of the prominent religious journals of Boston, giving an ac- 
count of his visit He says so many things of the Uuiversity, 
amd says them so well, that I deem it entirely appropriate to 
incorporate the article in this report. / 
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' The title of the article is " A Strong Engine." He then pro- 
ceeds to say: * 

"Tspent last Sabbath (Nov. 5) at Ann Arbor, Mich., where 
lioond a most powerful engine, hard at tyrk, and which is de- 
signed to lift tip the whole State of Michigan, to say nothing of 
neighboring States. I mean the University of Michigan. I 
was aware that here was such- an instrumentality, but I had no 
expectation of finding it planned on a scale so grand. Here ia 
an institution of learning, situated on the highest grounds, and 
overlooking a very beautiful country, rich in natural scenery of 
groves and meadows, pleasant homes and charming lawns. 
The grounds are ample, and when fully Ifcid out with winding 
walks, and shaded by full grown trees, after the feet of genera- 
tions have trodden them, and after "Addison's Walk," and 
u Johnson's Booms " can be pointed out—they will be surpas- 
singly beautiful. The buildings alone cost over one hundred 
thous and dollars, and if the money was not all laid out most judi 
dously, much of it was most wisely. For example, the library 
room is in fine taste, well arranged, already good in its 
contents, well kept, warmed and lighted, and open to the stu- 
dents nine hours daily. All there is to regret here is that it is 
not — as it should be — fire-proof. You are taken into the great 
rooms where the lectures are delivered, in law, medicine, chem- 
istry, &c, arranged to # contain 450 or 500 each; and nothing 
could exceed their neatness, their convenience, and their plan- 
ning. I was greatly struck with their cleanliness and order. 
The museum rooms contain the beginning of what will become 
very valuable in the arts, statuary, natural history, and the like. 
The latter is already an object of great interest, containing 
many animals and birds, and even what I never saw before, 
the Wolverine — from which the people of the State took their 
nickname. The poor fellow is only a matter of tradition— be- 
ing found now, seldom, if ever, this side of the Bocky Moun- 
tains. He is a fierce looking creature, and well becomes his 
name. The medical museum — if that is its title— arranged and 



SUPERINTENDENT 8 REPORT. 9 

collected, too, by Prof. Ford, is, in neatness, order, beauty of 
colfection and arrangement, a model. The laboratory, over 
which Prof. Douglass presides, excites admiration for its com- 
pleteness, its convenience and its unsurpassed neatness. The 
large dissecting room was another marvel. It might have been 
mistaken for a place of social gathering. I hesitate not to 
say that the Faculty, in the several departments, are most en- 
thusiastic, and most abundantly qualified for their duties 
And who would not be enthusiastic in such a place ? Here, 
where twenty years ago, this young institution graduated three, 
as its first class, are now about 450 medical students, over 800 
law'students, and over 800 classical, besides a classical acade- 
my, not having any Connection with the University, but which 
is an honor to the place— in all, nearly or quite twelve hundred 
young men, gathered to become fitted to the duties of profes- 
sional life. I should be glad, did my limits allow, to speak of 
each of the professors by name, for they richly deserve it 
The Chancellor, Rev. Dr. Haven, has been known in Boston as 
the editor of ZiorCs Herald, a gentleman of elegant address — 
laudatus a viris laudaiis. 

" One is much struck with the appearance of the students — 
not only fheir great number, but they look like tall, mature, 
earnest, wide-awake fellows. They are plainly older, on an 
average, than the stttdents in our Eastern colleges. They are not 
sent here; they come, because they want an education. Many 
of them had first to earn the money .that now supports them, 
and hence they look earnest and interested. I was delighted 
with this trait of character. It shows itself as they listen to a lec- 
ture, or a sermon, or anything else that they think worth hear- 
ing. We never spoke to a more appreciative audience. It was 
interesting, too, to notice what a large number of these stu- 
dents had been in the army. It was almost beyond belief. 
Here were captains, majors, colonels, and evei brigadier gen- 
erals; to say nothing of chaplains, all fallen back into the ranks, 
•doeQe, quiet, earnest students and good scholars. Arma cedunt 

2 
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togas. It so happened that I became best acquainted with the 
medical department, partly because some of the professors fea- 
ture in our own Berkshire Medical College. There are two things 
in this department which I noticed with great pleasure, viz: 
instruction given how to take care of their own* health, and 
how the well may preserve health, and also, a room fitted up 
with furnaces, retorts, burners, &c., &c., by which fifty students 
at a time, go through a course of analyzing and compounding 
— working out alone the solution of the many problems. This 
analytical arrangement is most complete, and enthusiastically 
pursued, 

" When one stands among the decayed palaces of old Venice, 
Jlis wonder is that the old Venitians— who gathered the wealth 
of the world by what we should now call robbery — should ever 
have had money enough to build such a city, and then" taste 
enough to enjoy it But when one stands here, his wonder is 
that the men, who, a few years ago, settled in this State, should 
have had forethought enough, comprehensive views, and large 
plans enough to create and plant such an institution. It is out 
of debt. Its funds are so ample — created by the sale of two 
townships of land, which, at their request, Congress set apart 
when the State was admitted intp the Union — that nt> student 
pays a cent of tuition ! It is all free ! Is it any wonder that 
they flock here in such crowds? Is it any wonder that some of 
these young men are willing to board two miles off, rather than 
not enjoy all these advantages ? 

" If there is any special want that I noticed— and what vis- 
itor ever went anywhere, and did not feel wise enough to make 
" some improvement — it is a new chapel — set apart for religious 
services, and used for those only. I want all the associations 
of such a place connected only with religion. And then they 
need an earnest, faithful, kind, bold preacher. The institution 
is a State concern, governed by Regents appointed by the State, 
and, of course, very anxious lest any one denomination shall 
be prominent; but I don't see why a warm, earnest, judicious 
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man could not bring those young men into contact with "the 
prince of all sciences," theology, without sectarianism. Beli- 
gion is essential to the training, development, and highest good . 
of man, and it is a grievous wrong to withhold from young men 
in the best period of life, in the formation of character, and in 
the estimate they make of their mission in this life, any of the 
best possible of religious advantages. No institution of learn- 
ing ought to be based on anything feebler than religion; and, 
in due time, every one will feel the absolute necessity of it. 
Of course I mean real, true, genuine, evangelical religion — and 
no sham. If I could have found this provision made for that 
noble gathering of young men, my visit would have been one 
of unaUoye*d enjoyment The kindness which I received, I felt 
must be respect paid not to me, but to New England. Their 
number of foreigners is so few, and they so generally come 
from the East, that the people claim to be more like Puritans 
than Massachusetts herself can claim. Semper maneat. . 

" What a mighty influence will this University have on that 
whole region ! What an amount of influence is to go from it 
every year ! 

"Farewell, beautiful spot! The stranger can but admire 
tfnd bless thee, and fervently pray that noble defenders of law 
and justice, able and skillful physicians, and glorious heralds 
of the cross, may go out from thee to bless this and all genera- 
tions to come, and that thou may est become a crown and a glory 
among the diadems of the West ! Esto perpetua." 

The want of a chapel, referred to by Dr. Todd, has been a 
felt want for a long time. It will be noticed that Pres't Haven 
speaks of this same matter. Nothing could be more appro- 
priate than the erection of a memorial chapel, in honor of the 
lamented dead who haye fallen to secure our liberties. While 
granite piles arise in other places to perpetuate the memories 
of those who have fallen, let the walls of this chapel go up, tes- 
tifying to the high regard in which the heroes of the University 
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are held, those who honored it while living, and being dead, 
shall ever continue to bestow upon it the richest honors. 

We would call special attention to that part of Pres. Havens 
^report which speaks of the department of Science, Literature 
and the Arts. He says that this department has not increased 
in numbers in proportion to the other two departments. Two 
reasons are assigned 'for this. One is the high standard of 
scholarship demanded by the department, as a condition of 
•entering it The other, which is doubtless the great reason 
of this difference, is the great haste which our young men 
♦feel to take the necessary steps to legally qualify them to enter 
some profession. 

The President, in his report, Bays: "It is painful to think of 
the superficiality and feebleness in scholarship which threaten 
•our western society, from the hot haste of our young men 
to assume the most difficult tasks of manhood without a 
proper training. The few instances of highly successful men 
who have not been educated largely in our schools, mislead 
this class of minds, who are not sufficiently well informed to 
see that on such subjects every rule has its apparent excep- 
tions. The great want of the day is, a thorough, accurate 
scholarship. There is a plenty of general information, of flip- 
pant familiarity with many subjects — but there is not enough 
of broad and thorough culture." 

I would endorse every word which is here said, and I am 
Tery glad to learn that the Begents are agitating the question 
of requiring of those who enter either the department of Law 
or Medicine, a rigid examination in their literary studies unless 
they are able to present a diploma from some accredited Col- 
lege. Nothing could be done which would so surely and so 
largely increase the reputation which these departments now 
so justly enjoy, as to require a liberal scholarship before 
entering upon either of their courses of study. 
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The following is the report of attendance in the several 
departments during the last year: 

NUMBER OF PROFESSORS AND INSTRUCTORS. 

Department of Science, Literature and the Arts, 18 

" Medicine and Surgery, . . 11 

•* Law, r ." 3 



Of these, three gave instruction in both the Literary and 
the Medical departments, and one in both the Literary and 
Law departments, making the total of the different individuals* 
employed as Professors and Instructors, 28. 

NUMBER OF STUDENTS. 

Department of Science, Literature and the Arts, 279- 

" Medicine and Surgery, 414 

Law. . . . 260 

Total, 953 

NUMBER OF GRADUATES. 

Department of Science, Literature and the Arts. 

Qivil Engineering, ^ 5> 

Bachelor of Science, 6 

Bachelor of Arts, 21 

Master of Science,. ..*. 7 

Master of Arts, 28 

Total, x 67 



Department of Medicine and Surgery. 
Doctor of Medicine, 71 



Department of Law. 
Bachelor of Law, 80 



Total number of those gadaating from the University 
during the year, 218 
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COLLEGES AND OTHER INCORPORATED SCHOOLS. 

The reports of such incorporated institutions of learning as 
have complied with the requisition of the law, may be found 
in the appendix. 

The reports of the several Colleges represent them in a most 
flourishing condition. 

Already are these institutions exerting an influence in this 
State which cannot be disregarded. The character of the 
gentlemen composing the faculties of these various Colleges, 
and their reputation for sound learning, is such as to com- 
mand the respect and esteem of all lovers of a thorough 
Christian education. The patronage given to these Colleges 
shows the estimation in which they are held. They are draw- 
ing around them numerous and strong friends, who are giving 
not only their influence to sustain them, but are also freely 
.bestowing their means to aid in their permanent endowment. 
Their present strength and influence, although but in the 
infancy of their growth, gives evidence of their future success. 

Every encouragement should be given to these institutions. 
There ought to be no State policy which will tend to cripple 
the efforts of those who kre so nobly contending with difficul- 
ties, in striving to rear institutions of learning which shall 
compare favorably with any Colleges in our land. The fear 
has been expressed that these Colleges can succeed only at the 
expense of the University. Are there any grounds for this 
fear ? The annual reports of these institutions represent them 
as constantly growing in strength. In some of them the num- 
ber of students is rapidly increasing. Their apparatus and 
libraries are yearly enlarging, and their funded property is 
becoming continually augmented. Their final success is 
annually growing less and less problematical. ^ 

Does this gradual and sure rising of these Colleges show a 
corresponding diminution of numbers or interest in the Uni- 
versity? When was its prosperity so great? It is stronger 
now in every respect than ever before. 
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It is a great mistake to suppose that the multiplication of 
Colleges to a certain limit, must of necessity weaken those 
s that may already be in operation. The planting of institutions 
of learning in various parts of the State, furnishing opportu- 
nities for acquiring an education, creates the desire for its 
acquisition in the breast of many of our youth who would 
never have thought of pursuing a course of study had not . 
these institutions been founded. 

Many persons go to these schools not thinking of remaining 
more than one or. two terms, or a year at most, but before the 
year ends they have become so interested in study, that they 
determine not to stop .until they have completed the college 
curriculum. Many of these young men find their way to the 
University. Thus the influence of these Colleges is to increase 
rather than than diminish the number of students in the 
University. Not only is the number of its students increased, 
but the public interest in its final grand success. There is no 
harm, then, coming upon the University or other State institu- 
tions from the prosperity of the various Colleges in the State. 
If we may judge from, the courses of study which these Col- 
leges publish as their curriculum, and which the several 
boards of visitors appointed to visit thes*e colleges affirm to be 
thoroughly pursued by them, we must conclude that the youth 
who for any reason choose to pursue their * studies in these 
Colleges will receive no special detriment in so doing. These 
Colleges, then, do no harm, but great good. Then let them 
live. Let all the encouragement be given them that can 
properly be granted. These institutions will yet become 
mighty auxiliaries in the educational work of the State. 

The following is a summary of the reports of those Colleges 
which have been sent to this Department: 

HILLSDALE COLLEGE. 

The College'edifices erected at an expense of $50,000. 

The invested fund of the College, $100,000. 

The course of study is arranged in four departments: 
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1. Classical College Course; 

2. English and Scientific Coarse; 

3. Ladies' Course; 

£. Preparatory Course. 

The number of instructors composing the faculty, 9. 

Additional teachers, as assistants and teachers of music, 
painting, &c, 10. f 

Whole number of students, 400. 

The average expense for the year, for board, tuitionj room- 
rent and incidentals, is $150. 

KALAMAZOO COLLEGE. 

•The property of the College, consisting of College edifices, 
library, apparatus, &a, and endowment, amounts to $113,750. 

Number of instructors in faculty, 9. 

The Courses of Study embrace a Classical and Scientific 
Course, with elective studies in each, and a Ladies' Course. 

The number of students are reported as largely increased. 
Number not given. 

OLIVET COLLEGE. 

Valuation of lands, buildings, library, apparatus, &c., $55,000. 

Endowment fund, $30,000. 

Number of instructors, 10. ^ 

Whole number of students, 336. 

Four departments of instruction are reported: The College 
Scientific, Ladies, and Preparatory. 

Efforts are constantly made to increase the funds of the Col- 
lege, and with gratifying success. The Trustees hope to be 
able to secure the endowment of another professorship at least 
the present year. 

ALBION COLLEGE. .* 

The valuation of the property of this institution not given. 

The courses of study embrace a Classical, Scientific, and Pre- 
paratory. 

The number of instructors, 7 

The whole number of students, 236 
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The College has the prospect of an immediate additional en- 
dowment of $100,000. It is hoped by the friends of the College 
that even this sum will be exceeded. 

HOPE COLLEGE. 

This is an enterprise just commenced. Its seal bears the 
date of 1866. 

This College is located in what is familiarly known as the 
Holland Colony, situated in Ottawa county, on Black Lake. 
This lake forms a fine harbor, as there is a great depth of water, 
and a fine opening into Lake Michigan. A general history of 
the College will be found in the appendix. 

The Faculty numbers 5 

The whole number of students, 23 

The amount expended up to the present time in buildings, 
salaries, &&, is about $50,000.. An effort is now being made 
to secure an endowment of $85,000, which promises to be 
successful. 

This College is under the supervision of the Dutch Reformed 
Church, and now promises to become an institution of widely 
extended influence. 

NOBMAL SCHOOL. < 

This institution, has, during the past year, enjoyed its usual 
prosperity. We regret to be under the necessity of announcing 
the resignation of Prof. A. S. Welch, so long the honored Print 
cipal of the Normal School.' The School was organized, and has 
thus far been developed, under his administration. The suc- 
cess of the School has been due to his earnest labors, aided, as 
he always has been, by a competent corps of instructors. The 
former worthy Superintendent, in speaking of the Normal 
School very justly remarked that " Michigan owes no small 
debt of gratitude to the able and devoted teacher and scholar 
who stands at the head of this enterprise, and whose rare 
ability as an organizer, seconded, as it has been, by 4 the hearty 
efforts of his colleagues, has made this School the pride; and 
blessing of the State." It was a source of great regret on the 
3 
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part of the Board of Education that Prof. Welch should deem 
it necessary, on account of declining health, to resign the place 
he has so long and so honorably filled. The Board will spare 
no pains to secure another Principal who shall be fully compe- 
tent to discharge the duties of that responsible position. In 
the meantime the duties of the Principal will be discharged by 
the different members of the Faculty, Prof. D. P. Mayhew act- 
ing as Principal. 

The number of instructors, 10 

The number of graduates, 20 

The number of students in the Normal Department, 255 

The number of pupils in the Experimental Department, . • 150 

Total in both departments, 405 

AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE. 

„ The report of the President of the Agricultural College rep- 
resents that College as enjoying unusual prosperity. Notwith- 
standing the various changes through which the College has. 
been compelled to pass, and in spite of many adverse in- 
fluences it has met, and with which it has been obliged to con- 
tend, it seems to be now resting upon a basis which must be 
permanent. 

The ample endowment arising from the grant of public lands 
by the general government, must remove all apprehension 
from the minds of the most skeptical, lest the College should 
prove a failure from lack of means to prosecute its proper 
work, or must always remain a burden upon the State. 
j^Those who have labored so untiringly to build up the Col- 
lege, are worthy of high commendation, and they should be 
encouraged in every way by those who are to reap the benefits 
of this institution, to continue on in the work so well begun. 
The College cannot immediately realize from this endowment 
of lands the means necessary to defray its current expendi- 
tures; but as soon as the lands can be disposed of, the College 
will be amply endowed, and will need no further aid. 
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The Faculty consists of, Professors, 5 

Of assistant instructors, - 2 

The whole number of students in the several classes, .... 88 

THE BEFOBM SCHOOL. 

This institution has from its commencement been regarded 
with special interest by the entire State. The success of this 
reformatory enterprise was never more apparent than during 
the past year. A few hours spent in visiting this School must 
oonvince any one of its importance. The order which every- 
where prevails is most pleasing. The cheerful industry of the 
boys, and their constant occupation in some profitable employ- 
ment, are in striking contrast with the life led by them before 
they came to the Reform School These boys acquire very 
great skill in the various kinds of manual labor performed. 
It is surprising to see how rapidly, and yet how neatly, they 
performed their assigned tasks. Boys cannot be kept under 
tfuch a course of training and not be made better by it 

The Superintendent is endeavoring as rapidly as possible to 
.grade the boys, both in respect to their studies, and labor, and 
also their recreation, permitting the younger to mingle with 
•the older as little as possible. As far as he has been afcle to 
accomplish the work of grading, so far he has found it advan- 
tageous to both classes, and to assist greatly in the general 
control of the School. 

In order to fully realize the idea of the Superintendent, 
some changes in the present edifice are needed. Additional 
buildings are imperiously demanded. The numbers are 
Already too great for the present accommodations, and yet 
new ones are constantly arriving. It is hoped that the needed 
Additions may be supplied as speedily as possible. 

TEACHERS* INSTITUTES. 

The spring and autumn series of Teachers' Institutes were 
held during the past year. The usual number of teachers 
were in attendance upon these Institutes. It is extremely 
difficult to make the appointment of the Institutes at such 
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time as to accommodate all the teachers who wish to attend 
them/ The summer term of many of the district schools does 
not close before the fall term of the union scho oh begins; hence 
there is no time when all can attend and enjoy the advantages 
of the Institute unless the schools can be permitted to have a 
recess of one week. This is too often prevented. Sometimes 
the school officers are entirely opposed to haying the school stop 
at all, and often is it true that they are unwilling to suffer the 
recess to occur unless the teachers will make up the time which 
they esteem as lost. The teachers are unwilling to lose the time, 
so the Institute is neglected and its advantages lost. This is 
tf loss far greater both to the school and the teacher than the 
recess for a single week. 

The Institutes were attended by an earnest and attentive 
class of teachers, who expressed themselves as highly gratified 
with the course of instruction given, and said that they should 
go to their work with renewed energy, and believing that they 
should be able to teach far better schools from the hints they 
had received. 

The spring series of Institutes were held as follows: At 
Hudson, beginning March 27; at Owosso, April 10; at Deca- 
tur, Apiil 17. An Institute was appointed at Union City, but 
could not be held, on account'of an epidemic prevailing there 
at the time of holding it, supposed at the time to be small pox. 

The following is the order of holding the fall series of In- 
stitutes: At Tecumseh and Coldwater, beginning August 28th; 
at Three Bivers and Lowell, beginning September 4th; at 
Almont, beginning September 11th; at Vermontville, begin- 
ning September 18th. 

THE EDUCATION OF TEACHERS. 

One of the most serious obstacles in the way of the complete 
success of the school system has beep, the difficulty of obtain- 
ing competent teachers for the district schools; and although 
important changes have been effected, and the condition of 
our sohools greatly improved, yet much more remains to be 
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done, before this sad want shall be folly supplied. The great 
demand was formerly for cheap schools; teachers must be 
obtained at very low wages — " the cheapest is the best" was the 
prevailing sentiment. Good schools are now called for, and 
competent teachers earnestly sought after. The beautiful 
school edifices which are found in so m&ny of our cities and 
towns, are evidences of the great change which has been 
wrought in the public mind. In the rural districts this 
change is made as manifest by the disappearance of the old 
log school house, and the beautiful white one, ample in dimen- 
sions and conveniently seated, taking its place. The erecticfL 
of these school edifices is the first step towards the elevation 
of the schools themselves. Those large buildings with their 
iinproved grounds, are attractive both to teachers and pupils. 
They have had their influence in inducing the youth of both 
sexes to devote years of study to prepare themselves to teach, 
and now they come to the schools thoroughly furnished for 
their work. 

The tJnion Schools of our State are now very largely sup- 
plied with teachers not only competent, but eminently success- 
ful. These schools are annually training teachers for the 
district schools. Teachers' classes have been organized in 
many of them, and have been conducted with gratifying 

M*llt8. 

A circular was issued by my predecessor propounding various 
inquiries in reference to these teachers' classes, and replies 
were returned which were exceedingly gratifying. Wishing 
to secure a similar report the present year, letters making like 
inquiries were sent to various schools of the State, and the 
following are some of the replies received: > 

Adrian, Mich., Nov. 17, 1866. 
Hon. O. Hosford, Superintendent Public Instruction: 

Dear Sir: In reply to your inquiries, I will state that we have had classes 
for teachers more or less regularly for years. Formerly they were organ- 
ized for the months of September and October, and again for March and 
April We tried to make a careful review of the common school studies; 
glTlng professional instruction as we could in the time allowed. Lattetls 
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we hare had such pupils come into classes that w,ere reviewing the common 
school studies for promotion to the High School. OurJAme does not allow 
as to form separate classes. It is, difficult to give an average of the 
attendance upon these classes. They have varied from five to twenty in 
number. It has not been our practice to call out our teacher's class in the 
school with any degree of regularity. We have had them take a school 
when our regular teachers have been^unable to be on duty, and have had 
them visit our schools freely to see how they were [conducted. It has 
seemed from all that we could learn that£they have made better teachers 
from what little we have been able to do. In our opinion there ought to 
be, and could be, a Normal Glass for every year, kept up in all our largo 
Public Schools in the State. 

We have used the word-method for years, and would not think of doing 
4way with it It gives a child a thought to begin with; whereas, the old 
method only gives an abstraction. We strive to make every topic passed 
over in our schools an object, first to be fixed in the mind, and then to be 
considered in all its length and breadth, so well and so long, that it will 
become a part of the being. The Pestolozzian system we have not in our 
schools; we firmly believe, however, that as a system, it is the correct one, 
and will be recognized as such by the American people at no distant period. 
I am with great respect, yours &c, 

F. HUBBARD, * 
Superintendent Adrian Public Schook, 



Coldwateb, Nov. 18, 1886. 
Hon. O. Hosford, Superintendent Public Instruction: 

Dear Sib: I respond with pleasure, to the inquiries of your note con- 
cerning " Teachers' Glasses:" 

1st. A Teachers' Glass has been organizedland maintained regularly in 
our schools for the past three years. 

2d. It has been taught only in the Fall Term, and continued six to eight 
weeks. 

3d. Average number in attendance has been about twelve. 

4th. The course of instruction has been.to review such studies as the 
members of the class would be required to teach, at the same time giving 
the best methods of presenting each topic to a class of pupils. Our classes 
have not been sufficiently informed upon .these studies, to warrant us, in 
our limited time, in substituting much [professional instruction for class 
drills, still, we have always given some time each day to methods of teach- 
ing and school government. 

5th. The members of the class have-not been required to practice teach- 
ing, but they have visited class exercises in the various departments. 

6th. Some members of our classes have done well as teachers; I do not 
know that any have done badly. 
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7th. We practice the word-method and nothing else, in teaching to read. 
We have done so for the past two or three years. Our classes learn to read 
more rapidly than they did by the old method, with no preceptible evil 
results attending. 

8th. In oar Primary and Intermediate departments, from twenty to 
thirty minutes a day are given to object teaching. The object teaching 
course is defined for each grade, and embraces lessons m form, color, plaee, 
animals, physiology, plants, drawing, and development of qualities, by 
means of lessons on objects. 

We try to make all bur Primary instruction conform to the principles 
which underlie the object-method of teaching, and we are more and more 
convinced that it is the true method of*teaching the younger pupils of our 
schools. Our success would be greater had our teachers received a more 
special preparation for this method of teaching. 

I trust some well defined course of instruction for Teachers' Glasses will 
soon be published. 

Very respectfully yours, 

W. S PERRY. 
Supt. Ooldwater Public Schools. 



Dowagiac, Nov. 18th, 2865. 
Mb. Hosford: • 

Dear Sir: Tours of the 14th inst. is at hand, and I reply by saying that 
this present term we have had no teachers' class, owing to the crowded 
state of our school, and want of help. 

It is our intention to have such a class regularly taught in our school* 
We had one class of ten in number a year since. The session of the class 
was eight weeks. 

Professional instruction was given daily, and the members required to 
teach in and visit daily the various departments, under the supervision of 
the instructor. ' / 

In case of the temporary absence of a teacher, some one of the class was 
sent to fill the vacancy, and in one case one took the place of a teacher for 
six weeks, to the satisfaction of all. 

Host of this class have since taught, and some are teaching now, with 
good success, thus evincing that much good may be derived from these 
classes, by giving the teachers in our country districts that instruction 
which is much needed and rarely obtained elsewhere. 

We practice teaching by the word method, until about fifty or more 
words are learned, so that the pupil knows them by sight, can print them 
on the blackboard, or set them up rightly from printed letters. We then* 
put the book into the hand of the pupil, teaching him the new words a* 
they occur, and at the same time teaching them to spell and print them. ' 
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We have had good success by this method, and find that the pupils learn 
the words as readily without knowing the letters as they do after they have 
learned them. 

We use the' object method some, and find it of most value used in con- 
nection with the word method, drawing and composition. With the latter 
it may be made of great use, as it aids the child greatly in the cultivation of 
He powers of description. 

I am, with respect, yours, 

fj. L. WHITNEY. 
•8upL Dowagiac Public Schools. 



Grand Rapids, Mich., Nov. 16th, 1866. 
Prot O. Hosford, Supt. Public Instruction: 
Deab Sir— In reply to your recent inquiries, I would say— 
1. We have a teachers' class; of late, i. e., for the past four or five yean, 
it has been formed regularly. 

. 2. The class has been taught In the fall term only, and the sessions have 
lasted six or eight weeks. 

3. The average number in attendance has been a little less than thirty; 
about twenty-eight 

4. We have usually given the class three separate divisions for recita- 
tion, that they might review their school studies. Considerable time to 
given in these recitations for considering methods of teaching. About 
twelve lectures are given them upon elementary instruction, the "\nord 
method," object teaching, classification and discipline of schools, &c, the 
whole preceded by a brief discussion of the faculties to bo educated, and 
the aims of education. The last two or three days are given to a thorough 
oral and written examination, and the accompanying form of diploma Is 
awarded to the deserving. 

6. They have not. They are simply expected to visit the schools tond 
observe. 

6. Pupils profess and seem to be benefitted by the class instruction. 

7. We have long used the word method, with undoubted success. Our 
teachers know no other. I have usually advised a modification of the 
method in the teachers' class. 

& W* use what I understand by the " object method n to some extent. 
I have observed the workings of the system tor several years in Syracuse 
and Oswego, and while I object to the term and their use of the method, it 
seems to me that there is a principle at the bottom of the system which is 
very valuable, if not very new. That the pupils should have ideas, and not 
mere words, seems to me the essence of it all. Incidentally it follows that 
when a pupil is talking of any object, he will have a more correct and vivid 
conception of it if he uses his own senses upon the object, and does not get 
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Ills notion of it from a mere description. Bat the principle goes much far. 
ther. It seems to me quite an analagous case, for instance, .when the pupil 
is talking about memory, in Mental Philosphy, to refer him constantly to , 
consciousness and experience for a correct conception of ithat faculty of the 
mind. Prof. Greene's recent report expresses my views on tlSis snbjeet 
perfectly, abating, perhaps, a little from his laudation of the system as pur- 
sued at Oswego. 

It is not advantageous for us to do the work spoken of above, as it in- 
terrupts our regular work, and is no considerable source of revenue, as we 
we should have nearly all these pupils at any rate> It seems to me thai 
our Legislature should either locate a branch of the Normal School here, 
or recognize our work so far as to give validity to our certificate, alter a m 
prescribed examination, and to pay us something for it. It is quite prob- 
able that we shall drop the class hereafter. 

Very respectfully, 

E. A. STRONG. 
SupL Public Schools, Grand Rapid* 

.The following is the form of the certificate above referred to : 

NORMAL DEPARTMENT, \ 
Grand Rapids Public Schools, f 

This is to Certify-, That , having received a 

course of instruction in Methods of Teaching, and completed the studies of 

tlfis Department, is believed to be competent to teach Orthography,* , 

Reading, , Geography , Grammar, , Arithmetic, t 

and the studies usually taught in a Common School. 

Prin. of Normal Depfc. 

/ Supt/of Public Schools. 

Grand Rapids, .., 186 



Nelrs, Nov. 24, 1865. 
Ho* O- Hosford: 

Dear Sir: In reply to your inquiries, I will state, that there is now in 

^he High School of this city, a Teachers' Class of about fliteen members. 

The members of this class are required to attend the regular Teachers' 

Meetings, are instructed by lectures, and conduct recitations in different 

departments of the Public Schools. 

A majority or the teachers now engaged in the schools of this city, were 
educated principally in our High School, and their success is very gratify- 

•Theso figures indicate the merit or the pupil in the studies of this Department, 100 being 
the highest grade. 

4 
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ing. Five of these persons are Principals of departments, and live are 
Assistants. 

The Phonic Method of teaching reading has been pursued for the past 
two years, and with marked success. 

WILLIAM H. PAYNE, 

Principal 



Pontiao, Not. 15th, 1866. 
Hon. O. Hosfobd: 

Dear Si#: To your letter of the 13th inst, I reply: 

1st. We hare a Teachers' Glass during the first six weeks of the Fall and 
Spring Terms regularly. 

2d. The average number in attendance has been twelve. 

3d. I have taught the class, and have pursued a course to thoroughly 
fit them lor giving instruction in our district schools. 

4th. They have nfJt practiced teaching in the class ; and I think the class 
has been very successful, as those sent out to teach have succeeded well/ 

5th. We practice the word-method in teaching pupils to read. Still I da 
not confine them exclusively to that, as I have succeeded better by devot- 
ing a small portion of the time to teaching the letters; not that they wiU 
not learn the letters from the other method, but more for diversion and to 
keep up an interest. I have used this method for three years with perfect 
success. 

6th. I do not adopt the object method of teaching, in the popular sense* 
but adopt it in all my teaching as much as common sense will warrant, but 
not to make it a hobby. I have good success in employing it to a limited 
extent, as occasion may suggest, but I do not believe in the Oswego and 
Normal School method. 

It is like throwing one into the sea, because water is good to quench 
the thirst. 

Hoping this may be satisfactory, I am very truly, 

CHARLES HURD. 
Supt. Pontiac Public Schools. 



Romeo, Nov. 18, 1866. 
Hon. Oramel Hosford: 

Dbar Sir: Tours of the 13th inst., has been received. Your questions 
I will answer in the order they are proposed: 

1st. A Teachers' Glass has been organized in Dickinson Institute for 



superintendent's ebpoet. 2T 

more than six years, whenever there have -been a sufficient number of" 
scholars who desired its privileges. 

2d. It has been taught each term," (with few exceptions,) and continued 
about ten weeks of the term. 

3d. The number of its members has varied from eight to fifteen. 

4th. We have the constant assistance of a teacher graduated at a New 
Bngland Normal School, who has charge of most of the classes, which 
study the branches generally taught in our Public Schools. All the instruc- 
tion given is intended to be of such a character as to meet the wants of 
candidates for teaching as well as those preparing for business, so that less 
time is required for instruction to the Teachers' Glass separated from the- 
other classes. We give what may be termed professional instruction once - 
a week, (sometimes every day,) on the Theory of Teaching,— passing over 
all the general topics not taken up in daily recitation. In these exercises • 
the scholars read essays on the subjects previously given but, and then 
listen to familiar lectures from the teachers. 

5th. We occasionally let our scholars hear recitations under the super- 
vision of their instructors, and this may be increased in future. Our Pre- 
paratory department affords a good example of a "Model School,' 9 and our" 
candidates for teaching are permitted to visit it, and see the methods- 
adopted by teachers of long experience. 

6th. We think the success of our Teachers' Glass has been good, and 
that the teachers who have enjoyed its privileges have done much more for 
their schools than they would have done if they had been deprived of them. 

7th. We have tried, to a limited extent, the word-method united with 
the letter-method, which we think will accomplish more than either alone^ 
From our experience we are satisfied that the exclusive word-method in 
teaching young pupils, will not accomplish all its advocates expect from it 

8th. We have practiced the " object" method in teaching in this school 
more than six years, and in other schools for many years previous, to a 
limited extent. The results have been good in the way we have practiced 
it We have never expected it would effect every thing for our scholars; or 
that It would supersede the ordinary methods of instruction. ^5ut uniting 
it with other methods it will make the impressions of truth taught, more- 
vivid and more lasting, and will no doubt accomplish much for the cause- 
of education. 

Tours, &c, 

DANIEL J. POOR, 
v Principal. 
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Teoumseh, Dec. 17th, 18S6, 
JProf. Ho8fobd: 

Dear Sib— Though quite tardy, I will yet answer your letter of inquiry, 
hoping I am not too late for your purpose. I will answer seriatim: * 

1. A Teachers 1 Glass has been regularly taught here ever since my con- 
nection with the school. 

2. It is taught in the fall term only, ds a specialty. 

3. Classes devoted to this purpose have been continued usually about 
• eight weeks, sometimes longer. 

4. The course of instruction has embraced the elementary branches, or- 
thography, grammar and analysis, and elementary mathematics; besides, 

.instruction has been given in algebra and natural philosophy. 
5* The number in attendance has varied from ten to twenty. 

6. Actual practice ef the profession has not been required. 

7. Members of our teachers' classes have invariably met with good stte- 
> cess in their labors. 

8. We use the word method to some extent, »', e. f on the blackboard, 
with beginning classes, in reading and spelling. This is done, at my sug- 
gestion, by teachers according to individual judgment and taste, of course 
without much system. 

9. We make yery little use of object lessons. 

I most sincerely wish some outline of plan for carrying out the word 
method were in the hands of every teacher. Is there an available and 
practical work upon the subject f 

Cannot you, or some one, give some ideas and hints on this subject, to 
'the forthcoming organ oi the State Teachers' Association ? 

Yours truly, C. B. THOMAS. 

SupU Teoumseh Public Schools* 



Three Rivers, Dec. 2d, 180& 
Hon. O. Hosford, Supt. Public Instruction: 
Dear Sir— In reply to your note of inquiry, I have to state: 

1. A Teachers* Class has been formed in our school, but not regularly 
maintained, as some terms there has not been a sufficient number of pupils 
in attendance desiring to enter such class, to warrant its organization. 

2. It has been taught both spring and fall terms, and has continued 
•throughout the term, holding two hourly sessions each week. 

3. The number in attendance has varied from six to ten. 
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4. The course of Instruction has consisted of a series of lectures or talks, 
by the Principal, extending through the first half of the term. The last half 
of the course is taken up with essays by the class and criticisms thereon. 

5. During the whole course the class are permitted to visit the lower de- 
partments of the school, and witness the methods of instruction, but do not 
themselves conduct recitations. 

0. Thg class has generally been passably successful, but not all that 
could be desired. 

7. We practice the word method, or rather the word and phonic method 
combined, .in teaching our young pupils to read ; have practiced it for sev- 
eral years with satisfactory success. 

8. We employ otyect teaching in our primary and intermediate grades to < 
the extent of two lessons daily, averaging twenty minutes each. We think 
it, used to this extent, a useful thing in relieving the irksomeness of the 
school exercises, and as a means of conveying much useful general in- 
struction. 

In haste, very truly yours, 

• WM. L. SIMKINS, 
Principal Three Rivers Union SchooL 



SCHOOL LIBRARY CONTRACT. 

In accordance with an act approved Feb. 15th, 1859, the 
Board of Education have revised the list of books designed 
for Township and District Libraries. A meeting of the Board 
was held to examine the various bids which had been sent in 
to furnish books for these libraries. But upon examination, it 
was found that only a part of those sending in propositions had 
complied with^he law, in properly filling the blanks furnished 
them. It was, therefore, thought best to adjourn t6 a future 
day, and give those who should choose, an opportunity to cor- 
rect their bids. The contract will then be made, and circulars 
issued to those whose duty it is to purchase books for these 1 
libraries. 

So few books have been purchased by these officers for the 
past few years, that the work of revising the list and making 
new contracts is little olso than a farce. 
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The law requiring this labor of the Board had a two fold 
design. One of its objects .was to make an arrangement by 
which those purchasing books could get them cheaper than 
they could in any other way, and also/ more conveniently; 
another design was to furnish to the school officers a list of valu- 
able books, all new, from which they could make such selections 
as they chose, really- furnishing them all the advantages they 
would have in visiting the largest book stores. The law 
requires that the purchases shall be made of the contractor 
unless the township or district shall otherwise order by vote. 
This requirement of the law has in many instances been disre- 
garded, and purchases have been made of irresponsible parties, 
who have furnished old, shelf-worn, worthless books, and many 
times those exceedingly pernicious in their influence. 

Unless more care is taken on the part of many of those 
officers whose duty it is to make these purchases the libraries 
will be worse than useless. 

It should also be fully understood that certain moneys are set 
apart for the purchase of library books, and the officer who 
devotes this money to any other use renders himself liable for 
the same. A good library is an invaluable adjunct to our 
schools, and every effort possible should be made to secure to 
each district or township such a library. Small additions to 
these libraries eadh year would soon result in a collection of 
.most valuable books; a treasure to a neighborhood which cannot 
be over estimated. 

EDUCATIONAL FUNDS. 

The Primary School Fund has increased during the past 
year, from sales of Primary School Lands, and receipts from 
cash sales of Swamp Lands, one-half of which is a Primary 
School Fund, $99,064 78; the entire fund, now amounting to 
the sum of $2,040,085" 07. Of this, $128,221 49 pays five per 
cent, and the balance seven per cent. 
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The University Lands being nearly all sold, no large increase 
can hereafter accrue to the University Fund. The increase the 
past year was but $2,400 60. The entire fund, (including 
$100,000, which has been paid from the fund, but upon which 
the State pays interest,) is now $535,412 14. On this the State 
pays seven per cent. 

The increase to the Normal School Fund during the year, 
was $3,279 97. The whole amount, drawing six per cent, 
interest is $65,876 69. 

Part of these funds — comprising all the cash paid on lands 
sold — are loaned to the State as they accrue. The remainder 
is due from purchasers; the amount being practically a perma- 
nent loan to them; the land reverting to the State on any 
failure of the interest. Over one-third of the Primary School 
Fund is thus in the hands of ten or twelve thousand different 
citizens of the State, with security in each case, of the most 
undoubted character. 

On a failure to pay the interest at the proper time, a penalty 
of twenty-five per cent is added; then, if it is not paid by a 
certain time, the supervisor of the township where the land 
lies, appraises the cash value of the improvements, and it is 
advertised by the State for sale. Up to the day of sale, how- 
ever, the holder may redeem by paying the interest and costs. 
Failing to do this, the land is sold at auction, at the Land Office, 
at Lansing; the minimum price being four dollars per acre, 
(the original price,) and the amount of improvements, as 
reported by the supervisor added. If there are no bidders the 
land reverts to the State, and may be taken by any one at the 
minimum price at which it was offered at public sale.- The 
loser, however, may in this case, still redeem until it is sold, by 
paying interest, penalty and charges. 

A more detailed statement of the Educational Funds, is 
shown as follows: 
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PR1MAEY SCHOOL FUND. 

The amount realized tram Primary School Lands 

during the past year, deducing forfeitures, waB $ 80,659 71 
The amount for lands previously sold, was 1,831,303 87 

Making the total amount, Nov. 30th, 18C5,. .$ 1,911,863 58 

Of this the State holds, $1,144,239 60 

The remainder is due from the purchasers — the 
principal being payable at their pleasure- 
amounting to, $767,624 08 

Total fund drawing 7 per cent, $1,911,863 58 

In addition to the above, the State has credited to 
the Primary School Fund from the proceeds of 
sales of Swamp Lands on which it pays 5 per 
cent., 128,221 49 

Making the total amount of school fund, . . . $2 040,086 07 

The annual .income from this is, $140,241 67 

The amount of Interest Fund apportioned last 
year, at forty-el&ht cents per scholar, was. $134,667 9% 

UNIVERSITY FUND. 

The State University Fund, on the 30th of Nov., 1865, was ag 
follows: 

Principal due from purchasers, $170,640 67 

In the hands of the State, 264,871 47 

Total, $435,412 14 

Annual interest, > $30,378 85 

To which add the amount annually credited to 
the Interest Fund by act of the Legislature, . . $7,000 00 

Total, $37,37885 
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normal school fund. 

The Normal School Fond, at the close of the fiscal year, waa 
as follows: 

Principal due from purchasers, . $26,672 46 

In the hands of the State, 39,204,28 

Total, $65,876 69- 

Amount of interest, at 6 per cent., $3,952 60 

This Fund arises from the sale of " Salt Spring Lands;" and 
to support the Normal School, the Legislature/appropriates 
$7,500 per annum, making its present income from the State 
and Fund, nearly eleven thousand five hundred ^dollars. ^ H£is 
believed that no where is that amount accomplishing more for 
the cause of Popular Education. 

THE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE. 

The Agricultural College has no invested fund [at, present 
productive; and is receiving its principal support by direct ap- 
propriations from the treasury. The past and current year^ii 
receives $15,000 each year. But this tax on the treasury is]not 
always to continue. Its 240,000 acres of selected lands will, at 
no distant day, raise the Institution above all pecuniary em- 
barrassments. 

AGGREGATE OF EDUCATIONAL FUNDS. 

The aggregate of the Educational Funds of this [State, as 

above shown, is as follows: 

Primary School Fund,.. $2,040,085 07 

University Fund, including $100,000, not included l 
in the above statement, upon which the State 
pays interest, . 535,412214 

Normal School Fund, 65,876 69 

Total, $2,641,373 90 

Increase during the past year, 104,746 3£L 
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Annual revenue: To the Primary Schools, about $140,241 62 

University, about '. 37,378 86 

Normal School, about 3,952 60 

Slate appropriation to Normal School for the cur- 
cent year, 7,500 00 

Total, $189,072 97 

.PBIMABY SCHOOL STATISTICS. 

The statistics of Primary Schools, as gathered from the Be- 
ports of the School Officers, are, in most respects, highly grati- 
fying. The census of children between five and twenty years 
of age shows, that in no other year in the history of our State 
has the population increased so much as during the school year 
of 1865. No reports have been received from Midland and 
Delta counties; from Owosso city; or from the towns of Colon, 
St Joseph county; Clyde, Allegan county; Crystal Lake, Ben- 
Eonia county; Sable, Iosco county; Bridgton, Newaygo county; 
and Lawrence, Van Buren county; embracing twelve townships; 
all of which, in 1864, reported an aggregate of 2,Q02 children. 
Bat exclusive of these, the returns received show tin aggregate of 
296,205, which is 15,433 more than the full returns of 1864. 
The actual gain, therefore, may be put down at something over 
'seventeen" thousand. The school census compared with the gen- 
eral census in the years when the latter is taken, shows the whole 
population to be a little more than three times as great as the 
number returned in the school census. We have, then, in the 
above figures, reliable evidence that the population of the State 
increased in 1865 aver fifty thousand. 

The amount of teachers' wages in 1865, was $713,621 45; on 
increase of $122,326 12. The towns not yet reported will, prob- 
* ably, increase this over ten thousand dollars. 
^The whole amount of resources for the year, was $1,252 631; 
an increase of $228,398. . 

TJie number of x male teachers diminished 499, and the num- 
ber of female teachers increased 427. In 196 towns no male 



N suphrintsndknt'b hepobt. 35 

teachers were employed. The average wages per month was 
to males $41 70, and to females $17 43— being an advance to 
the former of $7 70, ai}d to the latter of eighty cents ! Perhaps 
this was economy, but it was neither jastiqe nor gallantry. Bat 
involving taxes, as the subject does, we must perhaps expect it 
to be governed, in a great measure, like other commercial 
transactions, by the law of supply and demand. 

In ascertaining the actual expenses of primary school educa- 
tion, I am not aware that heretofore any effort has been made 
to learn the expense of teachers' board, where it was furnished 
in addition to their cash wages. In the blanks for the reports 
of 1865, a plaee was indicated for an estimate of the expense 
for board, where the teachers had board furnished in the 
old-fashioned wdy, of itinerating from house to house. Not 
over half of the Directors have taken the trouble to fill the blank, 
while some have filled it in cases where we know the teachers 
furnished their own board. Omitting such, the aggregate is 
$77,076 21. If to this we add the expense of school books, 
we shall find that in the past year»not less than one and one- 
half million dollars were expended in primary school education 
m the State. 

This is a vast sum; and all comes directly from the pockets 
of the people. I do not in this, except the interest from the 
Primary School Fund; inasmuch as the people, as a State, 
have borrowed this fund, and the interest from it, which alone 
is apportioned to the schools, is paid from the State treasury. 
Yet, great as a million and a ha'f seems in the aggregate, it is 
not over two dollars for each inhabitant of the State. And if 
any one doubts whether it is a wise expenditure, let him listen 
to the stories of our returned heroes, as they tell of the incon- 
ceivable ignorance, and the moral and social tebasement of the 
masses, at the South, white as well as black, where the multi- 
titude hardly ever heard of a common school. 

Fortunately, we have good evidence that the people of this 
State deem it a wise and economical expenditure, in the fact that 
it all comes by their own deliberate voice; and more than half of 
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it by the direct action of the several districts, from year to year. 
The following fact illustrates the spirit of the people. In the 
first year of the war there was expended for school-houses, 
(the money haying been voted the previous autumn,) $122,715. 
In the fall of 1861, "not knowing whereunto this thing would 
grow," yet hoping the war would be short, the amount appro- 
priated was $112,878. But in the fall of 1862 affairs looked 
so gloomy that only $91,948 was voted. The next year the 
people became more assured, and expended $184,504. And 
last year, (the money being mostly voted while Grant and his 
immense army were on three sides of Richmond and Peters* 
burg,) there was expended $172,802. No other year has ever 
come within thirty thousand dollars of this, except 1857, when 
$161,851 was expended. * 

The following is a comparison of the items of statistics for 
1864 and 1865: 



1864. 



1809. 



Number of counties reporting, 

" oftownships ' " 

« of district! " 

" " having graded schools, 

Wo. of children between five and twenty years of age, 

Number attending school, 

41 " " under 5 and over twenty yearsof age,. 
Average attendance of pupils, in months, 

" months of school in each district, 

Number of male teachers , 

11 female «• 

Whole number of teachers, 

Average wages per month to male teachers, 

" " V female " , 

Number of teachers examined by Inspectors, 

" certificates granted,, • 

" « meetings of Inspectors, , ...I... 

" visits to schools by Inspectors, 

Volumes reported in township libraries, 

Number added during the year, 

Volumes reported in district libraries,... 

Number added during the year, 

Funds from fines reported by Inspectors, 

Library money voted at spring election, 

Number of private schools reported, 

Pupils in same, 7. 

Value of school-houses and sites, 

Total wages of teachers, , 



89 

706 

4,416 

122 

280,772 

215,236 

8,216 

6.2 
1.816 
7,000 
8,816 
$34 00 
$16 68 
6,982 



8,140 
4,140 
58,624 
2,165 
96,403 
8,827 
$6,402 61 
$1,680 89 
163 
4.279 
$2,086,872 00 
$691,206 33 



•7 

708 

4,462 

182 

296,205 

227,165 

7,787 

8.4 

6.2 

1,817 

7,427 

8,744 

$41 70 

$17 48 

7,19ft 

6,429 

8,C04 

3,969 

68,66(1 

1,796 

93,712 

6,009 

$10,691 85 

$1,3S9 90 

.175 

6,276 

$2,209,96000 

$713,62145 
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1864. 



1866. 



On hand at commencement of year,. , 

Two mill tax, ." 

Primary School Fund...... 

Rate bills, 

Tuition from non-resident scholars,. . , 

District taxes to pay teachers, , 

Other district taxes, 

Iitrary moneys from fines , 

Inspectors' fees, paid by townships,. 
From all other sources, 



Total resources for the year. 

Or, including the expense of board,. 



$ 102,626 01 
260 880 67 
186 529 14 

60,202 60 

14,406 67 
189,462 36 
174,794 19 

12,364 69 
8,421 69 

72 991 29 



$1,009,318 93 



$141,493 97 
277,814 83 
136,743 46 

90,232 70 

16,437 76 
177,720 74 
292.944 22 

12,897 87 
9,657 00 

85,083 29 



$1,238,487 64 
$1,814,663 75 



EXPENDITURES. 



1864. 



1866. 



Paid male teachers, 

Paid female teachers,.. . • • , 

Total paid to teachers, , 

Paid for building purposes, 

41 for library books,. ." , 

" for Inspectors' services, 

>( for all other purposes, 

Amount on hand at close of the year, 

.Total, 

Reported indebtedness of districts,.. , 



$ 209,049 38 
871,478 66 



$ 580,628 03 

134.604 22 

13 006 70 

8,421 59 

148,748 81 

140,272 24 



$1,011,943 46 



$161,935 90 



$206,847 28 
488,181 42 



$695,028 66 

172-802 58 

9600 86 

0,557 00 

169,489 66 

198,912 44 



The footings in the above receipts and expenditures are at 
shown in the abstracts — where the various items in each county 
are severally added together, and those footings added for the 
grand total. In the above statement each of the several items 
for the whole State are added together; and the totals of each 
item thus found as above, added together, will not give the 
same grand result as in the abstracts. In the receipts the 
amount would be less, and in the expenditures more. This 
discrepancy is from the numerous inaccuracies of the reports. 

With regard to the reliability of the reports, it may be 
remarked, that they abound with errors; though it is believed 
that in the aggregate, after they have been corrected by the 
Inspectors as far as they could do it, and again revised in this 
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office, the errors will about balance each other. Not less than 
one-third of the Directors fail to make their accounts balance. 
Many report more money expended than received. This is 
impossible, according to any system of book keeping we are 
acquainted with; and we have usually inserted the difference 
under the head — " Received from all other sources." Others 
report more received than paid, and nothing on hand. We 
report that difference under the head — " On hand." Some 
report money paid for library books, but no library funds, and 
some library funds received, but none paid out, and nothing 
on hand. Not a few report the amount paid to teachers less 
than their wages, but no indebtedness. Some carry out the 
amount on hand as indebtedness. In some cases the same 
thing is reported both as paid and indebtedness. One director 
reports all the expenditures of the year as indebtedness, and 
thirty and one-half children attending school 

Numerous mistakes are also made by Inspectors in trans- 
cribing the directors' reports; some of which are as follows: 

"Where the same person teaches two terms, two teachers are 
reported. 

Figures are placed under the wrong head, incorrectly trans- 
cribed, or entirely omitted. 

The wages of male and female teachers are carried out 
together, or transposed. 

In numerous instances Inspectors copy the wages of teachers 
for the year from the amount paid teachers during the year, 
which is often entirely different. 

The amount reported by directors on hand at the close of 
the year, is put also in the column on hand at the commence- 
ment of the year. One report does this, and also puts it in 
again as indebtedness — putting the same item in theee places. 
One reports the teacher's wages as both paid and due, though 
the director says expressly that the wages are not paid. 

Names of the old directors are inserted under the head 
« Director for the ensuing year." 

In several cases, sometimes more and sometimes less ehil- 
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dren are reported entitled to share in the pnbKo money than 
are found in the director's list, certified by oath. (As the In- 
spectors' reports, and not the directors', are our legal guide in 
apportioning the primary school money, the Superintendent 
does not feel authorized to make any correction in thia 
particular.) 

Many Inspectors evidently report the two-mill tax of thfr< 
township from the amount received by the districts; which i 
amounts cannot be the same in a township in any way affected! 
by a fractional district 

Libraries are reported both as district and township, fit? 
several reports, both district and township libraries are re- 
ported with the same number of books and same amount of 
funds. 

The whole number of children reported is probably as re- 
liable an item as is to be found in the Beports. As this is the 
basis of apportionment of the Primary School money, every Di- 
rector knows the importance at least of Reporting the full num- 
ber; and as the number is reported under oath, it may be pre- 
sumed not to have fictitious names— though afenAscore of wild 
Indians are reported, the Directors incorrectly deeming itlegaL 

The length of the schools reported also, may be relied upon; 
but the average time of attendance is, for half the districts in 
the State, mere guess-work. 

The number of scholars reported attending school, is be- 
lieved to be, in the aggregate, several thousand greater than 
the fact. Directors take the whole number attending in both 
summer and winter terms and add them together; thus coun- 
ting twice all attending both terms, and making the number in 
school considerably greater than the whole number in the dun 
. trict One Director reports in his district eleven white and 
twenty-one Indian children, and a "graded school;" probably 
on the ground that the white children constitute one grade,, 
and the children of the forest another; a conclusion quite a& 
sensible as that of men who deem the black race another grade. 
of beings, not entitled to the rights of men. Another Director 
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reports a graded school, with one female teacher. Perhaps he 
•regards the boys one grade, and the girls another. Bat with 
all these mistakes, whether amusing or serious, we have the 
assurance that they who make them are determined that their 
children shall be furnished with the means of education. 

The reports of the libraries are very deficient, both in regard 
to books and funds. The township libraries appear to be in 
no more satisfactory condition than those in the districts. 
Both, in several counties, appear to be going rapidly to extinc- 
tion. In some counties, where there is a large amount from 
fines, and the money is legally used, the libraries are doing 
welL In Bay county no libraries are reported, and no fines. 
In several medium sized counties, not a book appears to have 
been bought during the year. Not more titan half the Inspec- 
tors report any receipts from fines, in the counties where a dis- 
tribution has been made by the County. Treasurers. In thirty 
bounties no receipts from fines are reported by any of the In- 
spectors, leading to the unavoidable inference that no distribu- 
tion was made by the County Treasurer. Several of these 
counties are new, where it is probable there were no such funds 
in the hands of the Treasurers; but among them we find Bay, 
Berrien, Branch, Clinton, Eaton, Genesee, Hillsdale, Ionia, 
Livingston, Macomb, Oakland, Shiawassee. And in those 
counties in which these funds are reported, the amount is not 

• given, in the aggregate, by the Inspectors of more than half 

<<the townships. 

In Wayne county tfye fines are reported in all the towns but 
three, amounting to $7,405 54. The additions to the libraries 

. reported, were 4,639 volumes; and 19,547 in the libraries — 
6,178 more than in the previous year. This increased fullness 

. of the reports from several counties, shows an increased in- 
terest in the libraries; and the same is true in every county in 
proportion to its means fof obtaining new books. In Dowagiac* 

' of which district Hon. Justus Gage is director, twenty volumes 

..'were added to the library in spite of the prohibitory law — by 

donation. Many suppose the " demoralization'' of the libraries 
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to be the result of changing from the township to the district 
system. But facts show conclusively an entirely different cause. 
That the people thought the township libraries were not what 
they ought to be, is shown in the fact, that the first year after the 
law permitting, a change was passed, two-thirds of the towns 
in the State yoted to adopt the district system. But, alas, in 
providing for the change, the Legislature not only took away 
all certain means for the support of the libraries, but even pro- 
hibited the districts from voting to raise money for the pur- 
pose, if they would. There is no doubt that our presen/t 
library system is an admirable one, with this fatal exception. 
It is as though a company built a first class railway, and 
stocked it with splendid coaches and engines, advertised for 
passengers, and left the engineers to dip their water with pails 
from the gutter; and for wood, to pick up broken limbs and 
chips along the way. 

The average length of the schools — six and two-tenths 
months — was the same as in the previous year. This " aver- 
age "leads to a wrong inference as to the amount of uchool 
privileges in the State. The smaller the district, the shorter 
is its school term as a general rule. Yet it .averages with a 
large district that has, perhaps, three times as long school. 
To illustrate: A district with 20 children has three months 
school, and another with 1,000 children, has nine months 
school. The average, then, is 8tx months; which, with the 
1,020 children, gives school privileges of 6,120 months; when 
the fact is, the small school had three times twenty — 60 months, 
and the large one nine times 1,000 months. Total, 9,060 
months. Take two counties as they exist: Delta and Lenawee: 
Delta, 66 children — 3 months school— 168 months school prilvilegej, 
Lenawee, 14,001 " 7.01 " " 99,407 " " 

Total, 99,575 actual months. 

Now average these after the usual m%nner and see the 
difference: 

14,057 children, 6.05 months— -76,987 months, or 22,588 
months less than the fact. 
5 
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It is believed that, if the average length of the schools ' 
estimated at eight months, it would still fail to show the actual 
amount of school privileges in the State. 

The graded schools reported— one hundred and thirty-two 
in number — averaged in the usual manner, had nine and four- 
tenths months school; but the true, average, as it affects the 
number of children in the several districts, was nine and three- 
fourths months; a difference of a third of a month. 

The 132 graded school districts contain an aggregate of 
76.033 children between the ages of five and twenty. In 1862 
reports were received from 114 graded districts, with a school 
census of 61,339. 

As a general role, the largest schools are not only the longest* 
but the best; many of them equal in every respect, to a first 
class academy; and are performing well the work designed by 
the Branches of the University, established in the early 
history of the State, and abandoned as failures after an ex- 
penditure of thirty-six thousand dollars. 

The most unreliable item in the statistics, probably, iB the 
average attendance; not from tbe difficulty of finding the aver- 
age, but from the imperfection of the directors' reports. In 
hundreds of districts it is not reported at all; and in many it 
is reported so high that we know it to be wrong; some higher 
than the whole number of months school, njany the same, 
and some so low that we know it is wrong. The result 
given — three and four tenths months— amounts to little more 
than an unreliable estimate at best. Probably it is too low; for 
may we not suppose that the pupils enrolled as attending 
school are in attendance on an average more than half of the 
time ? Yet a fraction more lhan that is all the figures show. 
The inaccuracies grow out of the failure of teachers to keep a 
correct record of attendance, the failure of directors to make a 
. report, or their inability to get the " average," though the rule 
for doing it always accompanies the blanks furnished them for 
their reports. The aggregate number of months of school 
taught by 1,317 male teachers, was 5,004; and by 7,429 females, 
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28,961; total 33,965. The average time by male teachers, wjw 
a fraction less than three and nine-tenth months. 

There appeared to be due to teachers, at the close of the year, 
nearly nineteen thousand dollars. The whole amount of 
wages— $713,621 45— was $122,326 12 more than the previous 
year. This accounts for the largely increased aggregate of 
rate bills; that obnoxious tax being in 1864, $50,202 80; and in* 
1865, $90,232 70. The districts at the annual meetings of the 
past year were not expecting so large an increase of Vages; 
and cfcubtless did not make as adequate provision in taxes as 
they wor.ld otherwise have done. I cannot think the people 
design to go backward in their efforts to make the schools free. 
As it was, they voted taxes for teachers' wages to the amount 
of $177,720 74, and for other purposes, about three hundred 
thousand dollars. , 

A sad commentary upon the loose manner in which the ac- 
counts of the districts are kept, iB found in a comparison of the 
reports of moneys on hand at the close of 1864, with the amount 
reported on hand at the commencement of the next year. The 
reports are made out a year apart — in many instances by the 
same person — but one begins at the precise "moment where the 
other left off And what is the result? v A comparison of one 
of the largest, oldest counties in the State shows that, of 
ninety-six Directors who report any funds on hand, only thirty- 
five report the same amount on each side of this point of time. 
In but two towns out of the nineteen in the county, do all the 
reports give the same amount. One district, by some strange 
financial process, increased its funds $19,000, while crossing 
the "imaginary line." If these things are done in the old dis- 
tricts, which count their funds by thousands, and are managed, 
or supposed to be, by " business men," what should we look for 
in the small new districts ? Yet, strange as it may seem, these 
blunders so nearly balance each' other, in the aggregate, that 
only the most positive proof would satisfy one that there could 
be bo many errors. The aggregate reported on hand at the- 
dose of 1864, was $140,272 24; and at the commencement of 
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the next year, $141,493 97; a discrepancy of less than one pe 
cent But the fact still remains; a lamentable evidence of the 
irregular, incomplete, incorrect manner in which the accounts 
of at least half the districts in the State are — not kepi 

The amount reported expended for building purposes, was 
$172,802 53; an excess of $38,298 31 over the previous year; 
and on hand at the close of the year, $193,912 44; or, $52,- 
419 47 more than at the commencement of the year. The in- 
debtedness, also, is increased $59,040 81; amounting to $220,- 
976 71. 

Of the $85,083 98, "raised from all other sources," a good 
portion of it should be included, doubtless, in the columns un- 
der the other heads. The remainder is for borrowed money, 
(in which case the amount should also appear in the indebted- 
ness,) funds overdrawn — which is the same as borrowed — from 
the dog tax, &c. 

The amount of tuition from non-resident scholars, was 
$16,437 75. The previous year it was $14,406 67; a gain 
of $2,031 08. The districts receiving over one hundred dol- 
lars from this source are as follows: Gold water, $315 47; Battle 
Creek, $364 85; Edwardsburg, $117 59; Dowagiac, 517 12; 
Eaton Rapids, $247 97; Fentonville, $148 00; Flint, No. 2, 
$132 75; Lansing, 115 00; Grass Lake, $425 50; Jackson, 
No. 1, $157 50; Kalamazoo, $522 76; Grand Rapids, No. 1, 
$894 48; Lapeer, $207 00; Adrian, 147 75; Hudson, No. 5, 
$231 68; Tecumseh, No. 5, $405 83; v Utica, $147 04; Clarkston, 
$189 85; Milford, $240 04; Pontiac, $207 35; Constantine, 
$188 54; Three Rivers, $227 50; Sturgis, $132 38; Decatur, 
$210 25; Paw Paw, $386 90; Ann Arbor, $1,644 25; Dexter, 
$111 22; Chelsea, $197 24; Ypsilanti, $1,348 00; Plymouth, 
$286 60. The aggregate received in these thirty districts, was 
$10,464 41;. or about two-thirds of the whole amount in the 
State. A small portion of this is for tuition of resident pupils 
in the high schools. 

In all my remarks upon the imperfection of the reports, I 
cast no reflection upon the integrity of the officers who manage 



8UPEEESTENDENT S BEPOBT. 



45 



thewchool moneys. I have no such suspicion. They can be 
accounted for from other causes. I doubt not, that the dis- 
tricts, in the main, receive the benefit of all their funds. And 
It they do not, the school officers who get the money, are just 
M ignorant of the fact as are their constituents. But it is still 
true that, if their integrity should be called in question, they 
oould not show that the funds have been properly used. 

The following table will show the progress of our school in- 
terests in several leading items, for the past ten years. The 
tensus of the last five years was of children between five and 
twenty years of age, and the previous five, t^ose from four to 
eighteen. The number would be about the same, whichever 
way the census is taken: 
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The number <$f children will be increased by the reports not 
yet received, upwards of 2,000, and the other items in'propor- 
tion. A comparison with 1856 shows that our population^has 
increased just about fifty per cent, in ten years. The increase 
the past year was about six and a half per cent. The amount 
paid to teachers increased about twenty per cent, and Jhe 
whole expenditures about twenty-two per cent. 
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At the dose of the Tolume -will be found a tabular statement 
concerning the graded schools; in which are highly interesting 
statistics, showing the comparative population, means, ex- 
penses, &c., of one hundred and fifty-one of the largest schools 
in the State. 

OEAMEL HOSFOHD. 

Lansing, December, 1865. 
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Hot. O. Hosfobd, Supt. of Public Instruction : 

Sib— I have the honor to transmit herewith the Twenty- 
Seventh Annual Report of the Board of Regents of the 
University of Michigan, with the accompanying documents, 
far the fiscal year ending June 30, 1865. 
Very respectfully, 

Your obd't servant, 

JOHN H. BURLESON, 
• Sec'y Board of Begcnto. 

Ajeh Abbob, Nov. 28, 1865. 



REPORT OF THE BOARD OF REGENTS. 



To the Superintendent of Public Instruction of the State of 
Michigan: 

The undersigned, the Board of Regents of the University, 

hereby respectfully make the following exhibit of the affairs of 

the University, for the year ending July 1st, 1865; 

DEPAJWMENT OF SCIENCE, LITERATURE AJSTD THE ABTS. 

The number of students in this department was 279, and they 
were classified as follows, viz: Seniors, 29; Juniors, 44; So- 
phomores, 53; Freshmen, 59; in Higher Chemistry, 21; in 
Engineering, 8; in selected studies, 65. Of these, the num- 
ber pursuing the Classical Course, was 117; the^Scienidfio 
Course, 68; and the number of graduates was 67. During: 
the y Aur steps have been taken for the organization of a 
Mining School. Much in this direction is 'accomplished by 
the instructions of the Professors of Physics, of Geology, of 
Mineralogy, of Chemistry, and of Engineering. Some addi- 
tional aid in these branches, and the further addition, as soon 
as the number of students shall render it necessary, of a Pro- 
fessor Charged with this specialty, will, it is supposed, meet, 
the wants of the country on this subject. 

But few changes have been made in the Faculty, or the- 
oourses of study in this department since our last annual report. 
Mr. Adam K. Spenoe, Instructor in Greek and French, Mr. 
Charles E. Adams, Instructor in. Latin and History, and Mr. 
Allen J. Curtis, Instructor in Rhetoric and English Literature,, 
have been made Assistant Professors in their respective 
branches. Mr. Albert B. Prescott has been appointed Assist- 
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ant Professor of Chemistry, and Lecturer on Organic Chemistry 
and Metallurgy. Professor Palmer, of the Medical Depart- 
ment, has successfully prosecuted during the year the course of 
Hygiene, now made a permanent branch in this department 
The lectures on Constitutional Law, heretofore delivered by 
Professor Cooley, but which his elevation to the bench of the 
Supreme Court has rendered it difficult for him to continue, 
have given place to lectures on Political Economy and Logic, 
by President Haven. 

DEPABTMEST OF LAW. 

The number of students in this department was 260, class- 
ified as follows: Seniors, 92; Juniors, 168; of these 60 were 
graduated as Bachelors of Law. 

The increased number of students in this department, has 
rendered it necessary to employ an additional Lecturer for the 
ensuing year, and arrangements have been made to that effect 

DEPARTMENT 07 MEDICINE AND SUBOEBY. 

The number of students in this department was 414; of 
whom 71 graduated as Doctors of Medicine; while no changes 
nave taken place in the Faculty or course of study in the de- 
partment during the year. It is not improbable that a course 
of instruction in Dentistry, cannot long be deferred. The 
timely erection of the new Medical College building, fitted to 
accommodate about 600 students, has enabled the Professors 
conveniently to instruct the increased number attending this 
department. 

BBCAP1TULATIOK. 

No. of students in Department of Soienoe, Literature and 
the Arts, 279 

No. of students in Department of Medicine and Surgery,. 414 
« « « "Law,. 1 . 260 

Total No. students during the year, 968 
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Ntamber of graduates iatfhe Department of Science, Literature 
and the Arts: Civil Engineers, 5; Bachelor of Science, 6;. 
Bachelor of Arts, 21; Master of Science, 7; and Master of 
Arts, 28; total in Department, 67 

Graduates in Department of Medicine and Surgery, 71 

" •' " Law, 80^ 

Total No. of Graduates during the year, 218 * 

The number of Professors, Instructors and other officers,, 
and the compensation of each, is set forth in a Schedule, 
marked "A," hereto annexed. 

The books of instruction used are specified in the Catalogue 
for 1865, a copy of which is appended, marked "B." A full 
transcript of the Journal of the proceedings of the Board, 
during the year, is appended, marked " 0." A copy of the 
by-laws for the government of the University, adopted Feb- 
ruary 16th, 1864, is also appended, marked "D. M 

GENEBAL TJBKABT. t 

There are in the Library, according to a count just made by 
the Librarian, 13,551 volumes, besides unbound periodicals. 
It is open to the use of students eight hours each day, except 
Sundays. An annual appropriation of $1,000 has for many 
years been made for its enlargement 

MUSEUM. 

The Museum of the University has hitherto enjoyed a high 
rank compared with other institutions of our country. It still, 
maintains its rank, compared with Colleges, and Universities, 
proper. And while we gladly see a few Institutions in our 
large sea-board cities, devoted exclusively to Natural History, . 
bestowing much attention to the subject, and devoting large . 
sums of money for the fuller development of all its branches, 
we have been constrained, from more pressing demands upon. 
our means, to make but moderate appropriations for this ob~ 
jeot Dr. Carl Rominger is employed in preparing for use 
specimens on hand, and will, for the ensuing year, be en** 
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gaged in making farther collection*. We trust that on the 
' liquidation of our building debt, we shall be in condition to 
give more effectual aid to this important department 

WANTS AK/) CAPABILITIES 07 THB UNIVEB8ITY. 

In determining the various questions touching the enlarge- 
ment of the operations of the University, the .amount of funds 
at .command is always a controlling element The practical 
question may be stated thus: Given, a specific sum of money. 
Query— How can it be most usefully spent? The answer to 
this question is often embarrassing. It constantly requires 
{he board to withhold aid to meritorious objects, and desirable 
methods of expansion. If our finances at any time appear to 
be prosperous and our means somewhat enlarging, objects 
worthy of aid crowd upon us in a greater ratio, and additional 
branches of science and art are demanding a place in our 
curriculum. 

We desire here, respectfully to call your attention, and 
through you the attention of the law-making power of the 
State, to the following proposition, which we think cannot be 
successfully contested^yiz: Specialties in any direction may 
be engrafted upon the University course, much more econom- 
ically to the public than by the erection of separate establish- 
ments, requiring a duplication of all the elementary Professor-- 
ships now existing in full vigor in the University, and all the 
subsidiary appliances. As we have a school of Engineering, a 
school of Mining, so we may have a school in any branch of 
the Fine Arts, or a school or college of Agriculture, by the 
addition of a very few Professorships peculiar to the subject, 
whenever the Legislature or the public shall provide the need- 
ful funds for the support of such additional Professorships. All 
the elementary instruction is already provided for in the present 
working machinery of the University— building, apparatus, 
' museum, library— all are here. Constant and judicious ex- 
pansion in these aids to science, furnishes a large item in our 
expenditures. These ure all at hand for the use of engrafted 
branches. - 
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BICEEPTS AND EXPSKTOTUSES. 

For the receipts and expenditures of the past year, we beg 
leave ty refer to the report of our Finance Committee, adopted 
by the Board, a copy of which is hereto attached, marked " E." 
For an estimate of the expenses for the ensuing year, we beg 
leave, also, to refer to the report of our Finance Committee, 
adapted by the Board, a copy of which is also appended, 
fswrked " F." The yery large expenditures of the Board, $a 
4ft* erection and furnishing of the Law and Medical buildings, 
•mounting in round numbers to some fifty thousand dollars, 
bas rendered it doubly necessary for the Board to exerqiae 
great caution in enlarging the operations of the University for 
mreral desirable purposes. It was never intended to allow 
three buildings to beconie a permanent charge on the University 
funds. The avails of the lots in the city of Detroit, were looked 
to as a means in part, to replace that expense, when from the 
avails of that property, and from other incidental sources, that 
expenditure shall have been restored to our general fund, the 
power of the Board will more fully correspond with their desire 
to strengthen those departments most needing a fostering care* 

BESEBVB FUND. 

To provide for such wants, and as a prudential measure, we 
have instituted tie policy of Creating a " Reserve Fund," plac- 
ing therein from $2,500 00 to $5,000 00, or more, per year, as 
current receipts may justify. This fund now amounts ^> ten 
thousand two hundred seventy-three 71-100 dollars, and is in- 
vested in Michigan 7 per cent bonds, and in United States 
seven-thirties. In due time its interest may be devoted to the 
enlargement of the library, to collections in Natural History, 
to works of Art, or the support of Professorships. 

CONCLUSION. 

In conclusion, we cannot but congratulate the people of the 
State of Michigan, on the present condition of the University. 
It ia, in a very high degree, externally prosperous, and inter- 
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nally harmonious. Greatly increased numbers crowd all its 
departments, pressing closely upon our enlarged facilities in 
Professorships, buildings, libraries, apparatus and museums 
of natural history and art. The rules touching the require- 
ments preliminary to admission, are rigorously applied. The 
several faculties are in the faithful performance of their duties. 
Bs students, literary and professional, acquire thorough didp- 
Ene and scholarships. Its courses of study are being gradually 
extended, to meet the actual wants of the country. Its build- 
ing debt, thus far, has been promptly met, and will oontinue to 
be, as the installments mature. Its finances, we trust, are prop* 
erly administered, and so managed as to insure the firm sup- 
port of all its ordinary operations. It is practical in its aims 
and methods, and anxiously anticipates the direction in which 
society calls for well trained men. These things would seem 
to warrant the belief that the University is successfully sub- 
serving the purposes of its establishment 

We append hitherto a list of Alumni and students, who are 
now, or have been, in the United States military and naval 
service since the rebellion began, entitled " Boll of JBonor." 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
Ash Abbob, Sept. 28th, 1865. 

EDWARD a W ALKEB, 
GEORGE WILLAKD, 
THOMAS D. GILBERT, 
■ • THOMAS J. JOSUN, 

HENRY a KNIGHT, 
• J. EASTMAN JOHNSON, 
JAMES A. SWEEZET, 
CYRUS M. STOCKWELL. 
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lb the Honorable Board of Regents of the University of Mich.: 

Gentlemen— -The number of studentp attending the TJnf- 
versity of Michigan during the year just closed has been unpre- 
eadentedly large, notwithstanding the standard of scholarship 
lor admission in the Literary Department has been carefully 
maintained. The number in the Department of Science, Lit- 
erature and the Arts, was 279; of whom 117 were engaged 1 in 
the regular Classical Course of Study, 68 in the regular Scien- 
tific Course of Study, 8 in the Course of Study prescribed for 
Civil Engineers, 21 in Higher Chemistry alone, and 65 in. 
selected studies. 

It will be seen from the above classification that the theory 
of affording to young men an opportunity to select the kind 
and degree of study suited to their tastes and demands, is- 
carefully obeyed. This plan accords with the views of the 
most enlightened and able minds of the present age, and with . 
the purposes which a State University ought to subserve. It 
should afford to the youth who have enjoyed the privileges of 
the Union Schools of the State, opportunity to pursue further,, 
and to any desirable extent, any branches of litetary or scien- 
tific investigation which they may choose. While it preserves, 
the particular course of study that has been honored by the * 
experience of many generations, and has received the approval 
of many of the best scholars of all countries, it should respond 
to the demands of others equally energetic and able, who ask 
for a variety of studies better adapted, as they believe, to many 
minds, and to secure the practical results which they desire. 

8 
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The University of Michigan has not chosen to engraft upon 
itself Scientific Schools, with an imperfect and abnormal con- 
nection, but to develop together harmoniously, and under one 
government, and largely under the same professors, several 
various departments of investigation and culture. The experi- 
ment thus far is entirely successful 

During the past year another step in this direction has been 
taken, in providing for a Department of Mining Engineering. 
All the instruction needed by a student of this science was 
-already afforded, except what specially pertains to mining opera- 
tions- This, by the increased provisions made to assist the 
Professor of Chemistry, and by giving some additional labor to 
the Prof essors of Geology and Civil Engineering, can easily oe 
accomplished. 

+ And this naturally suggests the expression of a general fact 
that ought to be understood by all interested in higher educa- 
tion in this State. Professional or Industrial Schools of any 
character can be much more conveniently and economically 
supported in connection with the University, than indepen- 
dently or alone. For the expenditure of say $3,000 a year we 
-can maintain a better school of Mines than could be established 
and supported by itself in any place in this State for $10,000 
a year. For $5,000 a year we could sustain a better Agricul- 
tural School than can be sustained independently for $15,000 
or $20,000 a year. We already have the greater part of the 
means necessary. The instruction in all the literary studies, 
the General Library, the Laboratory — unsurpassed anywhere 
— the Museums, we already have; and nothing is wanting but 
the simple addition of the special study peculiar to the 
department desired. J 

With a little addition to our annual income any special de- 
partment can be provided for. • x 

K As it regards the whimsical objection that students preparing 
to be farmers, mining engineers, civil engineers, &c, will not 
feel at home with those studying to fit themselves to be physi- 
cians, lawyers, ministers, teachers, authors, Ac.— it is founded 

% 
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only on ignorance of the facts. It is never heard from any one 
who has been connected with the University in any capacity, 
or who has taken any pains to inform himself of the truth. 
Our students are the sons of men engaged in all varieties of 
industry, and are preparing for as great a variety of employ- 
ment as those pursued by their fathers, and are all on terms 
of equality in the University. 

The Department of Science, Literature and the. Arts has not 
increased in numbers in proportion to the ojbher two Depart- 
ments. Indeed, for several years previous to 1864 it had been 
gradually diminishing, and though it has considerably in- 
creased for the past two years, it is not now much larger than 
it was in 1859, and for several years preceding. Several rea- 
sons can be given for this fact The standard of scholarship 
in this Department is high— none being admitted who are not 
prepared. There are many other colleges in this part of the 
country, the most of which require much less of candidates 
for admission, while the professional schools are few. But 
perhaps the greatest difficulty that this Department has to 
contend with, is the extravagant zeal of our young men to study 
fc profession without an adequate preliminary education. It is 
painful to think of the superficiality and feebleness in scholar- 
ship which threaten our Western society, from the hot haste of 
our young men to assume the most difficult tasks of manhood 
without a proper training. The few instances of highly suc- 
cessful men who have not been educated largely in schools 
mislead this class of minds, who are not sufficiently well in- 
formed to see that on such subjects every rule has its apparent 
exceptions. The great want of the day is a thorough, accurate 
scholarship. There is a plenty of general information, of flip- 
pant familiarity with many subjects — but there is not enough of 
broad and thorough culture. 

We would draw no unfavorable comparison in this respect 
between our own and other lands — many of which are often 
overestimated on the principle that distance lends enchantment 
to the view— least of all do we lend our influence to the ally 
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sentiment that it has lately become fashionable to retail, that 
America has no Universities— but still we cannot deny that in 
such a gloriously free land as ours, where, without restrictions, 
genius or talent, educated or uneducated, has opportunity to 
exert itself, it is not wonderful that the temptations should be 
great to avoid hard labor, and to substitute the showy for the 
weighty, the striking for the profound. 

It is therefore becoming that all who have influence over the 
young, and especially that teachers should sustain and promote 
a healthy public opinion on this subject. It is a wrong done 
to a young man to hurry him into a profession without ade- 
quate scholarship — a wrong which we have heard many per- 
sons bitterly deplore — while we have never met an instance of 
a person who regretted having spent a long time in previous 
study. 

When teachers and youth come properly to understand the 
facts, we shall see all who propose to be physicians, lawyers, 
or ministers, or teachers, or civil or mining engineers gradua- 
ting at college, or completing a course of study equivalent to 
what is required in the University for graduation. As public 
opinion advances towards this standard, the Department of 
Science, Literature and the Arts will be more largely attended; 
and that the numbers, especially of those who are completing 
a regular course of study, are now slowly but regularly 
increasing, indicates a decided improvement in this direction. 

In this Department there have been no changes in the per- 
sons of the Faculty, but Mr. Adam E. Spence and Mr. Charles 
K Adams, formerly Instructors, have been made Assistant 
Professors in their departments respectively, with a slight in- 
crease of salary. The same change has been made in the 
position of Mr. A. S. Curtis, to take effect next year. 

Also, Prof. A. B. Palmer, who has been connected with the 
Medical Department sinee 1852, entered upon his labors at the 
beginning of the past year as Professor of Hygiene in the Lit- 
erary Department All the students in the four college classes 
in both courses of study have heard from him a series of lee- 
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tares on the general subject of Hygiene. The lectures hare 
been listened to with much interest, and must exert a salutary 
effect upon those who hear them. 

The election of Prof. T. M. Oooley as one of the Associate 
Judges of the Supreme Court of the State imposes such duties 
upon him as will render it inconvenient to deliver a course of 
lectures on Constitutional History and Law, as heretofore, to 
the Senior Class in the Literary Department, but in place of 
them, instruction in Political Economly and Logic will be given 
by the President 

The Chemical Laboratory has been employed to the extent 
of its capacity for accommodating students during the entire 
year. The excellence of the facilities and instruction here af- 
forded, and the small expense to the students when compared 
with other laboratories of the kind, render this one of the most 
popular branches of the University. Too high terms cab 
scarcely be employed in its commendation. 

The great labor connected with it, and the instruction now 
furnished to those who wish to qualify themselves for Mining 
Engineering, have rendered it necessary to employ additional 
instruction, and therefore A. B. Prescott has been appointed 
Assistant Professor of Chemistry, and Lecturer on Organic 
Chemistry and Metallurgy. 

The Department of Medicine and Surgery has been very 
prosperous. The new building was not erected too soon, as 
without it, the large number of students of the past year could 
not possibly have been accommodated. 

The whole number of students during the year in this De- 
partment was 414, of whom 71 completed the required course 
of study, and received the degree of Doctor of Medicine. 

No change has taken place in the Faculty during the year. 
The great and unprecedented success of this Department is a >/ 
fact of which the State may justly be proud. 

•Two changes in this Department have been proposed, which 
I trust will receive careful consideration. The one is to estab- 
lish two professorships to teach thoroughly tfee principles and 
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art of Dentistry, including Dental Hygiene and Mechanical 
Dentistry and Metallurgy. There can be no doubt that these 
professorships would supply a great demand. The entire pub- 
lie id interested in the thorough scientific attainments of those 
who profess to be prepared to perform dental operations, and 
the Department of Medicine and Surgery cannot claim to be 
complete without affording the best facilities to students in 
dentistry. This is one of the many directions in which the ad- 
vantages of the University could be increased if its resources 
were sufficient. 

It has also been proposed by Regent Stockwell, Chairman of 
the Committee on the Department of Medicine and Surgery, 
that candidates for admission to this Department, and also to 
that of Law, should be examined on the Literary studies, already 
in form required of them by the rules of the University, unless 
tfiey have certificates or diplomas of graduation in college. 

This is no new subject The necessity of good general schol- 
arship in physicians and lawyers will not be denied by any 
considerate person. This has been insisted upon to a commen- 
dable extent in Che examination of candidates for graduation 
in both of these Departments, but inasmuch as candidates for 
admission hare not heretofore been examined, it is to be feared 
that in some instances persons of inadequate scholarship may 
have attended one or more courses of lectures, and though 
they have not graduated, the mere fact of having attended the 
lectured gives them some prestige and influence as practitioners 
in the professions, to which their general scholarship would 
not entitle them. If so, this is a wrong done to the University, 
to file professions and to the public. The University can afford 
to insist upon good scholarship. It is a positive duty to do so. 
Temptations to obtain a large number of students should not 
interfere with so clear an obligation to science and right. I 
trust that the committees to whom this subject may be referred 
will investigate the subject thoroughly and fearlessly, and ar- 
rive at the best result?. * 

The Department of Law has had during the year, 260 
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students, of whom 80 completed the prescribed course of study 
and received the decree of Bachelor of Laws. 

This Department has been so prosperous and so largely 
attended that the services of an additional Professor have been 
engaged for the next year. 

The opening of this Department, in 1859, was regarded as 
an experiment, and it was thought that the few students who 
might attend it would easily be accommodated in the rooms 
belonging to the Literary Department. It was soon* found 
necessary to erect a building specially for the Law Department 
The number of students has steadily increased, until it has 
become the largest Law School in the country. The thorough- 
ness, of the instruction imparted, and the facilities afforded, 
not only for becoming acquainted with the broad science of 
Law, but with the practices of Courts, will undoubtedly render 
this Department increasingly popular. 

It is almost impossible so to manage a University as not to 
feel constantly the unpleasant pressure of poverty. The things 
demanded and possible are so much greater than the resources 
of any institution will command, that for a long time, if not 
always, the University will feel inconveniently harrassed by the 
want of funds. 

We live in a time of large enterprises. Especially is a great 
degree of public attention now directed to University educa- 
tion in this country. It seems to be universally concluded and: 
felt that this is an imperative demand of high civilization, and 
of our free country. The property contributed by benevolent 
individuals in this country to colleges and universities, during 
the last two years, amounts actually to several millions of 
dollars. It is a painful fact that the University of Michigan has 
not b&en the recipient of any of these benefactions. Eastward,. 
Southward, and even Westward of us, large and liberal dona- 
tions have been made, but none to this institution, confessedly 
in the front rank in efficiency as well as in numbers. Why this 
defect ? Is there no'enterprise of this kind in Michigan ? Is 
there a jealously of an institution owned and managed by the? 
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State ? Are Americans prepared to distrust their own institu- 
tions and themselves ? Cannot the people be trusted ? Where 
can money be so judiciously employed as where foundations 
are already well laid, and the means at command are the most 
carefully and successfully employed ? 

We desire that the University, which has been so wisely 
developed with the means afforded by the first and only grant 
of property ever made to it, should continue to grow with the 
growth of the country. 

Our present necessities are pressing and multiplying. Our 
Professors have been toiling, with salaries, especially for the 
past four years, painfully inadequate to their merits and neces- 
sities. New professorships and new departments are needed. 
We most earnestly invite the attention of individuals and of 
the State to the opportunities here afforded to reach the largest 
possible good results by the use of additional means. 

Some of the things most needed at present are the following: 

1. Improvements in the Museum. 

The wants 6i that part of the Museum devoted to the illus- 
tration of Geology, Zotilogy and Botany have been faithfully 
«et forth in a communication to the board of Regents by Prof. 
Winchell, the main facts and recommendations of which I will 
Jxere recapitulate and endorse. 

No science at present is receiving more attention for the ser- 
vice it has done and is capable of doing, to the economical in- 
terests of mankind, than these. They have entered upon a 
system of development, which in some places has already at- 
tained a magnitude, which, twenty years since, would scarcely 
have been considered possible. Not to speak of the vast mu- 
seums of London, Paris, Berlin, and other European capitals, 
there have been founded in our country several museums of 
Natural History, which promise soon to rank with the best in 
Europe. The museums of the Smithsonian Institution at 
Washington, the Academy of Natural Sciences at Philadelphia, 
the Society of Natural History at Boston, and of the Institution 
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of Comparative Zoology at Cambridge, enjoy the first rank 
among the American collections in Natural History. 

The Museum pf the University of Michigan has, until recently, . 
enjoyed a rank next to those which have just been mentioned. - 
Indeed, no college has a larger Museum. To maintain this-* 
distinction, it is necessary that renewed efforts should be made- 
I or the obtaining of material. At present,' and for the past few 
years not a dollar is at the disposal of the Museum for the pur* 
chase of desirable specimens when offered, as they often are, 
at advantageous rates, nor to defray the expenses of travel, 
when a competent collector has been willing to give his labor 
to the business. Therefore, the main sources of growth have- 
been the Trowbridge deposit, the purchase of the White Col- 
lection for $500, (well' worth $1,500), the gifts of the Smithso- 
nian Institution, and the casual donations of individuals, espe- 
cially of the Professor in charge. The consequence is total 
defects in many of the most important branches of investigation. 

In the Museums of several of the older colleges in this 
country, and in the departments of investigation connected with, 
them, several men are employed as professors and assistants, 
in doing the work here entrusted to one. The contrast be- 
tween what is done in Yale College, Harvard College, the Uni- 
versity of Bochester, and other institutions, and what is done 
here at present is too painful to be set forth in detail. 

It has therefore been recommended by Prof. Winchell, and in 
that I heartily join, that a suitable person be employed as Cu- 
rator of the Museum of Geology, Zoology and Botany, charged 
with the duty of laboring for the increase and preservation of 
the collections. Such a person, it is believed, can now be ob- 
tained for a small annual salary. We believe the results will be 
such as to greatly enhance the efficiency of this vital part of the 
material of the University. I append to this Beport a commu- 
nication to me, and drawn up at my request, from Pro! Win- 
ehell, describing the additions to the department of the Mu- 
seum under his charge, and also presenting some other 
statements and recommendations worthy of consideration. 
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The department of the Museum embracing specimens in 
mineralogy, has been, as heretofore, under the charge of Prof. 
Douglass. Increased space having been given to that depart- 
ment, the collections have been displayed in a much more con- 
venient and attractive manner, and many new specimens have 
been placed on the shelves. 

The other parts of the Museum do not present such pressing 
necessities at present, though much will be needed hereafter 
to enable them to keep pace with the growth of science and 
the increasing demands of the University. 

2. Another want of the University is a Chapel, or building 
with an audience room large enough to accommodate together 
all the officers and students, and the assemblages that, would 
gather on public occasions. 

At present we have no such room, nor can we command one 
even in the city. 

The Alumni and other parties have proposed to collect funds 
for the erection of such a building, and it has been hoped that 
one of a Memorial or Monumental character might be pre- 
sented to the University, in honor of the many brave men who 
-devoted their lives to the preservation of the Union in the war 
just now so successfully and happily dosed. Nearly a thous- 
and soldiers went from the halls of this University to the war. 
Many others went from its immediate vicinity. While I rejoice 
that monuments will be erected to their memory in Detroit 
and elsewhere in the State, I can but suggest that a building, 
here on the University grounds, visited, as it would be, by 
thousands of people from all parts of our State and the country, 
-and indeed from other nations, ornamented, as it would be in 
the course of time, with proper commemorative tablets, pictures 
and statuary,' and preserving in safety many memorials and 
Telics of the war, would at once incite patriotism in the hearts 
of the young in all time to come, and be a lasting and glorious 
and fitting and ever-improving* testimonial to the brave men 
who fought for Union and Liberty. An. enterprise which bo 
strongly appeals to all the better principles of our nature, it is 
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hoped will not fail of execution, though it may not be speedily 
accomplished. 

While I mention these external improvements, which are 
deemed so desirable, it would be improper to lose sight of the 
fact that the chief elements of power in a University are 
Internal They belong to the mental and moral nature. A 
University must not be measured by its grounds and buildings. 
They may be spacious and architecturally splendid, and yet the 
University only a picture, or even radically wrong. On the 
other hand if the professors are able, accomplished and indus- 
xious men, and students are attracted to it, and* properly 
educated and disciplined, whatever its external appearance, it is 
a great and beneficent power among men. Too many, especially 
in this country, have sought the appearance rather than the 
fact 

It should awaken our gratitude that such is the reputation of 
the University that it is the most largely attended in the country. 
Students from all the loyal States are found in its classes* 
Thus the first University founded by a donation of the United 
States has been so carefully and skillfully managed, under the 
care of the State of Michigan, as to command not only the 
respect of her dwn citizens, but of the country at large. While 
the people of the State look upon it with just gratification, it 
is hoped that a generous and wise policy in its management 
will always be maintained, and that the favor of the people and 
the blessings of a Divine Providence will ever be its protection 
and support 

For convenience of reference I add a condensed statement 
of the general statistics of the University for the past year: 

NXJMBEB OF FBOFBSSOBS A2TD IHSTUCTOBS. 

Department of Science, Literature and the Arts, 18 

" " Medicine and Surgery, 11 

" " Law, 8 

Of these, three gave instruction in both the Literary and 
tbe Medical Departments, and one in both the Literary and 



Law Departments, making the total of mdmdnalg employed a* 
Professors and Instructors 28. 

NUMBER OF STTO^NTS. 

Department of Science, Literature and the Arts, 279 

" " Medicine and Surgery, [ 414 

" " Law, „ 260 

Total, , 958 



NUMBBB OF GRADUATM. 

Department of Science, Literature- and the Arts. 

Civil Engineer, 5 

Bachelor of Science, 6 

Bachelor of Arts,. . 21 

Master of Science, 7" 

Master of Arts, '. 28 

Total, 67 

Department of Medicine and Surgery. 

Doctor of Medicine, . • • 71 

Department of Law. 
Bachelor of Law, % , 80 

Total No. graduating in the University during the year, 218 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

E.O. HAVEN, 
%Preeident of the University. 
September 28th, 1865. 
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JkKHVAL STATEMENT FOB THB PRESIDENT 07 THE UN1VEKHITY OH THE 
CABINETS OF GEOLOGY, ZOOLOGY, AND BOTANY. * 

Rev. E. O. Haven: Sib— The following is a list of additions 
-to those departments of the Museum placed tender my charge, 
einoe Sept. 6tfc, 1864: 

J. H. Burleson— Peat dug for fuel. Saratoga, N. Y. 

A. Winchell— 1. Bottle of water from channel of Mississippi 
River, at Memphis, Tenn. Taken Ang. 13th, 1864. 2. Sample 
of soil from Paw Paw Island, Mississippi River, near Yicks- 
hnrg. 3. Specimen of post-tertiary loam, cat from the month 
of one of the caves excavated at "Vioksburg, during the siege. 
4. A six-pound cannon ball, oiy of the 102 projectiles fired at 
the steamer Empress from a rebel battery stationed near Gains* 
Landing, Ark., Ang. 10th, 1864. It passed through eight 
inches of seasoned oak, and buried itself in an oaken stanchion 
in the hull. 5. Asphaltum, from near Lakeport, Mich. 6. As- 
phaltum, from Oil Springs, 0. W. 7. Specimens of crude, dis- 
tilled and refined petroleum and of paraffine, from Oil Springs, 
C. W. 

Jas. E. Davis, Ann Arbor— Singularly deformed right ramus 
of lower jaw of hog. 

W. W. Root, Class of 1865— Native salt, from New Iberia, 
Louisiana. 

Department of Agriculture, Washington — 1. Samples of pa- 
pers and canvas made from corn husks, by a process patented 
in Austria. 2. Samples of various fabrics prepared as substi- 
tutes for cotton. These specimens from the Department of 
Agriculture, possess very great interest. They were furnished 
at my solicitation, in pursuance of a purpose to found in tip 
University a museum of agriculture as an appropriate illustra- 
tion of some of the economical applications of Geology, Zoology 
and Botany. It is hoped the project will meet the approval of 
the Board of Regents. 

Dr. C. Romingef — 1. A small lot of fossils, supposed to be 
from Rockford, HL 2. Feldspar, from Haddam, Conn. % 

Rev. W. H. McClure, Alumnus — 1. Bottle of brine, from the 
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" Onondagua Salt Group," at Port Austin, Mich. 2. Fine salt 
made at Port Austin. 

H. Brown, Jr., Elm wood, 111. — Box of geological specimens, 
from Cummington, Mass., embracing Cummingtcnile, Spodu- 
meme and Actinoliie. Presented at the instance of the under- 
signed. 

H. A. Burt, former student — 1. Section of tree trunk gnawed 
in two by beavers. From near Marquette,! Lake Superior. 
2. Skull of beaver. 

E. S. Wheeler— Seotion of tree trunk gnawed in two by bea- 
vers. From near Copper Harbor, L. S. 

Lieut CoL B. O. Selfridge, JJ. S. A., and Lieut. CoL Ben j. 
Smith, 2d Mich. Cavalry — Board from a gate immediately in 
front of the Federal lines at the battle of Franklin, Tenn., Nor. 
30th, 1864. 

E. D. Parsons — 1. Vial of crude petroleum, from a flowing 
well, mouth of Outward's Bun, a branch of Bull Creek, W. Va. 
2. A vial .of petroleum, from well on Horse Creek, owned by 
"New York and Boston Co.," pumping 15 barrels per day. 

C. M. Goodsell, Class of 1865— Fossils of Carniferous Lime- 
stone, from Drift, Ann Arbor. 

Capt Delos Phillips, Class of 1866— TurritellaJMortoni, from 
near Fredericksburg, Va. 

A. W. Unthank, Class of 1865 — 1. Paleozoic fossils, from Is- 
land St Vital, Big Bay de Noquet 2. Paleozoic fossils, from 
east shore Little Bay de Noquet 3. Paleozoic fossils, from 
Richmond, Ind. 4. Agates and Copper Pyrites, from L. S. 

Smithsonian Institution — Twenty-three species of fossils, 
figrai the Jurassic, Cretaceous and Tertiary formations of the 
Upper Missouri region. Collected by Lieut. a Warren and Br, 
Hayden. The only^specimens in our possession from a newly 
developed and peculiarly interesting geological region. 

Robert Dunlap, 1st— 1. Specimens 61 highly bihiminous^cov- 
niferous limefctone, from Waterville, Lucas county, Ohio.. 

J. B. and J. W.' Waldo— Bituminous coal, Williamston, Ing- 
ham county, Mich. 



The tardea Idah&i by tho University, in 1857, to JfroL I* 
Agassiz, as material for aiding in the preparation of his mono- 
graph of American Turtles, have been returned to the Museum 
during the year, in good condition. This loan was duly 
acknowledged by Prof. Agassiz, in the preface to the learned 
wotk just alluded to. 

The increase of the material- of the Museum from any 
sources now in existence will be extremely slow. .Tfiere are 
no means whatever set apart for this purpose. As I led thor- 
oughly convinced of the necessity of some provision for the 
systematic increase of the Museum, as well as for the manual 
labor of cleaning up the fossils at present in our posssession, 
and the preparation of them for exhibition in the oases, I feel 
constrained to direct your attention to the considerations and 
recommendations contained in a paper which I had the honor 
to present to the Board # of Regents at their last annual 
meeting. 

It may be my duty to refer again to the unmounted condi- 
tion of many of our birds, and nearly all of our quadrupeds. 
"When it is remembered that specimens of animals of such raze 
interest as the Grizzly Bear, Rocky Mountain Goat, Rocky 
- Mountain Antelope, California Hares, Florida Flemingo, Arctic 
Ducks and the like, are lying on the shelves of our oases in 
the form of unrecognizable skins, it will at once be perceived 
how much not only of the beauty and interest of the Mu- 
seum, but of its utility as an educational agency, are sacrificed 
for the want of a moderate expenditure for the services of a 
taxidermist. 

I would also renew my recommendations for some early pro- 
vision for the printing of Catalogues, in uniform style, for all 
the Departments. I need not repeat the list of Catalogues 
now ready. 

Duiing the year, a large part of the Kthological specimens 
accruing from the geological surveys has been worked over. 
The specimens have been registered, ticketed and arranged in 
sets for exchanges, or laid away for future use* One full set, 
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illustrative of the rooks of the State, has been placed upon 
the shelves of the Museum. 

Considerable work has also been done in dresssing, investi- 
gating and mounting the fossils of the geological cabinet 
Many new specimens have been indicated; and in. the White 
Collection, nearly all the investiganda have been worked up; 
and such as are worthy of note have been described in papers 
read before the scientific bodies of the country. . 
. At the suggestion of Prof. James Hall, of Albany, New 
York, I made a selection of fossils from the Marshall group 
and its supposed equivalents in the Western States, amounting 
to about 175 specimens, and took them to Albany for compar- 
ison with the types of the Chemung group, of New York, be- 
longing to the magnificent collection accumulated at Alb&ny, 
• Oreatly to the surprise of Eastern geologists, no satisfactory 
identifications could be established, but, on the contrary, we 
detected marked affinities with a formation more recent than 
the Chemung. These comparisons, therefore, while they cor- 
roborate views which have been advanced by me for several 
years past, have thrown abundant light on the geological po- 
sition and relationships of some of the most interesting speci- 
mens in the cabinet, and have contributed greatly to the solu- 
tion of a great geological question which has been mooted for 
twenty years by the geologists of Europe and America. All 
original and published investigations made upon specimens 
belonging to our museum, by making them standards and types 
/or all time to come, confer upon them a greatly enhanced 
value; and the authorities of the University will act wisely by 
providing the needed facilities for this kind of labor. 

Respectfully submitted. 

A WINCHELL, 
Prof. Geology, Zoology and Botany. 

University of Michigan, 8th Sept, 1866. 
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The names and number of Professors, Instructors, a&d other 
offioers, and the compensation of each, are as follows: 

Bpy. Erastust). Haren, D. D., LL. D., President of the Uni- 
versity, and Professor of Rhetoric and English Literature; sal- 
ary, $2,000. 

Bey. George P. Williams, LL. D., Professor of Physios; sal- 
ary, $1,500. 

Abram Sager, M. A., M. D., Professor of Obstetrics and Dis- 
eases of Women and Children; salary, $1,000. 

Silas H. Douglass, M. A., M. D., Professor of Chemistry, 
Mineralogy, Pharmacy, and Toxicology; salary, $1,500. 

Hoses Gunn, M. A.^ M. D., Professor of Surgery; salary, 
$1,000. 

James B. Boise, M. A„ Professor of the Greek Language and 
Literature; salary, $1,500. 

. Akmso B. Palmer, M. A., M. D., Professor of Pathology, the 
Practice of Medicine, and of Hygiene; salary, $1,500. 

Alexander Winchell, M. A., Professor of Geology, Zoology, 
and Botany; salary, $1,500. 

Corydon L. Ford, M. A., M. D., Professor of Anatomy and 
Physiology; salary, $1,000. 

Henry. S. Frieze, M. A., Professor of the Latin Language and 
Literature; salary, $1,500. 

Andrew D. White, M. A., Professor of History; salary, 
$1,500. 

DeYolson Wood, 0. E., M. A., Professor of Civil Engineering; 
salary, $1,600. 

Hon. James V. Campbell, Marshall Professor of Law; salary, 
$1,000. 

10 
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Hon. Charles L Walker, Kent Professor of Law; salary 
$1,000. # 

Hon. Thomas M. Cooley, Jay Professor of Law, and Lecturer 
on. Constitutional Law and Medical Jurisprudence; salary^ 
$1,500. 

James 0. Watson, M. A., Professor of Anatomy, aijid Directs* 
of the Observatory; salary, $1,500. 

Samuel G. Armor, M. A., M. D, Professor of Institutes of 
Medicine and Materia Medica; salary, $1,000. 

Edward P. Evans, Ph. D., Professor of Modern Languages 
and Literature; salary, $1,500. 

Rev. Lucius D. Chapin, M. A., Professor of Moral and Intel- 
lectual Philosophy; salary, $1,500. 

Edward Olney, M. A., Professor of Mathematics; 'salary, 
$1,500. 

Eev. Andrew Ten Brook, M. A : , Librarian; salary, $1,000. 

William Lewitt, M. D., Demonstrator of Anatomy; salary, 
$500. 

Adam E. Spence, M. A., Assistant Professor of Greek and 
French; salary, $800. 

Charles E. Adams, M. A., Assistant Professor of History and 
Latin; salary, $800. 

Allen J. Cfurtis, M. A., Instructor in Rhetoric and Mathe- 
matics - ; salary, $800. 

Carl Rominger, M. D., Assistant Curator of the Museum of 
Geology, Zoology, and Botany; salary, $100. 

Charles H. Lewis, M. A., Assistant in Chemistry; salary, 
$275. 

Joseph G. Pinkham, B. A., Assistant in Chemistry; salary, , 
$200. 

John K. Burleson, Secretary and Steward; salary, $900. 

Donald Mclntyre, Treasurer; salary, $200. 

John Carrington, Janitor: salaTy, $850. 

Gregory Nagle, Janitor; salary, $175. 

James Ottley; Jaidtofr; salary, $400. 
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Robert Howard! Janitor; salary, $400. 
John B. Boot, Keeper of the Museum; salary, $150. 
Silas H. Douglass, M. A., M. D., Dean and Secretary Medical 
Faculty; salary, $200. 



REPORT OP THE FINANCE COMMITTED 



Wo the Board of Regents of the University of Michigan: 

Pursuant to law, the Finanoe Committee of the Board sub- 
mit the following account of the financial condition of the Uni- 
versity at the close of the fiscal year ending June 30th, 1865, 
with an estimate of the probable receipts and expenses for the 
fiscal year ending June 30th, 1866. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance, July 1st, 1864, $20,089 30 

deceived from State Treasurer, 37,221 28 

" for balance Detroit property, 16,281 55 

" students' fees and diplomas, 10,715 00 

" rents of dwellings, 437 50 

" interest on Ann Arbor city bonds, 28 28 

" of citizens of Ann Arbor towards the con- 
struction of Medical Building, 9,400 00 

$94,172 91 



BXPKNDITUBES. 

Warrants paid during the year: 

For salaries, ■ . $34, 752 82 

" incidental expenses, 10,844 82 

« Supt Medical building, 875 00 

« postage,.., 375 00 

" insurance, ...••••••••.. 800 00 ' 

" Regents' and visitors' expenses, . 364 85 

« balance on Medical building,... 2,826 69 
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Warrants paid during the year: 

For scholarships, $75 00 

improvements of the University grounds, . 200 0O 

fees refunded, w..,. 40 00 

General Library, - 1,000 00 

Medical Library, 85 00 

periodicals, 200 00 

Law building and furniture, 300 00 

T. K.' Adams' bill for binding, 283. 81 

Law building warrants, 3,822 70 

interest on Law building warrants, 625 44 

Medical building warrants, 9,180 32' 

interest on Medical building warrants, . • . 858 20 

transferred to the " Reserve Fund," 7,524 50 

Balance on hand, July 1st, 1865, .... 20,188 7fr 

$94,172 91 



M F." 

ESTIMATED RECEIPTS FOB THE YEAB ENDING JUNE 30TH, 1866. 

Balance in the treasury, July 1st, 1865, $20,188 76 

Due from State Treasurer, 8,465 9T 

Interest on proceeds of University lands sold, 37,500 00 

Balance of Ann Arbor city bonds, 600 00 

Students' fees and diplomas, 10,500 00 

Bents of dwellings, 750 0G 

$78,004 73 



ESTIMATED DISBURSEMENTS FOB THE TEAB ENDING JUNE 80TH, 1866. 

To pay salaries as now existing, : $36,285 00 

" Law building warrants past due and not 

presented for payment, 612 51 

To pay Medical building warrants past due and not 

presented for payment, •»•••••...* 300 00 
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To pay Law building warrants maturing during the 

year, $8,862 56 

To pay interest on outstanding Law building War- 
rants for one year, 198 83 

. To pay Medical building warrants maturing during 

the year, , 1,854 84 

"To pay interest on outstanding Medical building 

warrants, 495 01 

To pay outstanding warrants for salaries, ....*... 8,640 00 

" " " incidentals, 60 00 

" annual contribution to the " Reserve Fund," 2,500 00 

" postage, 400 00 

" insurant*, *.......■ 800 00 

-« binding, 600 00 

« fuel and lights, 8,500 00 

" repairs and alterations, 800 00 

" General Library, 1,000 00 

" Law " 600 00 

"Medical " , 400 00 

M periodicals, 200 00 

" grounds, 300 00 

-" catalogues, 1,200 00 

" contingent expenses, 6,000 00 

Balance, ; 13,796 48 

$78,004 73 

Law building warrants outstanding and past due,. $ 612 51 
" " due 1865-6 and 7, 6,513 60 

$7,126 11 

Outstanding Medical* building warrants maturing 

during the years 1865-6-7 and 8, ,'... $7,011 69 

With this report the committee submit the annual report of 
the Secretary, marked A. An account in detail of expendi- 
tures for incidental purposes, for the fiscal year, marked B, and 
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the annual report of the Treasurer of the University, marked 
C The annual report of the State Treasurer and the Commis- 
sioner of the Land O$ioe have not been received. 

THOa D. GILBERT, 
J. EASTMAN JOHNSON. 
June 30th, 1865. 



REPORT OF VISITORS. 



'To Hon. Oeamhl Hosfobd, Supt Pub. Instruction: 

The undersigned, Visitors of the University have the honor 
to report, that during the recent year one of them has visited 
that Institution twice, and both the undersigned upon one 
other occasion. The former states that the result of his obser- 
vations, while attending mpon the examination of the classes 
in the Literary Department, is a confirmation of the favorable 
impression received during his official visits the preceding 
year, as to the intelligence and fidelity of the instruction ad- 
ministered in the various departments thus visited. In regard 
to some of them^e is warranted in speaking now with mot e 
assurance Jhan heretofore in those respects. 

In the Department of Mathematics, both pure and applied, 
but especially in reference to the former, it seems to him that 
the course is sufficiently thorough, exacting and complete. 
The manner in which Prof. Olney conducted his examination 
left nothing to desire in relation to either requisite. Yet 
thorough and unsparing as was his discipline, it did not seem 
to be in the least depressing to the spirit of the class, which 
appears fully to appreciate the zeal of the instructor, and even 
to participate in his enthusiasm for his subject. A circum- 
stance highly favorable to the * attainment of all which an un- 
dergraduate course can be expected to confer upon the student 
in this most important field of mental discipline. 

The class in Civil Engineering, under Professor Wood, ap- 
peared to much advantage, being able to illustrate their at- 
tainments in relation to a practical subject which constantly 
engages a large share of public attention. The extraordinary 
facilities afforded by the Institution in this department* leave 
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nothing to be desired except a larger attendance of students, 
their class consisting at this time of only four or five members. 

In the Department of Physics, which for some reason does 
not seefb to share with others an equal portion of grateful 
regard on the part of students, it is not easy to see how the 
instruction could be more completely administered on the one 
part or apprehended on the other. In point of exaction on 
the part of Prof. Williams, and in points of attention and 
performance on the part of the class, no stricture is suggested, 
unless it may be in respect to shortness of time limited for 
the attainments required. 

A class in Moral Philosophy, under Prof. Chapin, acquitted 
themselves well, and reflected much credit on their instructor. 
The style of instruction in this department was somewhat new 
to the undersigned, who was not at all prepared to hear the 
dear, methodical and terse and yet comprehensive oral dis- 
sertationEkwhich were elicited from most of the class upon the 
suggestion of a subject. 

The Glasses in French and German, the only modern lan- 
guages usually taught in the University — though the Italian is 
studied occasionally by a few individuals — were examined for 
a short time in the presence of one of the undersigned. The 
evidence thus afforded him left no doubt on his mind as to the 
very superior character of the instruction in this department, 
in all that relates to orthoepy and interpretation. The Pro- 
fessor who presides over this department has enjoyed rare 
opportunities of culture himself, and has brought to his work 
the results of their use, and of a singular zeal in philological 
pursuits, which promise results that bid fair to reflect honor 
upon this seat of learning, his own Alma Mater. 
. In reference, however, to the whole subject of the ancient 
as well as living foreign languages taught in the University, as 
far as observed, it seems to the undersigned, that in one 
respect at least, there is room for improvement. There is ap- 
parent too exclusive an addiction to the practice of construing or 
: mere literal translation, instead of transforming into English. 
11 
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To a certain point in his progress, the student of languages 
most necessarily proceed with the mere purpose of interpre- 
tation, but when that purpose is accomplished and he has 
learned the force and distinction of terms, thenceforward the 
chief utility of the study, as a discipline and means of educa- 
tion, is in developing the resources of his own mother tongue, 
and making that to himself a more comprehensive, effective 
and beautiful medium of thought and emotion. 

To this end perhaps, oral translation is inadequate; yet, to a 
certain extent, that can and should be made to appeal to the 
task and exercise the talent of the scholar. Written transla- 
tions, of course, are the most important and effective means of 
developing the faculties which find their appropriate exercise in 
the study of language, and this should be praticed in the forms 
of poetry as well as of prose. The undersigned is strongly 
impressed with the conviction that by replacing one-half the 
amount of original compositions now required, by properly se- 
lected translations, his actual attainments in the art of express- 
ing his thoughts and feelings would be incomparably greater to 
the student than under the existing requisitions. The benefit 
here claimed, is of course connected with, and not separated 
from, a proper translation as distinguish! from a more literal 
version of the original Besides, some improvement in the 
particular just mentioned, an innovation seems desirable in one 
respect with regard to the administration of instruction in the 
modern languages in order to their being familiarly spoken as 
well as written. Social re-unions, enlivened by the presence 
of ladies, in which the conversation should be 'exclusively 
conducted in French, German, &c., have been suggested. 

The undersigned regrets that an omission adverted to in his 
former report could not have been remedied in this, that is to 
say, that of a notice of the classes in Latin, and also that he 
could not have again recurred to the very interesting depart- 
ment of the Greek Professor. The established reputation of 
the gentlemen who preside in each of these departments, 
might render such notice superfluous to their conceded dis- 
tinction, yet the omission does not arise from this consideration* 
but is, on his part, purely accidental / 
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The undersigned also regrets that he could not have gone 
through with each of the classes in detail. This, however, seemed, 
under the existing circumstances, impracticable. Sill, enough 
was ascertained by him, in what he saw and heard, to convince 
that a thorough and effective course of instruction is the rule 
of the Institution. The attention, order and decorum manifest 
v throughout the performances of the classes heard by him, are, 
to his mind, conclusive proof that the professors are not only 
oompetent, but that they exact the work which is requisite, on 
the part of the students. He feels, 'warranted, therefore, in say* 
ing that the internal administration of the University is in safe 
and capable hands. That this conviction is not peculiar to him* 
self is indicated by the increased numbers of students in attend- 
ance dtping the current year, as compared with previous years* 

Without farther adverting to the details of observations 
made in the different departments, the undersigned takes oc- 
casion to refer to a few particulars, which seem to require no* 
tiee in order to action on the part of the government of the 
Institution, 'and to solicit the bounty of the State. 

The University has reached that period in its progress which 
enables its government to pursue a course of higher expediency S3 
than might have seemed practicable at an early stage of its ' 
growth. It is satisfactory to the undersigned to recognize this 
conviction on the part of the Faculty, in the gradually im- 
proved standard of qualifications for admission to its privi* 
leges. This was everyVay desirable, but particularly so in re- 
' spect to the relation proper to be sustained by a University to 
mere preparatory institutions. It is i*ot $00 early for the 
t University of Michigan to claim the eminent position which its 
name imports and its founders projected. A still more exalted 
standard of terms of admission is therefore to be commended. 

The great error of all our collegiate education, in this country, 
from the outset, and more palpably within the last half century, 
has been in attempting more than the time limited for the course ) 
would allow to be accomplished. The consequence has been, 
and continues to be, that our young men leave college with 
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* minds imperfectly disciplined, and thus enter upon the arena of 
life at much less advantage, compared with those whose training 
has been elsewhere, than is either creditable to the individual 
or to the institution whose stamp of scholarship he bears. 

< Further reflection and conference with members of the Fac- 
ulty, induce me to, reiterate my former suggestion of some 
preliminary examination as to the- literary qualifications of 
applicants for admission to the Law and Medical departments. 
One result reasonably to be expected from a proper regulation 
in that respect, would be a marked superiority in the attain- 
ments and subsequent professional standing of graduates over 
those of schools of more easy access. 

LIBRARIES. 

A better acquaintance with the variety and extent of the 
General Library, since its removal and more convenient and 
visible classification than was formerly so practicable, enables 
one to speak with more definiteness as to its deficiencies. 
. These are to be found more equally distributed in the several 
departments than was formerly supposed. The Library is, in- 
deed, only in a State of inception as to most of the departments 
in our own language. In Continental European literature, 
with the exception of the elder French dramatists and the more 
familiar German writers, there is scarcely a beginning. Spain 
and Italy are hardly represented. Of Oriental writers in pro- 
portion, there are still fewer; of the Christian fathers of the 
church, there is not one. The citations in Gibbon, Hume, 
H»11um or Buckle, could be verified only to a very inconsid- 
erable extent, from # the ^collection as it now exists. 

Besides these deficiencies, there are others more noticeable; 
such as the absence of Dodsley's Annual Begister, and its contin- 
uations, a cotemporaneous record of .public acts and events in 
both hemispheres, for upwards of a century past, and down 
to the present time. This, however, with other desiderata of 
the collection, have already solicited attention in the proper 
quarter, and will be supplied whenever the requisite funds are 
at hand and can be used without incurring the present enor- 
mous premiums on foreign purchases. 
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The Law Library is in a far more advanced stage of complete- 
ness than the general one, and with such additions as are likely 
to be made without any special suggestion, will answer all the . 
present objects of that department. It is nevertheless, desira- 
ble especially in the event of the institution of a course on civil 
law, that the Corpus Juris GivUis should be added, together with . 
the principal separate treatise and the commentaries thereon. 

The medicaj section oirfhe general library is respectable in 
amount and variety, but deficient in the range of medical 
history. It couid be usefully enriched with the biography of" 
eminent physicians and surgeons, by an extensive accession of 
treatises and memoirs in the original French, which no accom- 
plished practitioner, and certainly no student who intends to 
be such, should be incapable of consulting with facility. 

The lecture rooms and theatres of the Law and Medical 
departments seem to be convenient and of ample proportions. 
The new structure for the latter, furnished, to a great extent.by 
the wise munificence of the citizens of Ann Arbor, would seem 
to afford sufficient accommodations for all who could be con- 
veniently taught at one institution, so that the principal, care, 
henceforth, shonld be concerned in exalting the qualifications for 
admission, in order to promote the highest grade of attainments 
whidh the liberal foundation here pro vided can be made to secure. 

MUSEUM OF ANTIQUITIES AND ART. 

A topic but slightly, if at all, noticed in a former report must 
not be omitted here, if it were only in self vindication, and that is 
the museum of antiquities and art. This collection, though only 
a beginning, but that of such impressive proportions as to portend 
a noble consummation in the future, is not the least of the claims 
to public regard which the University embodies. Here, at no cost, 
except that of the visit itself, every citizen and every lover of art, 
can see already many of the most famous pieces of statuary in 
the world and their own times being witness, the portraits of the 
sages, the poets, the historians, the statesmen, the illustrious 
warriors and the mighty 'sovereigns of the ancient world; here, 
also, the medallion effigies of the men of genius and letters, and 
the wielders of power from the age of Italian liberty to our own 
era. What an opportunity for self-culture in the refreshing re- 
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view of the studies and reading of the past, and what stimulus to 
-deeper reading in the future is here presented to our people. 

The primary ptArposes of the museum, it is true, is the instruc- 
tion 6f the members of the University; but its benefits were not 
designed, or at least should not have been, to be restricted to 
them, but to be felt by the public at large, in the cultivation of 
the popular taste, and the esthetic education of the whole people, 
-by diffusing a true love for art in evtn pace with, the knowledge 
of letters. This consideration enhances the importance of su- 
peradding to the treasures this collection already contains, others 
of still more attraction, and with sculpture to associate painting 
and combine the power of each in exalting and refining taste, and 
cultivating imagination and rousing latent talent to the produc- 
tion of works to take their place beside that beautiful creation of 
native genius by which the collection has been recently so much 
embellished. 

For the purpose of selecting such appropriate additions to the 
museum as are only to-be obtained in Europe, as well as for the 
purpose of gathering suggestions in relation to the general con- 
ducted the University a leave of absence for a sufficient period 
might be appropriately conceded to the President, as was wisely 
done in the case of his predecessor. With respect to the latter 
reason for the measure, it is not intended to impugn the general 
administration of that officer, which would seem to have been 
both satisfactory and successful; yet there will be, undoubtedly 
in the near future, a much larger demand than in the past for the 
Tery highest attainable qualifications in that position. The mind 
of die country has received an impulse which will inevitably result 
in raising the standard of scholarship requisite for eminence or 
even respectability in any of the public walks of life. For this new 
condition the University must be prepared. But whatever may 
be thought of this reoommendation, there is no doubt as to the 
inadequacy of the present salary of the President, which is now 
only four-fifths of that of a Judge of the Supreme Court. It 
should at once be raised at least to an equal sum. What, besides, 
is requisite to the well being of this seat of learning, may be devel- 
oped, to a great extent, by an earnest and more thorough investi- 
gation of its actual working and by more competent visitation 
than that of the underigned, and for that he most gladly gives 
place. GEOBGE WOODBUFF, 

% 8. S.OUTTEB, 

Dated January 6, 1866. . Visitors. 
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The following are the names, rank, &c , of some of the Grad- 
uates and Students of the University of Michigan, who have 
been, or are now in the United States Military or Naval service: 



DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE, LITERATURE AND THE ARTS. 

CLASS OF 1840. 

Hoa. W.W.Phelps, Col. 3d Minn. Inf. l Mark Antony Mosher, Aas't Surg. 20th Wis. 

| Inf. 

N CLASS OP 181T. 

Theodorlo R. B. Palmer, Lt. Col. 18th Mich. I John S. Nowbery. Provost Marshal. 1st Diat. 
Inf. , I Mich. 

CLASS OF 1848. 

Wells B. Marsh, Div. Surg. Sherman's Ar'y. I Rev. Horatio Watts Shaw, Caapl'n 20th Ind. 

WyllysG. Ransom, Major 1st Kansas Inf. I Inf. 

Jos. B. Smith, Brvt. Col.. U. S. A. John C. Norton, Ara't Surg. U. 8. A. 

* Jes, B. Witherell, Lt. U. S. A. | Benjamin F. Parks, Lt. Col. 13th Illinois Inf. 

CLASS OF 1849. 

Dwight May, Brvt. Brig. Gen. 12th Mioh. Inf. t Rer. David D. Van Antwerp, Post Chaplain, 
Edmund Andrews, Surg. 1st 111. Art., now Beaufort, South Carolina. 

Prof. Surgery in Chicago Modical College. J 

CLASS OF 1860. 
adward Bacon, Colonel 6th Michigan Art. | Gershom M. Barber, Lt. Col. 197th Ohio Inf. 

CLASS OF 1851. 
Ddwin Clay Becker, Brig, Q. M. , U. S. A. f •Philip McKernan, Captain 7th Mich. Inf. 

CLASS OF 1£62. 

•Walker L. Bean, 1st Lieutonant 28th Wis- } *DeGarmo J. Whiting, Captain V. 8. A. 

oonstn Inf. Rer. Chester Solon Armstrong. BWfrfn 4th 

•Sidney A. Bean, Colonel 4th Wtooonain Inf. | Michigan Car. 

CLASS OF 1863. 

8oth M. Barber, Captain Invalid Corps, and I Waldo a Daniels, Ass't Surgeon U. S. A. 
Asst. Provost Marshal 18th Dist. of Ohio. Mortimer Thompson. Adj't Tth K. Y. Inf. 
George M.Lane, Maj.Vot. Reserve Corns. I 

# GLASS OF 1864, 

William Chandler, 1st Lt. 1st Illinois Art. I Lyman Rlohardson. Captain sad Assistant 
John Gomor Evans, 1st Lt. 4th Ohio Inf. | Qoartermaster r/. a A. 

GLASS OF 1866. 
♦Edward P. Clark, 1st Sergeant tth Michigan Infantry. 

•Wed in service or killed la battle. 
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GLASS OF 1856. 



John E. Clark, -Major 6th Mich. Gay.' 
Duane Doty, Adj. 7th Mich. Cay. 
•James P. Jones, Major 7th Maine Inf. 
•Dwight D. Stebbins, Surgeon for San, Com. 

GLASS OF 1857. 



Wm. W. Wheeler, Col. 88th Mich. Inf. 
•Rev. George W. Hood, Major 7th Maine Inf. 
John Q. A. Sessions, Lieut. 7th Mich. Gay. 



Cushman K. Davis, 1st Lient. 28th .Wis. Inf. 
L. Thomas Griffin, 1st Lieut. 4th Mich. Gay. 
George M. Landon, 1st Lieut. 4th Mich. Cay. 
Hobart Miller, Adjutant 9th Mich. Cay. 
Jerome W. Turner, Major, 6th Mich. Cay. 
•Charles B. Hay den, Lt. Col. 2d Mich. Inf. 

CLASS 

Wesley A. Green. 1st Lieut. 4th Mien. Cay. 
John W. Horner, Col. 18th Mioh. Inf. 
Henry F. Lyster, Surgeon 5th Mich. Inf. 
Charles R. Miller, Capt. 18th Mich. Inf. 
•Judd M. Mott, Capt. 16th Mich. Inf. 
Samuel E. Smith, Capt. & Adj. 12th Ind. Inf. 
James P. Mosher, Lieut 25th Mich. Inf. 
Frank AsVew, Brig. -General U. 8. V. 
•John T. Snoddy, Maj. 7th Kansas Cay. 

CLASS 

Rich'd Beardsley, Ass't Paymaster, U. S. N. 
George A. Flanders. Lt. -Col. 8th N. H. Inf. 
Claudius B. Grant, Col. 20th Mich. Inft. 
Rodnew J. Hathaway, Lieut. 66th Ohio Inf. 
C. B. Lamborn, Lt.-Col. Anderson's Gay., 

Penn.. 
Charles D. Lyon, Capt. 3d Mich. Inf. 
E. A. Otis, Assistant Adj't-Gen. Staff of Gen. 

Schofleld. 
' Augustus H. Petibone, Brvt. Lieut. Col. 20th 

Wisconsin Inf. 
Richard a Sab in, Capt. 74th Ind. Inf. 
James D. Snoddy, Lieut. 7th Kansas Cay. 

CLASS 

Louis F. Booth. Capt. 9th Illinois Gay. 
William J. Buchanan, Adi't 3d Mich. Cay. 
•Augustus W. Chapman, Capt. 6th Mich. Art. 
John H. Conrad, Capt. 4th Wis. Inf. 
Silas W. Dunning, Corp'l 124th Illinois Inf. 
•Elon J. Farnsworth, Brig. Gen. U. S. Vols. 
Sullivan D. Green, Lieut. 24th Mich. Inf. 
•Simon C. Guild, Capt. 8th Mich. Inf. 
William N. Ladue, Adj't 6th Mich. Inf. 
Charles H. McCreery, Capt. 8th Mich. Inf. 
•Charles F. Taylor, Col. 1st Penn. Bucktaii 

Rifles. 
C. Fred. Trowbridge, Capt. 16th U. S. Inf. 



Edwin B. Wight, Major 24th Mich. Inf. 
George W. Waldron, Capt. and Ass't Com. 

of Sub. U. 8. A. 
Lycurgus H. Irwin, Capt.'l7th Ind. Inf.- 
Wm. G. Howe , Mass. Inf. 

OF 1868. 

Lyster M. O'Brien, Brevet Major and Gapt. 
27th Mich. Inf. 

Bradley M. Thompson, Maj. 7th Mich. Cay. 
•M. S. Woodruff, Lieut. *Adj. Merrill Horse. 
•Henry A. Buck, Capt. 61st Ind. Inf. 
•Oliver 0. Gomstock , Capt. 1st Mich. Inf. 
A. G. Armington, Capt. Ind. Battery. 
Oscar P. Price, U. 8. Military Purchasing 
Agt. for Dept. of Arkansas. 

OF 1859. 

William Marshal], Lt.-Col. 80th Ohio Inf. 
Arthur T. Wilcox, Col. 12th Ohio Inft. 
•James M. Edmonds, Lt. 6th Mich. Art. 
•John G. Everett, Q. M. U. 8. N. 
Theo.' A. McGraw, Ass't Surgeon, U. S. A. 
Orina Parsons, Lieut. 3d Mich. Cay. 
Ew'd P. Pitkin, Lt. 17th Vet. Reserve Corps. 
Alvin J. Cole, Ass't Surgeon 14th Mich. Inf. 
Edward S. Crosier, 8urgeon Ind. Inf. 
Albert M. Edwards, Lt.-Col. 24th Mich. Inft. 
John T. Sinclair, Corp. 6th Mich. Cav. 
Ozora P. Stearns, Col. 9th U. S. Col'd Inf. 
Stephen H. Webb, Com. Sub. U. S. A. 

OF 1860. 

Abram E. Welch, Major 4th Minn. Inf. 
David H. White, 1st Lieut. 21st Indiana Inf. 
•George A. White, Private 21st Indiana Bat. 

Edgar N. Wilcox, Serg't U. 8. A. 

•Allen H. Zacharias, Capt. 7th Mich. Inf. 
Geo. M. Chester, Capt. & Ass't Q. M. U. S. A. 
Henry H. Hubbard, Lieut. Mich. Eng. Corps. 
George H. Seymour, «' «« 

•George Alexander, 21st Indiana Bat. 
•Henry Clay Arnold. Lieut. 1st Mich. Inf. 
Martin L. Mendenhall, Capt. 8th Penn. Inf. 
C. A. Thompson, Capt. 19th Mich. Inf. 
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•Amos W. Abbott, Ord. -Serg't 9th Mich. Inf. 
Orville S. Abbott, " 1st «• Engs, 
•Fred.. Arn, Major 31st Indiana Inf. 
William H. Beadle, Major Yet. Res. Corps. 
Benjamin F.lteir, Adj't 123d Ohio mf. 
a Porter Brockway, Major 9th Mich. Gay. 
William H. Ooyl, Lt.-Col. 2d Iowa Inf. 
Byron M. Cutcheon, Brevet Brig. Gen. and 

Col..27th Mich. Inf, 
Charles H, Denison, 1st Lt. 6th Mich. Inf. 
Isaac H. Elliott, Gof. 88d Illinois Inf. 
Edwin Hadley, Gapt. 26th Mich. Inf. 

Sphraim G. Hall, " 11th «• 

enry B. Landon, Surg. 7th " 

Edward S. Jackson, Serg't 151st Penn. Inf. 
JohnO. Johnson, CapO*9th «< 

Samuel R. B. Lord, Orderly Serg't Chicago 
Board of Trade Bat. 



John S. Lord .Adjutant 103d Illinois Inf. 
Orrtn L. Mann, Brevet Brig. Gen. and Col. 

89th Illinois Inf. 
Charles E. McAlester. Gapt. 28d Mich. Inf. 
•Walter McCollnm, " 20th " 
Jonas H. McGowan, " 9th Mich. Gay. 
M. Luther Mendenhall, Non-Com. Officer m 

1st Penn. Reserves. 
Hiram R. Mills, Asst. Surg. 8th Mich. Cay. 
•Sidney G. Morse, 1st Lieut. 1st. Mich. Gay. 
James A. Post, Surgeon 28th Ky Inf. 
Samuel D. Quarels, Capt. 6th N. H. Inf. 
G. P. Sanford, Major and Paymaster U. S. V. 
Charles H. Stocking, Surgeon 10th Ky. Inf. 
Thomas B. Weir, Lt. Col. 3d Mich. Cay. 
Henry M. Duffleld, Adj't 9th Mich. Inf. 
Henry D. Merrin, Sergeant 45th Illinois Inf. 
•Eli L. Starr, Sergeant Mich. Inf. 
•Goodwin S. Beaver, U. 3. A. 



Died In service or killed in battle. 
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Rienxi H. Baker, 18th Mich. Inf. 
♦James W. Bingham, 1st Lt. 16th Inf. U. S. A. 
Oliver L. F. Browne, 1st Lt. 149th N. Y. Inf. 
•Roswell P. Carpenter, Capt. 20th Mich. Inf. 
Edward O. Clarke, Corp. 18th Mich. Inf. 
•Marvin A. Gay lord, Sergeant-Maj. 3d N. Y. 

Artillery. 
Joseph C. Greenawalt, Serg't 84th Ohio Inf. 
*Theo. H. Hard, Serg't Maj . 83d 111. Inf. , 
George A. Mason, Aid to Gen. Mc Arthur. 
*Wm. Eagene Nelson, Priv. 4th- Mich. Cav. 
Jonathan W. Newman, Q. M. 147th Ind. Inf. 
•Albert Nye , Capt . 9th Mich . Inf. , 
William Y.Richards, Brevet Maj., Capt. and 

Aid. to Gen. Wilcox. 
George D. Robaoo, Col. 6th U. S. Col'd Inf. 
J. Prentiss Sanger, Capt. 1st Art. U. S. A. 



♦Madison 0. Walker, 8erg't'6th Mich. Inf. 
Charles L. Watrous, Capt. 76th N. Y. Inf. 
Elmore a. Wells, Q.M. Serg't 132dPenn. Inf. 
Montgomery S. Woodruff, Lt. and Sec'y un- 
der General Merrill. 
Orlando B. Wheeler , Serg' t Mich. Eng. Corps. 
Nathan Crosby , Capt. 189th, N. Y. Inf. 
Jos. E. Easlman, Cadet U. S. M.Acad. W. P 
Samuel Howard, Aid to Gen. Starkweather. 
♦Aaron C. Jewett, Adj. 6th Mich. Cav. 
Lew. S. F. Pilchor, Hosp. Stew. U. S. A 
Lewis Drake, Lt. 22d Mich. Inf. 
Henry H. Sloan, Corp. 124 Illinois Inf. 
♦Joseph McConnell, Lt. 18th U. 8. Inf. 
Ridgley C. Powers, Lt. 123d, Ohio Inf. 
Daniel D. Thurber , Q. M. 5th Mich Inf. 
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David Boyd, Capt. Colored Inf. 

John M. Bowers, Com. Clerk 84th Ohio Inf. 

Henry C. Christiancy, Capi. U. S. Inf. 

George S. Decker, Private 5th Mich. Cav. 

Ansel B. Denton, Crfpt. 18th Inf. U. S.A. 

David F. Fox, Adj. 221 Mich. Inf. 

Fred. G. Fuller, Private 77th 111 . Inf. 

dark Gray. Capt. 08d 111. Inf. 

William C. Green, 1st. Lt. 38th N. Y. Inf. 

Franklin Johnson, Capt. 26th Mich. Inf. 

Edward Porler Kibbee, U. S. A. 

A. Schuyler Montgomery, Capt. and Aid to 

General Davidson . 
Milton F. Miles, Lt. 47th Ohio Iof. 
Ira Olds, Assistant Paymaster U. 3. A. 



♦Lyford Peavey, 1st Lt..lst Mich. Inf. 
George Pool Peck, Orderly 7th Mich. Cav 
Delos Phillips, Lt. Col. 28th Mich. Inf. 
Henry C. Pratt. Lt. U. S. A. 
Peter Robers, Illinois Inf. 
Marden Sab in, Capt. 100th Indiana Inf. 
Patterson V. Wilkins, Serg't 102d Ohio Inf 
William A. Chandler, Asst. Surg. U.S. A. 
Charles S. Draper, Aid to Gen. Richardson 
George F. Fish, Lt. 4th Mich. Cav. 
Archibald B. Darrah, Capt. 9th Mich Cav 
George B. Mathews, ll " 

Rob't L. Warren, Lt 29th Mich. Inft. 
Conway W. Noble, 128th Ohio Inf. 



CLASS OF 1864. 



Eben Andrews, Capt. 2Lst Mass. Inf. 
Albert J. Baldwin, Private 1st. Mich. Art. 
Yolney J. Barbour, 6th Conn. Inf. 
William L Barnhart, Brevet Maj. on Gen. 

Custer's Staff. 
Gustavus H. Bryant, Capt. 29th Wis. Inf. 
•F. Augustus Buhl, Capt. 1st Mich. Cav. 
C. A. Burdick", Lt. 10th Wis. Inf. 
Gabriel Campbell, Capt. 17th Mich. Inft. 
William B. Hamilton, Lt. 22d " 
William S. Harbert, Lt. 86th Indiana Inf. 
Dwight J. Harris, Hospital Steward. 
Newton J. Hotchkiss, Capt. 6th U. S. C. Inf. 
James H. Kidd, Col. 6th Mich. Cav. 
Horace Y. Knight, Lieut. 20th Mich. Inf. 
William C. Moore, Capt. 15th " 



Lorison J. Taylor, Capt. 11th Mich. Inf. 
Leroy Moore, Capt . 81st Ohio Inf. 
Henry Kirk Rowley, Adj't 18th Mich. Inf. 
Wm. B. Slemons, Serg't Maj. 66th Ind. Inf. 
♦Joseph Stanfleld, Private 16th Mich. Inf. 
James L Taylor, Sergeant 2d " 

Quincey A. Thomas, serg't 16th " 

Frank J Thwing, Lt. 86th Illinois Inf. 
William Warner, 1st Lt. 22d Wis. Inf. 
Robert L. Warren, Lt. 7th Mich. Inf. 
BlufordB. Wilson, Adj't 1321 Illinois inf. and 

Aid toGen.Lawler. 
Edward Watson, Eng. Corps. 
Frank Walker, U. S. Navy. 
Shubal F. White, Capt. 28th Mich. Inf- 



CLASS OF 1865. 



•David E. Ains worth, Lt. 20th Mich . Inf. 

Henry R. Austin, Lt. 14th U. S. Col'd Inf. 

•John D.Blair, 101st Ohio Inf. 

Edward Boudinot, Q.M. Serg't 85th Ind. Inf. 

•Reuben 0. Breed, 4th Mich. Cav. 

Jas. J. Chistiancy, Lt. & Aid to Gen. Custer. 

George S. Coddington, Corporal 1st N. Y. 

Mounted Rifles. 
Albert A. Day, Captain 20th Mich Inf. 
•Salmon E. Haight, Corp'l 17th »« 



George W. Harmon, Lt. 17th Mich. Inf. 
Rufus J. Palen, Major 19th Col'd Inf. 
•Edgar A. Phelps, Private 20th Mich. Inf. 
•Alfred N. Smith, Sergeant 18th " 
Edgar H. Tailman, 19th u 

James C. Darrah, Lt. 9th M'ch. Cav. 
•Frank G. Woodruff, Capt. 12th U. S. C. Inf 
William P. Worcester, 91st Illinois Inf. 
Milton D. Williams, 20th Mich. Inf. 
Orson B. Curtis, Serg't 24th " 



•Died in service or killed in battle. 
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CLASS OF 1866. 



Karens A. Mwkbam, Corp*! 84 Mloh. Gat. 
Henry W. Hubbard, 184th Illinois Inf. 
William B. feger , 1st Serg't 11th Gfclo Gat. 
Joseph V. Queries, Jr , Lt. 89th Wis. Inf. 
•William E. Butler, 143d Ohio Inf. , N. G. 
William C. Frew, " " •« 

Hudson A. W,hk! , 8erg't 81st New York Inf. 
Frank J Biird, Lt. 138th Illinois Inf. 
Philip M. Asanas, Iudlana Inf. 
George S. While, Q. M. 5th Michigan Gat. 



-William L. Bennett, Music's, 6th N. Y. Oar. 
•Theodore R. Adams, Serg 't 89th Wis. Inf. 
James E. Chambers, Ohio Inf. 
Oliver P. Diokinsoa, 78th Indiana Inf. 
Edward Garst, 71st Illinois Inf. 
Samuel C Jayno, 40th Wisconsin Inf. 
•Eugone A. Kelly,. 1st U. 8. Sharpshooters. 
Horace W Lewis, Lt. 12th Vermont Inf. 
James M. Scott, Hosp'l Ste»d, 54th Ohio Inf 



CLASS OF 1887. 



Thomas If. Potter, 134th Illinois Inf. 
Henry G Williams, United States Nary. 
Motes T. DeW itt , Lt. Wisconsin Inf. 
Frank A. Blackburn , Tib Michigan Battery. 
James Reed, Lieut. 112th New York, Inf. 
James Hutchinson, Ass't Surgeon, Pa. Inf. 
Leander A. Sheets, Adj. 8th 111. Inf. 



Henry N. French, Lt. Michigan Gat. 
Henry H. Drury, Lt. Wisconsin Inf. 
John A. Rollins, Lt. 45th Dlinoto Inf. 
Isaac Kersey, 78lh Indiana Inf. 
Wilson W. Clark, Serj. 150th Pa. Inf. 
Rollin Horton, Hosp'l St'd 23d Ohio Inf. 



CLASS OF 1866. 



Riley C. Storey, Corporal 18th Indiana Inf. 
Joshua S. Reynolds , 162d Ohio Inf. 
Frank Case, 40th Wisconsin Inf. 
William Helper, 4th Ohio Inf. 
Adooiram Carter, 101st Illinois Inf. 
Frank H. Lyman, Corp'1 38th Wisconsin Inf. 
Edward C. Loveli, Captain and A. A. 163d 
Illinois Inf. 



William G. Dickinson, 93d Illinois Inf. 
Thomas Crcswell, U. 8. Navy Gulf Squad. 
1-d ward S. Walter, 4th Michigan Inf. 
Charles Herbert Allen, 1424 Illinois Inf. 
John C. Frocman, Inspector General Dep't 
West Virginia. 



CLASS OF 1869. 



Charles Manly Wells, 1st Pennsylvania Art. 
Edwi i Augustus Horton, S. A. 8. U. S. V. 
Rben Leander Hill, 93th New York Inf. 
Silas Orson Gardiner, 10th N. Y. H. Art. 
Warren O.ney , Captain 66 ih U. S. Col'd Inf. 



Giles E. Still well, 1st Michigan Art. 
James Dewey Burr, 4th «• Inf. 
Harry Waters Kirby, Capt. 80th Ohio Inf. 
William Thomas Freeze, Hosp'l 8te'd,18th 
Illinois Inf. 



CLASS OF 1870. 
J. Eagene Jaskson, Hospital Steward, 80th U. S. Artillery. 



DEPARTMENT OF MEDICINE AND SURGERY. 



GLASS OF 1851. 



Robert 0. Kedale, Surg. U. S. A., now Pro. 
feasor of Chemistry in Michigan Ag'l Col. 



Henry C. Huntsman, Surgeon. 50th U.S. 
CoLInf. 



CLASS OF 1852. 



Atmnnd Andrews, Surgeon, 1st Illinois Art. 
William Brownell, « TJ. 8. A. 
Mm 8. Jamison, " " 

John C.Norton, " " 



Lnman 8. Sterens, Sargeon, 17. Si A. 
Morse K. Taylor, " Illiaois Inf. 
William J. SnUiran, " 1284 Ohio Inf. 
Frank T. Brison, " 29th Ind. Inf. 



Deloa a Heath, Surgeon, U. 8. A. 



GLASS OF 1858. 

| Abel C. Roberts, Surges*, U. S. A. 
CLASS OF 1854. 



John R. Bailey, Surgeon, U. S. A. 
Bolirar Barnnm, " 7th Michigan Inf. 
Boel S. Derby, " U. 8. A. 
* l L.Flint, « U.S.Y. 



Addison R. Stone, Ass't Surgeon, 5th Mich. 

CaTalry. 
WiUiam Hill, Surgeon, 48th Illinois Inf. 
William A. Peek, << Pa, Inf. 



•Died to serTioe or killed in battle. 
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CLASS OF 1865. 



1 E. Bliss, Surgeon, U. S. A. 
Reuben Crowell, " " 

Louis W. Fasquelle, " 23d Michigan Inf. 



William W. Green, Surgeon, U. S. A. 

Andrew T.McCurdy, •« " 

Joseph T. Woods, << 90th Ohio Inf. 



CLASS OF 1856. 



Frederick C. Dexmison, Surgeon, U. S. A. 
Benjamin J. Kershey, ** " 

Bdgar R. Knapp, » " 

Henry C. May. » " 

Alfred Nash, " " 

Francis M.Oakley, « " 



Thaddous P. Seeley, Surgeon, U. 8. A. 
Almon A. Thompson, Ass't Surgeon. 12th 

Michigan Inf. 
Asa K. Warren* Surgeon ,U. 8. A. 
Alvin F. Whelan, •» « 

George F. Witter, «« " 



John R. Rice, Surgeon , U. 3. A . 
Cyras Smith, " " 

James F. Weeds, " " 

•George B.Wilson, " " 



CLASS OF 1857. 



Milton C. Woodworih, Surgeon. U. 8. A. 
James R. Kay, Surgeon, 114th Illinois Iaf. 
Ira P. Smith, Surgeon, New York Inf. 



CI ASS OF 1858 



Ira Brown, Surgeon, U. 8. A. 

Samuel F. Chapin, " 4t 

Albert M.Helmer, " " 

Mergan L. Leach, " " 

Daniel Thomas, " 

William E. Thompson , « - " 

Edgar B.Ward, '•' '• 



Eugene H. Wood, Surge-on, U. S. A. 

*D wight D. Stebbins, Vol. Surgeon for Sani- 
tary Com'n. 

Joel Moody, Ass'tSurgeon, 90lh Pa. Inf. 

Thomas F. Dryden, Ass't Surgson, In d. Inf. 

Henry M. Lilly, Con't Surgeon Hospital of 
S. W. 



CLASS OF 1859. 



William F. Breakoy, Surgeon, U. S. A. 

Byron S. Chase, - " 

Eli H. Collar, " «< 

Robert A. Everett , • 16th Mich. Inf. 

Charles L.Frink. " U.S.A. 

Henry C.Hill, " .. •' 

Andrew J. Hobart. " " 

Phincas A. Jewell, ' •• " 



William Loni*3havr, Surgeon, U. S. A. 
MahlonH Raymond, " " 

John M. Shoemaker, tc " 

William T. Sherwood, ll " 

Samuol Stevenson, «« *« 

James C. Wilson, « 8th Mich. Inf. 

William T. Beadles, Ass't Surg. 111. Inf. 



CLASS OF 1860. 



Ctoorgo W. Bowen, Ass't Surg. ICth Mich. Inf. 

Edgar Haun, Surgeon , U . S. A. 

Fred. A. Lord, " " 

Henry F. Lyster, " 5th Michigan Inf. 

William T. Plant, " U.S.N. 



Samuel R. Pratt, Surgoon, U. S. A. 
Edward Twiss, *« " 

Edward D. W. C. Wing, Surg, 581 Ohio Inf. 
Daniel C. Jones. Ass't Surg. 21 111. Car. 
Henry W.Turner, " 18th Wis. Inf. 



CLASS OF 1861. 



Albert L. Allen, Surgeon, U. S. A. 
A. Marvin Allen, Ass't Surg. 7th Mich, Inf. 
William W. Bailey, Surgeon, TJ.9. A. 
Ellas L. Bissell, " " 

♦Casswell R. Burton, «• " 

Milton Chase, " " 

Anson T. Clark, " " 

Charles B.Tompkins, " 111. Inf. 
Thomas Welch, Ass't Surgoon, Pa'.Cav. 
William Ross, Surgeon, 16th Ohio Inf. 
Henry A. Clelland, " U. 8. A. 
Samuel R. Crawford, Surgeon, 102d Ohio Inf. 
EdwardS. Crosier, " Indiana Inf. 
•William H. Emerson, " U.8.A. 
William E.Frazer, '• '* 

William H. Beck, " 140th Ind. Inf. 

James L. Adams, Asst. Surg. 6th Mioh. Inf. 



Franklin B. Galbraith, Ass't Surgeon. 10th 

Michigan Inf. 
John H. Hutchinson, Surgeon, U. S. A. 
Robert Le Baron, " ««* 

•Robert P: Muenscher, " • " 

Edwin Phillips, " •« 

George R. Richards, Surg. 7th Mioh. Car. 
Millard B. Smith, Surgeon U. 8. A. 
Eleazor 0. Strangland, " " 

Justin G. Thompson, " " * 

Samuel Whlttemore, a " 

Charles J. Lane, Ass't Surgeon, U. 8. Steam 

Transport. 
William rommons, Ass't Surgeon, U.S. F. 
Charles E. Meyers, Surg. 82 i Ohio Inf. 
William F. Fisher, << 60th U. 8. Col. I. 



*I>ie4 in service or killed in battle. 
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Isaiah J. Whitfield, Ass't Snrg. 4th Iowa Inf. 
Enoch E. Burnett, Captain 2i Indiana Car. 
Sanfbrd *. Messenger, Hosp'l Ste'd U. S. a. 
William A. Fleming, 98th Ohio Inf. 
William E. Dockry, Hos. Ste'd 29th Ohio Inf. 
George H. Wade worth, 8th Wisconsin Inf. 
Edward 8 May. Paymaster's clerk. U. S. N. 
Fara A. Kent, Serg't 161st Pa. Inf. 
John J. Taylor, 20ih Illinois Inf. 
John W. Streeter, Lt. Bat. A, 1st Mich. Art. 
Robert S. Kuode, Asj't Surg. 8tb Ind. Inf. 
Jndson J. Rogers, Hosp'l Sie'd, U. S. A. 
Hiram H. BardweU, 28d Michigan Inf. 
William W. Spicer, Ass't Surg'n 102d U. 8. 

Colored Inf. 
Erastua H. Cummings, 8th Mich. Heavy Art. 
Morgan Lancaster .Musician, 9d Mich. Inf. 
Albert A. Brown, Hosp'l St'd, U. 8. A. 
Jesse Hawes, 9th 111. Cav. 
Frederick L. Mathewa, Lt. 69th Pa. Inf. 
Nathan W. Lane, Hosp'l Steward, U. S. A. 
John F. Failing, " " 

Ira B. Read, Capt. 101st Ohio Inf. 
Otho Bonser, Lt. 7th Iowa Inf. 
David R. Lyon, 67th Pa. Inf. 
James E. Barr, Sorj. 13th Ky. Cav. 
Reuben A. Vance, 8erj. 4th Va. Veterans. 
Hiram V. Manzer, 1st U. S. Sharp-Shcoters. 
George Wever. Corp. 22d Mich. Inf. 
Warren G.Wilkinson, Hosp'l St'd, 3d Mich. 

Infantry* 
Henry W. Brown, Musician, 141st Pa. In. 
Joseph W. Morcy , Lieut. 17th N. Y. Inf . 
Charles Bates, Lieut and R. Q. M. 68th Ohio 

Infantry. 
David A. Phillips, Lieut. 126th Illinois Inf. 
Henry A. Bartlett. Hosp. Ward. 35th Pa. Inf. 
Henry Kruger , Hosp'l St'd , U . 8. A . . 
David Fox. 4th Mich. Inf. 
James Parkhurst, 69th 111. Inf . 
William A Brown, 29th Ohio Inf. 
Edgar L. Shackleton, " U, 8. A. 

Alden H. Wight. Lieut. 11th Mich. Inf. 
George A. Stelson, Hosp. Stew. p. S. A 
Martin E. Rider, Surgeon, U. S. A. 
Henry R. Benjamin, Capt. 89th Iowa Inf. 
Thomas J. Eaton, Hosp. St'd 114th Ohio Inf. 
Wm. E. Vaughan, Hosp- stew'd U. 8. A. 
James A. Estell, Sar. Maj. 101st Ind. Inf. 
Wm. R. Berry , Surg. 4th R. I. Inf. 
A.G.Kinkhead, A. Asst. Snrg. U S. A. 
Ezra H. Ballard, Qm. Dept. U. S. A. 
Wm. 8 Marshall, Adj. , 61 Ind . Inf. 
Levi Force, Brevet Maj. U . 8. V. 



William N. Gates, 197th Ohio Inf. 
William L. Griffin, Hqnp'l Ste'd 10th West 

Virginia Inf. 
John J. Taylor, 20th Illinois Inf. 
Henry C. Williams, Yeoman U. S. S. Peri. 
Peter Marcellus, 100th Ohio Inf. 
Samuel C. Murphy, 189th Indiana Inf. 
William Davis, Captain 61st New York. 
George W. Jackson, 18th Michigan Inf. 
David B. Davis, Serg't 6th Indiana Inf. 
Frederick W. Schwan, Signal Corps U. 8. A. 
Gustavus A. Gessner , Hosp'l Ste'd 72d O. Inf. 
Cecil Warner. " U.S.A. 

Jerome J. Robbing, A. Surg. 2d Mich. Inf. 
Wm. 8. Sy names, Hosp'l Ste'd 64th 111 Inf. 
Theodore R. Deming,Corp'l 64th Illinois mf . 
Arthur Pickthail, Ass't Surg. 49th Ind. Inf. 
Blin D. Joslin, Surg'n 10th Michigan Cav. 
Smith T. Ferguson, Ass't Surgeon 188th HI. 

Infantry. 
William N. Downes, 2d Illinois Battery. 
Adelbert J. Haggle, Hos. St'd 149th Pa. Inf. 
Allen De Vilbiss. Hosp'l St'd, 100th Ind. Inf. 
Lewis C. Goodrich, Corp., 4th Mich. Cav. 
James L. Gandy. Hosp'l St'd, U. 8. A. t 
OgdenBloomfteld, << « 

Henry N. Nance, 84th Illinois Inf. 
C. Everett Rutherford, 66th Illinois Ial. 
William W. Hotchkiss, 1st Mich. H. A. 
William Underwood, 2d Ohio H. A. 
John E. 8tardevant, 44th N. Y. Inf. 
Charles H. Wright, Lieut. 134th Ind. Inf. 
John Sadler, 106th Ohio Inf. 
Henry R. Qainn, 146th Ohio, N. G. 
E-Stellman May, Paymaster's Cl'k U. S. N. 
George H. Wadsworth, 8th Wisconsin Inf. 
Eugene V. N. Hall, Serj. 8th Mich. Inf. 
Phillip L. Green, Lieut. 188th Ind. Inf. 
Thomas B. Hanoa, Captain 91st 111. Inf t. 
Isaac Myers, 16th Ohio Inf. 
Charles T. Bennet, Hosp'l St'd 8th Mich. Inf. 
Howard Irvine, Capt., Wis. Inf. 
Daniel M. Edwards, 1st Maine H. Ar tilery. 
David H. Chase, Hosp. Stew. 17th Ind. Inf. 
Lyman a Grossman, " 136th U. S. C. Inf. 
Irving Bath, " 47th Wis. Inf. 

Martin J. Doyle, " 29th Ma. Inf. 
Julian H. Axtell, Lieut. 1st Mich. Inf. 
Joseph a Jackson, Surgeon 121st U. 8. C. Inf.' 
Edward O Plumbe, Hos St'd 6th Iowa Cav. 
Menso D. Halsey, A. Asst. Surg. 142d N. Y. 

Inft. 
Alexander McMillen, Lt. 17th 111. Cav. 
David Jennings, Hosp. St'd 2d III. Cav . 



LAW DEPARTMENT. 



CLASS OF 1860. 



Henry H. Fin ley, Capt* and Asst. Com: Sab. 

Frederick Pistorious,Lt. 9th Mich. Cavalry. 

Charles D. Stevens, Capt. 18th Mich. Inf. 

•Norvell E. Welch, Col. 16th Mich.Iuf., kill- 
ed on J imes River. 

*M. B. Wells, Lt. Col. 21st Mich. Inf ., killed at 
Chieamauga. 

Lawrence Horrigan, Capt. 2d La. Col'd Inf. 



Edward P. Pitkin, Capt. Invalid Corps. 
Ozora P. Stearns, Col. 9th U. S. Col'd Inf. 
•Edward*. Clark, Jr., Serg't 6th Mich. Mf., 

killed on the Mississippi. 
Charles R. Miller, Capt. 18th Mich. Inf. 
Bradley M.Thompson, Lt.Col. 6th Mich. Cav. 
Arthur T. Wilcox, Capt. 12th Ohio Inf. 



CLASS OF 1861. 



George M. Chester, Q. M. Dept. Washington. 
James & Fisher, Capt. 1st Mich. Cav. 
•John Gilluly, Lt. Col. 6th Mich. Inf. 



J. Moore Wilts, Lt. 3d Mich. Cav. 

Joseph T. Brown, Capt. 62d Illinois Inf 

David T. Brown, Hos. Stew. 22d " M 



•Died in service or killed in btttle. 
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George C.Gordon, Capt. 24th Mich. Inl. 



killed 



Inf.. 



•Newell Grace Lieut. 

at Gettysburg . 
Samuel B. Hood, Lt. 22i Illinois Inf. 
♦Harrison H. Joffbrds, Col. 4th Mich. 

killed at Gettysburg. 
William A. Martin, Lt. 4th Mich. Cav. 
C. Dostan Roys, Capt. Mich. Bat. 
•William W.Spencer, Serg't 89th Illinois Inf., 

died of wounds on James River. 



Henry H. Ford, Lt. 13th Mioh. fhf. 
JohnD. Parkhurst, Major 4th Ky.Inf. 
John B. Dagoo, Lt. U. S. N, f Gem. Gunboat 

Alice. 
•Charles Shier, 'Jr., Gapt.l* Mich. Car.* 

killed ia Shenandoah Valley. 
Charles H. Dennison, Lt 6th Mich. Inf. 
C. Fred. Trowbridge, Capt. 16th U. S. Inf. 
Eli L. Cook, 65th Illinois Inf. 



CLASS OF 1802. 



John Atkinson, Lt. Col. 80th Mich. Inf. # 
Albert Babcock , Lieut . 18th " 
Wm.K.Compton,Smg't Bat. 6th, Mich Cav. 
Albert £. Cowles, 20th Mich. Int. 
•Anson 0. Doolittle, Gapt. 2d Wis. Inf., died 

in the service. 
James E. Hawes, — Indiana Inf. 

Perry Ha was, " " 

Lew.S. HoMen, Capt. 20th Mich. Inf. 
Samuel M. Eneeland, Lt. 18th u 
M. Mclntyre, Serg't 31 Mich. Cav. 

Edward P. Stebbins, Mich. Inf. 

Bethuel A. Virden, Private 95th Ohio Inf. 
A. C. WaUin, Lt. 5th Mich. Inf. 



•Wendell D. Wiltse, Capt. 20th Mioh. tof 

killodatKnoxville. 
S. H. Ballard, L\ 6th Mich. Cav. 
JohnW. Nelson, U. S. A. 
Asa A. Gardner, Capt. 66th Ohio Inf. 
•Morris Roberts, Lt. 26th Mich. Inf. 
•Wm. M. Green, Lt. 20th " killed • 

in battle. 
John S. Smith; Lt. 8th Mich. Car. 
John W. Emerson, Col. Missouri Vol 
Cyrus J. Thompson, 186 th Indiana Inft. 
James K. Ewart, Capt. 26th Ohio Inr. 
Isaac Gardner, Capt. 27th U. S. Col'd Inf. 
James B. Porter, Hos p. S'<ew. 47th Ohio Inf. 



CLASS OF 1863. 



Hiram Emory Abbott, 1st Serg't 124th Ill- 
inois Inf. 

Ohas B. Butler , Capt. Wis. Inf. 

Esra D. Hart man, Lt. 100th Indiana Inf. 
George W. Herrick, — Indiana Inf. 
Levi Andrew Humphreys, Lt. 4th Mich. Bat. 
•Henry C. Norville, Capt. 23d Mich. Inf. 
Charles T. Osborn, 5th Mich. Cav. 



William H. H. Russell, Prlv. 1st Mich. Inf. 
•Alexander Stillwell, Capt. 81 Ohio Ia& 
Wesley S. Thurston, Private 111th " 
Charles D. Willard . Lt. l»th Wis. Inf. 
Albert L. Worden, Navy. 

William H. Sherman, Lt. Mich. 1st. 

Phillip H. Kumler, Ohio Inf. 

•James M. Edmonds, Jr. 6th Mich. Art. 



CLASS OF 1864. 
Halbert B. Case, Capt. 24th Ohio Inf. | Daniel C. Youog. Sorg't 84th Illinois Inf. 

CLASS OF 1866. 



David H. White, Lt. 74th Indiana Inf. 
Charles L. Watrous, Capt. 76th N. T. Inf. 
fieth E. Englc, 17th Mich. Inf. 
Henry O. McDaid. Q. M. Serg't 140th 111. Inf. 
Benjamin N. Smith, 96th 111. Inf. 
Jerome Bo wen, Lt. 11th Mich. Inf. 
William Page, 141st 111. inf. 
Charles W. Diehl,84th Ohio Inft. 



James Redmau, Lt. 49th Ohio Inf. 

Gideon B. Stiles, 14th Mich. Inf. 

Cyrus W. Leverett, 1381 Illinois Isf. 

Frank J. Baird, Lt. 188th " 

Cassias S. St abbs, 29th Pa. Inf. 

Sinclair D. Parks, Serg't 188th Indiana Iaf. 

William F. Parsons, Capt. 29th Wis. Inf. 



CLASS OF 1866. 



George E. Morrow, 2d Ohio,* Inf. 
Nathaniel J. Manning, Capt. 26th Ohio Inf. 
Richard H. Schooley,Lt. 60th N. T.Bng. 
John D. Smith, Lt. 921 Ohio Inf. 
Milo P. Smith, Capt. 31st Iowa Inf. 
Erastus F. 8mith, Lt. 46th Ohio Inft. 
Virgil C. Leeds, Corp. 64th " 
EdmM Shaw, Serg't Major 110th Pa. Inft. 
James M Rice, 10th Illinois Inf. 
William B. Parker, U. 8. Mar. Corps. 
William Hunter, Capt. 97th Ohio Inf. 
Luclan C. Blanchard, 23th Iowa Inft. 
Joseph W. Taylor, 61st Illinois Inf. 
Daniel W. Grouse, Hos. Stew. 74th Pa. Inf. 
Charles E. Soule, AdJ't 10th Mich. Cav. 
James L. Bigh, AdJ't 49th Wis. Inf. 
Laden B. Crooker, Capt. 65th Illinois Inf. 
Henry C. Chapman, 21st Indiana Bat. 
John C. Johnson, Capt. 149th Pa. In,. 
Philip W. Coleman, 8th Mich. Inf. 
Isaac Harvey, 187th Indiana Inf. 
Benjamin W. Smith, 95th Illinois Inf. 



Milton B. Culter, Gapt. 80th Ohio Inf. 
Frank Evans, Major 81st " 

Hannibal Hart, Serg't 6th Mioh Oav. 
Edson W. Lyman, Serg't 76th H^ois Iar - 
David F. Embree, Capt. 42d Indiana Iaf - 
Harrison WoodsmaU Mai . 115th « 
Patrick H. Derby, Lt. 15th Ky . Car. 
Samuel M . Bowers, 7th Illinois iaf . 
Henry D. Merrill, 45th « 

Thomas L. Byrne, Serg't 11th Mass. Inf. 
Wilbur F. Hall. Corp't 81st N. t. Inf, 
Stephen L. Taylor, 4th Vermont Inf. 
Charles Evans, 84th Ohio Inf. 
Rufus H. Blodget, 4th Wis. Inf. 
Lysander W. Tulleys, Lt. Col. 44th Ohio laf 
Watson Parrish, Corp'l 89th Illinois Inf. 
Levi Smoyer, Capt. 176; h Pa. Inf. 
Charles E. Smith, Serg't 101st Ohio Inf. 
George Fish, Lt. 4th Mich. Oav. 
Esra Keeler, SeJ. Sig. Corps U. P. A. 
William Marshall, Lt. Col. 80ih Ohio Inf. 
Milo P. Smith, Capt. 31st Iowa Inf. 



* Died in service or killed in battle. 



ANNUAL REPORT OF THE STATE BOARJ> 
OP EDUCATION. 



Unusual proqptfifctoMi attended tl^ pn^ i^tj^W^^W^ 
ait fWTtinittftrl to th*. om t» ofrthe Beard of TCdrirftltiQTT, duiimt 
the past year. 

Notwithstanding the repeated drafts which the war has- 
made upon the Normal School, it has suffered less, perhaps, 
than other institutions of learning. No institution has been 
more prompt to meet every demand, and immediately supply 
its quota of soldiers to fill up the wasted ranks of the National 
army. Large numbers of the Normal students were members 
of the Michigan 17th volunteers. They laid aside their books, 
and hurried away to the front, reaching South Mountain just 
in time to take part in that fearful engagement, and making a 
record which will remain so long as the history of the rebellion 
lasts. ^ 

Notwithstanding these repeated drafts upon the School, it* 
operations have not been suspended for a single day. The 
School has been filled to its utmost capacity nearly the whole 
time. No one visiting the School would, from diminished 
numbers, ever suspect that a cruel war was wasting the coun- 
try. The past year has witnessed as great success in the 
different departments of the Normal School as any previous 
year. 

The Board regret to be compelled to report the resignation 
of the Principal of "the Normal School, Prof. A. S. Welch. It 
is known to many that the health of the Professor has been 
delicate for a number of years. Indeed, he was compelled, 
some years since, to leave the School temporarily and take a. 
journey to Europe for his health. It was then feared he woul«L 
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mot again be able to resume his duties in the School, but the 
journey proved of great service to him, and he, on his rettUQ, 
entered at once upon his work with renewed vigor. His 
health has again foiled, and he felt that a change of bofft 
cHmate and oooupation was demanded. He therefore felt com* 
palled to tender his resignation, and has removed to Florida. 
Xh* Board are mafeing diligent search for a competent man to, 
illhisplaoe. 

On taking leave of Prof. Welch the following letter was pre- 
sented him as an expression of the esteem felt by the Board 
for him, and to acknowledge their gratitude for the valuable 
services rendered by him to the educational interests of the 

Lansing, Nov. 9th, 1865. 

Paov. A. 8. Wrlch: Dsar Sir— In accepting your resignation as Prin- 
cipal of the State Normal School, the State Board of Education desire to 
present to you tome expression of their high personal regard for yon, and 
also to acknowledge the profound sense of obligation that both themselves 
and the people of the State are under to you, for the deep interest you 
have always exhibited, not only in the prosperity of the Normal School, 
bat in the cause of education generally throughout the State. 

It is not senseless flattery,, but simple justice lor us to say that the com- 
plete success of the Normal School has been very largely owing to your 
earnest and untiring labors. 

. JM[any of the best years of your life have been devoted to building up 
the Normal School, and during these years your influence has been ex- 
tended beyond the limits of the State, and this Influence has been both at 
home and abroad, that of a successful educator. 

Ton have rendered essential aid in developing our Public School System* 
Ton have always been present at the meetings of the State Teachers' As- 
sociation except when necessarily absent from the State. ' You have not 
been present as a silent spectator, but as one of its most active and 
influential members. 

Many of the best features both of the constitution and by-laws of the 
Association are either the product of your own pen or tjie result of your 
wise suggestions. 

Since the organization of the State Teachers' Institutes you have been one- 
of the most popular and successful Lecturers. This has brought you into 
immediate contact with the most cultivated, and best minds of the state, 
who cherish for you feelings of the highest regard and esteem. 
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We accept your resignation with many regrets, and were it not that 
your health demands a change of climate and occupation, we should not 
willingly consent to your leaving your present responsible position* 

la going from us, you will leave behind you a host of the warmest of 
•friends, not only those who have been yotfr pupils and fellow teachers, but 
.Tour fellow citizens, who will cherish for you a kind and grateful memory. 

Your intercourse with the Board of Education, has ever been of the 
pleasanteat character. Although questions of the gravest moment rela- 
tive to the interests of the Normal School have often arisen, and questions 
*t once revealing the fact that there were decided differences of opinion, 
jet their discussion has been conducted with great candor, and the con- 
clusions reached have been most satisfactory to all. 

Please accept our warmest thanks for the deep interest you hare ever 
exhibited in the cause*of Education in our State, and for your earnest 
efforts to aid in developing our Public School System. 

Our Prayer shall ever be that the same kind Providence may continue to 
guide you in the future, which has aided you in the past, and may your 
life be prolonged and strength and wisdom given you, that you may yet do 
«s noble a work as that you have already accomplished. 

Witter J. Baxter, 
Daniel B. Brown, 
Edwin Wiluts, 

ORAMBL &08FORD, 

Slate Board of Education. 

THE AGRICULTURAL AND NORMAL MUSEUM. 

The completion of the museum edifice has been delayed in 
consequence, in part, of the difficulty of obtaining laborers to 
do the work, but more especially on account of the expense 
of materials for building. The committee having in charge 
the erection, succeeded in laying the basement and building 
the first story last year. They resumed the work again last 
autumn and have erected the walls and enclosed the building. 
No injury resulted to the walls by standing through the winter, 
•as they were thoroughly protected. 

STATISTICS. 

NORMAL DEPARTMENT. 

dumber of pupils in Class A, 55 

" " " B, -. 29 

" " " C, 99 

41 " " D, 49 

*« " " E '. 52 

<t ti cc p # ,..,..• 23 

Total, 256 v 
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GLASS GRADUATED MARCH, 1865. 

Ltezte Artley, South Plymouth. Hannah Griswold, NorthviiI&*- 

Samuel S. Babcock, Flint. Frederick D. Hart, Plymouth. 

George C. Bannan, ParkVMe. Mary D.' Henry, Tpsilanti. 

Martha E. Crane, Traverse Gity. Roderick G. Hepburn, Wayne. 

Addle Ghandler, Clinton. Edward A. Haight, Tpsilanti. 

. Frances V. Clark, Mendon. Myra A. Knight, Adrian. 

Hannah J. Clements,' Kensington. Joshua S. Lane, Tpsilanti. 

Serwyn Douglass, Superior. Lucy A. Nelson, Wheelock, Vt 

Sera Raton, Ridgeway. Myron Voorheis, White Lake. 

Betsey A. Gould, Saranac. Mary Wall, Sandstone. 

COURSE OF STUDY Df KXFZKIMBXTAL DBPARTMKMT. 

Primary Department— First Grade. 

Facts in Natural Sciences. 

Primary dolors. 

Botany— Trees, Shrubs, Bushes, Vines, Flowers, Grains, Vegetables^ 
Bruits, Nats, Seeds. 
4 Physiology— Human Body. 

Natural Philosophy— Air, Water, Rain, Snow, Hail, Vapor, Steam, Dew, 
Jtag; Glouds, Sun, Moon, Stars. 

Mathematics— Counting by Objects, Time Table, Drawing Straight lines. 

Language— Words, Things before Names, Moral Stories, Concert Verses. 

Gymnastics and Singing. 

Second Grade. 

Botany Continued— Simple Leaf Forms and Flower Forms, Trees ami 
Wood. 

Zoology— Animal, Mammals; 1, Two Handed; 2, Four Handed; 3, Flesh* 
Bating; 4, Cud-Chewing; 5, Thick-Skinned;. 5, Gnawers; Color, Form,. 
Stae, Habits, Food, Use and Speed of Domestic^ Animals. 

Natural Philosophy— Color, Scale of Tints and Shades of Primary Sim- 
ple Properties of Matter. 

Mathematics— Counting by Objects, Addition; Long Measure by Objects; 
Drawings, Angles and Plane Figures. 

Language— Webb's Primary Reader, Sounds of Vowels, Combination 
with Consonants; Moral Stories, Concert Verses, Maxims. 

flinging and Gymnastics. 

Third Primary. 

Botany Continued— Leaf and Flower Forms, Compound Leaves, Parte 
Of the Flower, Root Forms. 

Zoology— Birds— 1, Flesh-Eaters; 2, Perchers; 3, Climbers; 4, Scratch- 
en; 5, Waders; 6, Swimmers. 

Natural Philosophy— Simple Experiments, Secondary Colors. 
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Mathematica— Subtraction, Multiplication and Division Tables by Objects, 
Analysis or Numbers, Drawing Plane Figures, Table or Miscellaneous 
Things. 

Language— Beading, fRTebb's 1st Reader "begun, Spelling by Sound, 
Concert Verses, &c, Singing, Ac 

First Grammar. 

Sill's Synthesis, Daviea* Arithmetic continued, fourth Reader, Spelling, 
Composition, Declamation, Penmanship, Drawing, Vocal Music. 

Second Grammar. 

Welch's Analysis, Datles' Arithmetic finished, Zoology, 6th Reader, 
Spelling, Composition, Declamation, Penmanship, Vocal Music. 

Third Grammar. 
History, Entomology, Algebra begun, Latin or German, Composition. 

HIGH SCHOOL. 

First Grade. 

*• 

Algebra flnfched, Latin, German or French, Botany, (Summer term,) 
Physical Geography. 

Second Grade. ' 

Physiology and Astronomy, Geometry bagun, Latin, German or French ' 
Composition. 

Third Grade. 

Chemistry, Geometry finished, Rhetoric, Latin, German or French 
finished. 

WITTER J. BAXTER, President. 
.0. HOSFORD, Secretary (ex-officio.) 
DANIEL E. BROWN, 
ia>WIN WILLTTS. 
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IBM. 


Is 


To Whom Drawn. 


Object. 


Amoint. 


Jm'y I 
Oct 21 

" 21 
tl 21 


57 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

4 

5 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

13 

14 

15 

16 

IT 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

1 


A. S, Welch, . . J 

E. L, Ripley, ,- 

F. & &. Moore, 

A. Minor, , . , . . , 


Specimens for Uuaeura, 

200 bird stands, ,. 

Lumber lor Museum, . . . 

2 cords wood, 

Sawiog wood, 

Sundries lor Nor. Sen 1 !, 
u ii 

Brick for Museum, 

Expenses to Detroit, . . . 
1 qr. Salary, 


$ 5 25 
U 80 

m 25 

10 00 


ii 31 

" 21 
" 31 


W. Durkro...... , 

Bedford & Camp, 

Sweet & Bro,j ......... 


1 12 

: T21 

27 19 


M ai 


C, Stuck. . . 


4&7 BO 


tl 21 
ii 21 


A, & Welch, : 

A, Miller,... 


4 15 

1&0 00 


M 21 
*' 21 

11 21 
ii 21 
II 21 


A. S. Welch...... 

Daniel E, Brown, ...... 

& WitlitB 

J* M, Gregory \ , 

A. S, Welch, 


Purchase of Apparatus, 
Services and expenses, . 

14 ft 
it tl 

I qr. Salary, 


60 00 
13 85 
13 60 
10 35 
450 00 


M 20 


J. F. Carey, 


t ■* 


300 00 


« 20 


D. P. Mayhew, 

E. L. Bipley, 


1 ;| 


300 00 


<« 20 


1 IE 


300 00 


* 2tt 


J. Beogel .' 

J. Goodison, 

A. D. Ripley, 


1 * r 


259 00 


n 2d 


1 '* * 


200 00 


M 20 


\ " *;.■« - 


162 60 


" 20 
n 20 


Mlsa Rice 

Miss Pomeroy, ........ 

F. H. Pease, 


112 50 
100 00 


" 20 


1 u 


125 00 


" 23 
" 23 


Miss Pomeroy 

H. Jacobs , . . 


Balance on Fast i^ t . - 

Janitor, j 

ri 

Expenses, 


12 50 

J>6 00 

113 50 


N 31 


it 


Jan'y 4 


J. M* Gregory, , n ; 


IS 20 




Bad, to dow ftcc\ . . 


1,010 99 




■ 


$*,585 37 
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GBXDXT. 

1864. 

By balance from old account, , • $936 87 

Hot. 10. •• warrants, , 600 00 

Dee. 4 " M 2,000 00 

March 6. " tuition, Oct. 1st 1864 to March 6th, 1865 1,148 60 

$4,585 37 
Balance to new account, 1,010 99 

YptUanti, March 7th, 1866. 
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> . 




*o Whom Draw* 


Otjt*. 


Amort. 


Jane 20 


1 
2 


E. L. Ripley, 

A. 8. Welch, 


8al»"- 


$330 00 


Harch 14 






495 00 


" •• 14 


3 

\ 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

IS 

\i 

16 
17 
18 
19 
20 

"i 


D. P. Mayhew, 

E. L. Ripley 




330 00 


«« 14 




330 00 


•• 14 


X F. Carey, 




330 00 


•• 14 


J. Goodlson, 




220 00 


•• 14 


J. G. Beugel, 




275 00 


" 14 


Mias Rice, 




123 75 


•• 9 


A. D Ripley, 

L. Pomeroy, 




178 75 


" 141 




110 00 


. M - M 


F. H. Pierce, , . . . . 

D. E. Brown, 




137 60 


•• 14 


8ei 


vif»M and ErnAnfittt 


37 10 


" 14 


O. Hostord, 


•« a 


26 00 


•• 14 
M 14 


E. WilliuC 

A. 8. Welch, 


Poi 

Ex 

Inc 

No 
• 

• 


• • . M 

stage, 


70 60 
9 00 


•• 16 


A. 8. Welch, 


penses. to Lansing,. . 
Identals, 


12 00 


" 16 


B. Faclett ft Co., 

BlckTord ft Cunap, 

Sweet & Bro.,. 

Sweet ft Bro., 


678 08 


" 20 
•• 20 
u 20 


rmal School, 

* •* 


39 68 
48 61 
68 23 


m 20 


F. R. Patterson, 


Programmes, #. ... 

Balance to new acct, . . 


6 00 
669 39 






$4,263 49 



TBEAflURKBS BKPORT. 



105 



GBXDIT. 
1865, 

March 6. By balance from old acc% $1,010 99 

•• 96. "warrants, 2,600 00 

•* 26. " tuition from March 1, 1866 to Jane 27, 1666 752 60 

$4,263 49 
Balance, , 669 39 



Board o/EduoalioninAcc'ttvOhRKJIemphiU, Treasurer. 

DEBIT. 



June 2 

•* 20 

♦. 20 

" 20 

•• 20 

- 20 

h so 

u 20 

m 20 

" 20 

•4 20 

« 27 

« 27 

■" 27 

" 27 

" 27 

.« 27 

" 27 

u 27 

•• 27 

« 27 

M 27 

•* 27 

•4 27 

u 27 

« 27 

« 27 

" 16 

m 15 

June 27 






To Whom Drawn. 



2 Prof. A. S. Welch, Salary, . 

3D. P. Mayhew, 
4 J. P. Carey, . . 
6 J. Goodison, . 

6 J. Bengel, 

7 F. H. 

8 Mrs. A. D. Ripley, 

9 Miss Mary Rice, .... 

10 Miss C. Pomeroy, . . . 

11 Prof. A. S. Welch, . . 

12 Prof. J. P. Carey, . . 

13 Prof. D. P. Mayhew, 

14 Prof. E.L. Ripley,.. 

15 Prof. J. Goodison, . . 

16 Prof. J. Bengel, .... 

17 Proi. F. H. Pease, . . 

18 Mrs. A. D.Ripley,.. 

19 Miss Mary Rice, .... 

20 Miss C. Pomeroy, . . , 

21 Francis Raymond, 

22 A. Minor, 

23 W. Andrew & Stanway, 

23 Smith ABro 

24 Beckford & Camp, 

25 H. VanTuyl 

26 Cbas. Scribner, 

27 0. Hosford, 

28 W.J. Baxter, 

29 B. Willite 

30 O. Hosford, 

SOW. W. Hemphill, 




Account, . 
Labor, ... 
Sundries, , 



Books,. 
Expenses, 



Amount. 



3 meetings, . 



Bill expenses, , 

Balance to new acc% 



$495 00 

330 00 

330 00 

220 00 

275 00 

137 60 

178 75 

123 75 

110 00 

495 00 

330 00 

330 00 

330 00 

220 00 

275 00 

137 50 

178 75 

123 75 

110 00 

12 00 

1 00 

1 30 

36 90 

9 88 

1 26 

20 00 

16 00 

76 30 

11 60 

12 00 
463 42 

1,433 84 

$6,824 39 
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OUDIT. 

1866. 
Jane 27. By balance of Acc't, $669 39 

•■ 27. "warrants, 6,000 00 

Not. 9. " taiUon from Jane 27th to date, 1,255 00 

$6,824 39 
Balance of Acc% 1,433 84 



STATE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE. 



To Hon. Okambl Hosfobd, Supt. Pub. Instruction: 

Snt— I herewith inclose to yon my Annual Report of the 
Agricultural College of the State of Michigan. 

Tout ob'd't serv't, 

T. C. ABBOT, 

President. 



REPORT. 



No full report of the present organization of the Stfcte Agri- 
cultural College has appeared in the reports made to the 
Superintendent of Priblic Instruction. It will be proper, 
therefore, to give in considerable detail the Course of Instruc- 
tion pursued at the College. 1. The College is a professional 
school, Tor imparting instruction in the sciences upon which 
Agriculture and other practical arts of life depend. The course 
of study, however, is modified and enlarged from a purely pro- 
fessional character, and embraces History, Rhetoric English 
Literature Stafeal Philosophy, And Political Economy. This 
is done in accordance with the law of die State. It was 
doubtless anticipated that the students who went through the 
course of study at the Agricultural College would not take 
another ooiuve eftsewbiere. Such studies of an unprofessional 
' character therefore, itahte intfddttoed into it, as would give the 
graduate the most complete command of his acquirements in 
social and cMl life. The Course of Study is given below in 
falL * 
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2. A second characteristic of the School is the Labor System. 
Each student labors three hours every day. The work is per- 
formed under the direction, and, as far as may be, under the 
eye of the Professors of the College. Although some compen- 
sation is allowed for this work, yet the chief object of it is 
neither profit to the student nor to the College. . It is con- . 
ducted/or the education of the student, under rubs which will 
shortly be given. 

3. There is consequently vital connection between the class- 
room and the farm, gardens, orchards, and stock. All these, 
and the management of, them, become objects of study to the 
student They serve him both as means of illustration, and as 
fields for practice. 

The rules by which these features of the College become 
realized are as follows: 

RULES. 
Rule 1. At least one week before the commencement of the term la 
each year, the Superintendent of the Farm shall present to the President 
of the College, in writing, a plan of the system of cultivation and manage- 
ment of the farm, proposed for the season, giving in detail the contem- 
plated operations for each field and division. % Thia plan shall embrace: 

1. Proposed permanent improvements; 

2. The crops to which each field is to be devoted, together with the variety 
and quantity of seed proposed; 

S. The mode of culture, and the kind and qaantlty of fertilizers proposed 
for each crop; 

4. A detailed and accurate description of any new seed or mode of cul- 
ture, if any such is proposed, together with a full account of the advan- 
tages likely to be derived therefrom. 

Rule 2. The Superintendent of the Horticultural Department shall, In 
like manner, present a plan of operations for his department, giving the 
details as minutely as possible for each section and subdivision of the 
gardens and grounds. 

Rule 3. The Faculty shall carefully consider the plans presented by the 
Superintendents, and discuss as rally as possible the principles involved in 
the proposed methods ; and they offer such suggestions and amendments 
as may seem desirable for perfecting and maturing the same. The plans 
as perfected and adoped by the Faculty, shall be carried out in practice on 
the farm and in the gardens, unless modified by the Board of Agriculture 
when relerred to them. 
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Rule 4. The plans for conducting the farm and gardens, as soon as de- 
termined, shall be recorded in fall by the Secretary, in books kept in his 
office for that purpose. 

Rule 5. The Professor of Agricultural Chemistry shall present to the 
Faculty a detailed statement of a proposed system for the management, 
manufacture and proper preservation of manures, having reference to the 
best and most economical disposition of the same, and the adaptation of 
special manures to particular crops. 

Rule 6. The Faculty, after a full examination and discussion of the pro- 
posed system for the management of manures, shall determine the plan to 
be pursued, and make suitable provisions for putting into practical opera- 
tion the plan adopted. 

Rule 7. The Superintendents of the Farm and Gardens shall keep a 
journal of all the work done in each field of their respective departments, 
and of all transactions connected with the same. This journal shall be 
transcribed by the Secretary, once a month, into books kept in his office 
for that purpose. The journal shall embrace: 

L A general statement of the weather at the time of preparing the soil— 
ef putting in the crop— of cultivating the same— during its growth, and at 
the time of harvesting; 

2. A detailed account oi the crops raised in each field and in the garden, 
including a statement of the condition of the soil before cultivation, and 
during its preparation for the crop; the method of seeding, with variety 
and quantity of seed used, and its preparation for sowing or planting; 
' 3. Details of the growth of the crops and any circumstances that may ^ 
have influenced the development or maturing of it. 

4. The time of harvesting the crop, the condition in which it is secured, 
the disposition made of ffce same— as, where stored, whether sold or not, 
with the yield and general results; 

5. Purpose for which the crop has been cultivated, whether for profit or 
to test some new variety of plant or method of cultivation. 

Rule 8. A committee shall be appointed by the Faculty at the commence- 
ment of the term in each year, to prepare and report a series of experi- 
ments for the next season, which report shall be presented to the Faculty 
at its first meeting in October following. 

Rule 9. The Faculty shall decide upon the experiments to be made, and 
the manner of conducting the same; and shall appoint some one of their 
number to superintend such experiments. Each officer having in charge 
any experiment shall keep a full record of his proceedings in conducting 
the same. 

Rtle 10. Students, who have attained a suitable proficiency in their, 
studies, may be appointed to assist in conducting experiments, and they 
shall, for that purpose^ be under the direction of the officer having charge 
of the same. 
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Bulb 11. The Superintendent of the Farm shall present to the Faculty, 
at their first meeting in February, a report on the stock belonging to the 
College, giving a detailed account of its condition, mode of management, 
increase and results of the system of breeding, together with such sugges- 
tions as he may think fit to make. This report shall embrace— 

1. The number and kind of horses, their management and condition; 

2. The number and condition of each of the different breeds of neat 
cattle; the number of grade animals, and the breeds from which they have 
been derived; and proposed disposition of the same; 

3. The number and condition, tf each distinct breed of sheep, and the 
grades of tl^e same, with a statement of the amount and quality of' wool 
produced, their management, increase, &c. ; 

4. Swine; 

5. Poultry; 

Bulb 12. Each breed of domestic animals shall be so kept as to avoid 
any ganger of crossing or mixing with any other breed. Gross breeding 
shall not be permitted, except to accomplish a definite object, or for the 
purpose of experiment, and then only in accordance with a plan, setting 
forth the object to be accomplished and adopted by the Faculty ; who shall 
prescribe such regulations as may be necessary for putting the same into 
practical operation. 

ftvLE 13. An accurate record of the stock belonging to the College shall 
be kept to * book provided for that purpose. The details of the breeding 
and management of each breed shall be carefully and distinctly stated, 
together with the purpose for which each animal is kept, and the disposition 
made of the same. 

Rule 14. For the purpose of imparting to the student an accurate 
knowledge of Agriculture as an art, the Instructors in the several depart- 
ments of the College, in their class-exercises, shall illustrate the sciences 
taught, as far as possible, by a thorough discussion of the principles 
involved in the details of the practical operations on the farm and in the 
garden. * 

Bulb 15. The Superintendents of the Farm and Gardens shall make an 
annual report on the implements used, in their respective departments, 
giving the results of their experience in the use of each implement and its 
adaptedness to the purpose for which it was designed, and its comparative 
value. Any new implement that has been tried during the year shall be 
particularly described, and an accurate estimate of its merits given. 

Bulb 1& A Committee, on Buildings, shall be appointed each year, who 
shall report to the Faculty the conditon of the buildings, and recommend 
such additions and improvements as may seem desirable. The Faculty 
shall carefully examine the report when presented, and shall make such 
recommendations to the Board of Agriculture as they may deem for the 
interest of the College. 
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Bulb. 17. The State-Board of Agriculture shall determine what propor- 
tion of the whole number of students on the flurm and in the garden shall 
be assigned to each. The list of students shall be examined each week, 
to see that the proper proportion is employed in each department 

Bulb 18. Students shall labor both on the flurm and in the garden; and 
the alternations from the flurm to the garden, and from the garden to the 
tarn shall be as frequent as the proportion of farm and garden labor, a* 
determined by the State Board of Agriculture, will permit: provided that 
such changes shall not occur oftener than once a week. 

[April 6tb, 1883, Rule 18 was amended by an addition that one class 
shall work an entire year on the garden and another on the flurm for the 
same perioa.] % 

Boxe 19. Students shall be e&ployed with a view to their attaining the 
greatest proficiency in the art of farming, without reference to the greatest 
pecuniary gain to the College. 

Rous 20. Work at the College shall be classified as fellows: 1. Care of 
stock; 2. Care ol tools and repairing the same; 3. Care of groqejB and 
shrubbery; 4. Preparation of grounds for crops, plowing, &c ; 5. firing 
or planting different kinds of seeds; 6. Weeding and hoeing; 7. Harvest- 
ing and securing crops; 8. Preparation of manures; 9. Gathering and 
preserving seeds; 10. Secretary duties, care of books, Ac. 

Ruls 21. The Faculty shall make such arrangements that each student 
shall perform a proper proportion of labor ol the several kinds, as classified 
in Rule 20. 

Rule 22. The Superintendents of .the. Farm and Gardens shall, once a 
month, deliver to the students lectures on topics connected with 
practical arrangement and management of farms and gardens. 

Rhus 28. The Professor of Agricultural Chemistry shall cause a daily 
meteorological journal to be kept, according to the system adopted by the 
Smithsonian Institute. 

Rule 24. Any officer having in charge the development of any of these 
plans, who shall deem any change or modification of them advisable, shall 
submit to the Faculty a written statement, setting forth in roll the reasons 
for the desired change. Changes or modifications adopted by the Faculty 
shall be recorded by the Secretary. 

Under role 17th, it waa determined that two-thirds of the 
students not employed on special duties, should report to the 
Superintendent of the Farm for work, and the other third to 
the Superintendent of the Gardens. 

Under rule 18th, the work of the Sophomore Glass has been 
performed entirely under supervision of the Superintendent of 
the Gardens, and that of the Juniors under the Superintendent 
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of the Farm. This was done in order to enable systematic in- 
struction in the manual operations of farm and gardens to 
be given daring some portion of a student's course. 

The plan contemplates the bestowing of considerable labor 
upon experiments — an expenditure that rarely brings pecuniary 
profit, and when it does, rarely without a very large previous 
expenditure of means and time. The list is a large one of 
discoverers and inventors, who have devoted life and all its 
means to accomplish some end, which bbs been secured only 
as the discoverer was ready to die. Agricultural experiments 
are costly, even the safer kinds require a degree of care that 
absorbs the profit which otherwise might accrue. 

But, if Agriculture is ever to be an art founded on science, if 
a re^jknowledge of the laws and workings of nature is to be 
the ftds of the farmer's practice in the culture of plants, in 
the selection, feeding, and breeding of animals, and the num- 
berless other duties of his craft, then experiment must deter- 
mine those laws and workings. The universal complaint of 
those philosophers who would generalize from particular oases 
and discover laws is, that in spite of the multitude of observers, 
and the cases recorded in the agricultural and other papers of the 
day, there is a great lack of accurately recorded observations. It 
is indeed the great lack, even upon the most commonly performed 
operations of the farm. As Agricultural Colleges become es- 
tablished, and able from their endowment to be at the expense, 
will it not be their work to provide the means of evidence from 
which these truths may be discovered? And may it not 
be hoped that the several State Agricultural Colleges will unite 
in v^ell considered and conjoined efforts to this end ? Gradu- 
ally the world will furnish interpreters of the facts, and a tme 
body of those sciences on which the practice of Agriculture is 
based will be the result 

But, aside from the hopes of furthering Science, experi- 
menting must be carried on as a means of education of the 
student He must be inducted into the methods of scientific 
proof and scientific discovery, or the grander and mora inspir- 
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mg views of his profession will be wanting, and his power of 
doing good. by the education bestowed upon him will be in 
great measure lost. 

This system of labor, and of experimenting, was entered npon 
under .many embarrassments. A complete compliance with the 
roles has been kept in view, and more nearly approximated to 
every year. At the close of last year (1864) the Faculty 
reported to the Board of Agriculture their great satisfaction in 
the workings of the system. It has served in a good degree to 
withstand the tendency of the College to turn from its proper 
work to that of giving a general education from books merely. 
It has tended to excite and maintain in students a relish for 
their out-of-door work. It has directed the native curiosity of 
the student towards those subjects which the College professes 
most particularly to teach. 

United to this system of labor/ and. the Field Lectures with 
Which it is attended, the College has the following in-door 
course of instruction : 

COURSE OP INSTRUCTION. 

PREPARATORY GLASS. 

First Half Tear — Arithmetic, Robinson!* Higher Descriptive Geog- 
raphy, Mitchell's School; English Grammer, Green. 

Second Half Fear— Algebra, Robinson's Elementary; Natural Philos- 
ophy, Olmsted's School; Composition, Quackenbos. 
COLLEGE COURSE. 

FRESHMAN CLASS. 

First Half Tear — Algebra, Robinson; History, Weber; Geometry, 
Robinson; Book-keeping, Bryant & Stratton. 

Second Half Tear— Trigonometry, Robinson; Surveying, Dayiesj Prac- 
tical Agriculture^ Principles of Stock-breeding, Goodale; Geology, Dana. 

SOPHOMORE CLASS. 

First Half Fear— -English Literature, Chambers and Spaulding; Struc- 
tural Botany, Gray; Vegetable Physiology; Elementary Chemistry, 
Toumans. 

Second Half Tear — Entomology, Harris; Landscape Gardening- 
Downing and Kemp; Analytical Chemistry, Fresenius; Systematic Botany, 
Gray; Horticulture. 

15 
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, JUNIOR CLASS. 

First Half Year— Physics, Snell's Olmsted; Agricultural Chemistry, 
Johnstone; Inductive Logic— Herschel. 

Second Half Tear— Physics, Silliman; Rhetoric, Whately and Day's 
Praxis; Animal Physiology. 

8ENI0R CLASS. 

First Half Tear— Zoology, Carpenter; Practical Agriculture; Mental 
Philosophy; Astronomy, Snell's Olmsted. 

Second Half Tear— Civil Engineering, Mahan ; Moral Philosophy ^Polit- 
ical Economy, Carey. 

Declamations every six weeks daring the coarse. Compositions every 

two weeks. 

The instruction given in the more important departments is 
more folly drawn out, as follows: 

DEPARTMENTS OF INSTRUCTION* 

' ELEMENTARY CHEMISTRY. 

The primary forces-- Heat,, Light, Electricity, Magnetism, Ac. ^Chem- 
ical affinity and the laws of chemical combination; Elementary Substances, 
tfceir history, properties, combinations and uses; Application^ Chemistry 
to the arts and manufactures; Organic Chemistry r 

ANALYTICAL CHEMI8TBY. 

General Analysis; Analysis of Soils; Analysis of Minerals, Useof£the 
Blow-Pipe; Analysis of Manures; Analysis of Plants; Alkalimetry and 
Acidimetry. 

AGRICULTURAL CHEMISTRY. 

Formation and composition of soils; The relations 0f air and moisture 
to vegetable growth ; Connection of heat, light and electricity, with growth 
of plants; Nature and source of food of plants^ Chemical changes attend- 
ing vegetable growth; Chemistry of the various processes of the farm, as 
plowing, fallowing, draining, &c. ; Preparation, preserving and composting 
of manures; Artificial manures; Methods of improving soils by chemical 
means;— 1st. By mineral manures, 2d. By vegetable manures, 3d.. By an- 
imal manures, 4th. By indirect methods; Rotation of crops; Chemical 
composition of the various crops; The Chemistry of the dairy. 

The instruction in Chemistry is imparted both by lectures and text books. 

PRACTICAL AGRICULTURE. 

The following subjects are embraced in the course of instruction in this 
department: 

First Fear.— Laying out of farms; Farm fences; Arrapgement and plan- 
ning of form buildings; General principles of tillage; Principles of 
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drainage; Laying oat and construction of drains; Implements for prepar- 
ing the soil for crops; Mechanical preparation of the soil; Methods ot 
needing; Implements for seeding— their construction and management; 
Harvesting of crops; Implements and machines used in securing crops; 
Principles of Stock-breeding; Breeds of domestic animals— their charac- 
teristics and adaptation to particular purposes. 

Fburth Tear — General principles of farm economy; Manures— their 
management and mode of application; Succession of crops; Preparation 
of the soil for particular crops; Cultivation of grain crops; Cultivation of 
root crops; Cultivation of special crops; Management of grass lands; 
Stock husbandry; Care of animals and principles of feeding; Fattening of 
animals; Management of sheep. m 

In addition to the Course as presented above, instruction ia 

given in the field in the various manual operations of the farm* 

By a system of rotation in the assignments of labor, each stu- 

. dent is made practically familiar with the different kinds of 

work. 

BOTAKT. 

A thorough course is first given in Structural Botany and 
Vegetable Physiology. Systematic Botany is then taken up, 
the natural orders being carefully studied in their following 
relations: 

Their Botanical characteristics ; Their size and geographical distribution ; 
Their relative importance; The Genera and Spe/sies having economic or / 
agricultural value; those having commercial or medical value,; those hav- 
ing ornamental value; those which are obnoxious or detrimental, as weeds 
or poisonous plants. • 

The orders are illustrated by diagram's, and numerous living 
and dried specimens. The living specimens are dissected and 
examined by the student, and their genera and species deter- 
mined. Several microscopes are used for this purpose. The 
indigenous plants, together with those cultivated in the gar- 
dens and grounds, afford ample material for the study of this 
department of Botany. 

In the study of Vegetable Physiology, structure is fully illus- 
trated by means of a complete set of diagrams. Two excellent 
microscopes are used in the study of minute structure. 
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BOBTICULTUBX. 

In the course in Vegetable Physiology, the relatione of that 
Science to Horticulture are pointed out The Sophomore 
class being employed daring the year in the gardens, orchards, 
and College grounds, has abundant opportunities for the appli- 
cation of the instruction received in the class-room. . It is 
intended that each student shall have practical experience in 
every cultural operation. 

In addition to these methods of instruction, a course of 
public lectures is given on the history, theory and practice of 
Horticulture. 

▲XDftLL PHYSIOLOGY. 

In this department, particular attention is given to the 
Anatomy and Physiology of domestic animals. 

The course is fully illustrated by anatomical preparations, 
diagrams, and models representing the comparative, structure 
of the organs of locomotion, digestion, circulation, respiration 
and reproduction of each branch of the animal kingdom. 

The application of the principles of Physiology to the maar 
agement of domestic animals is fully discussed* 

Dissections of ani^atf are made, to render the student fa- 
miliar with the appearance, situation and relations of the 
organs of the animal system in a state of health, and the 
changes produced by the action of diseases. 

Opportunities will be given for the study of the minute 
structure of the various tissues by means of the microscope. 

' ZOOLOGY. 

Principles of the classification of animals, as founded on 
their structure and embryonic development 

Descriptive Zoology, comprising the systematic arrange- 
ment of animals in accordance with their natural affinities, in 
classes, orders, families, &a, habits and geographical distribu- 
tion of animals* 
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ENTOMOLOGY. 

I 

The course in Entomology is illustrated by a valuable col- 
lection of native and exotic insects. 

Particular attention is given to the study of species injurious 
to vegetation; and the best methods of checking their ravages 
are thoroughly discussed. Students, by collecting and pre- 
serving specimens of our native species, become familiar with . 
their habits in their several stages of development. 

MATHEMATICS AMD CIVIL ENGINEERING. 

The Preparatory Class spend some time in a review of Arith- 
metic The following branches of Mathematics and their 
application follow: 

Jfecbra* Geometry, Trigonometry, Analytical Geometry, Surveying, 
Leveling, Plotting, Mechanics, Strength of Materials, Arches; Farming, 
Bridge and Bead Building, Industrial Drawing. 

Students have the nee of Chain, Compass, Level and other 
instrument* for practice; and receive instruction in the field 
as well as in the lecture room, each student being required to 
take charge of the field surveys, and to become practically 
acquainted with the use of the LeveL 

eaoLooY. 

A course of daily recitations in Geology during the first half 
of the freshman year, is folly illustrated by maps, diagrams, 
epeaiment &&, and aoeompanied by familiar lectures on the 
relations of the Science to Agriculture. 

Instruction in this department is given by means of Text 
Books and Lectures. Rhetoric — Style. History of English 
Literature. Rhetoric— Arguments, Conviction, persuasion, 
Fallacies in Reasoning. 

Select portions of English Classics receive critical examina- 
tion in a course of reading prescribed for each class. This) 
• course may vary somewhat from year to year. With a lata 
class it was as follows: 
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Freshman Class— Selections in prose and verse. 

Sophomore Class— Portions of Chaucer committed to memory; Milton's 
Lycidas in a coarse of six lectures; two books of Paradise Lost 

Junior Class— Shakspeare's Julius Caesar; Shakspeare's Merchant of 
"Venice. 

Senior Class— Webster's reply to.Hayne. 

Declamations every six weeks. Compositions every two weeks, by each 
student. The classes have regular and systematic instruction in the art 
of the selection, arrangement and expression of the matter related to the 
assigned or chosen topics. 

PREPABATOBY. . 

A preparatory course is found to be neoesssary.. It is espe- 
cially designed as a review of the ordinary branches of a com- 
mon school education, in order to qualify the student the 
better for the studies of the College course. It aims also, to 
prepare the student for teaching during the winter mouths. 

By means of this employment many of the students defray 
a large portion of their expenses; and both their own needs 
and the interests of the common ftehools of the State are 
subserved by the review given to those studies. 

MEANS 07 ILLUSTRATION. 

1. A farm of 676 acres, of which about 300 are under cultivation; 

2. Botanical gardens of trees, shrubs and herbaceous plants; 

3. Vegetable garden, small fruit garden, apple orchard, pear orchard, 
general lawn and grounds ; 

4. Galloway, Ayrshire, Devon and Short Horn cattle; Essex and Suffolk 
ffiwlne; ^outhdown, Cotswold, Spanish Merino, and Black-meed Heaflfe 



5. A Chemical Laboratory and Apparatus; 

6. Philosophical and Mathematical Apparatus; 

. 7, i^ftfoftenm of animals and minerals; * . :» r f ,■ ,■ 

& The Gooley Herbarium— a, very valuable collection of plants ; 
' 0. Library and Reading Room; r " ; 

/ 10; Buildings, workshops, tools, ftc. 

STUDENTS. 

Students formerly occupied rooms in the College Hall, as well 
as in the Boarding HalL But the natural growth' of the College, 
its departments and museums has made it necessary to appro- 
priate most of the rooms of College Hall to the public uses of 
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the Institution. The eighty-eight students in attendance last 
year, had not rooms enough for their comfort Were there 
accommodations for one hundred and fifty, tufa in a room, that 
number of students would probably be in attendance. 

FUND. 

The State of Michigan accepted a grant of 240,000 acres of 
land from the General Government, and gave it to the Agricul- 
' tural College. No report of the Aricultural Land Grant Board 
has appeared of later date than Dec. 1864, when 149,447 acres 
had been selected. The Board of Agriculture, which has charge 
of the Agricultural College, has not the management of the 
lands. The Board has control of the interest only of the fund 
accruing from the sales of them. No interest has yet been 
realized. 

The Legislature appropriated $15,000 00 for the support of 
the Institution during each of years 1865 and 1866. It was all 
the Board of Agriculture asked for. A much larger sum could 
have been properly expended in bringing the farm, gardens 
stock, apparatus and Library into a condition more befitting a 
school representing the agriculture and industry of the State. 

LOCATION. 

A petition was presented to the Legislature by the Execu- 
tive Committee of the State Agricultural Society for the 
removal of the College to a more accessible locality. The 
petition did not excite a word of debate, and was referred to 
a committee which never reported on it The completion of 
the Eailroad from Jackson to Lansing makes Lansing as acces- 
sible to the different sections of the State as any other town. A 
glance at a map of Michigan is suf^cient to make this appear. 

HEKA&EB. 

So diverse are opinions as to what the State Agricultural 
College ought to be, that any trustworthy testimony as to the 
value of its plans and success of its workings is valuable. The 
course *of study and rules for the connection of the labpr and- 
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instruction were submitted to the examination of many persons 
interested in snch objects soon after their adoption by the State 
Board of Agriculture. They have elicited vqry general com- 
mendation from those gentlemen. The endorsement of the 
plan by the head of the Department of Agriculture at Wash- 
ington was very emphatic. Committees of the Legislature, 
and farmers who visited the institution, have also almost uni- 
formly expressed themselves as gratified with the changes that 
have been made. The College received a visit, the present 
season from the Hon. Henry I\ French, President of the State 
Agricultural College of Massachusetts. 

T% Massachusetts Ploughman of July 1, 1866, contains a. 
letter from Judge French, from which the following sentence* 
are copied: • ♦ 

"Upon the really important question, how best to organize 
and build up effectually the Massachusetts Agricultural College, 
which, is my constant study, it is not the part of prudence to 
speak yet much in detail * * Among the special, 
objects of my tour is the Michigan Agricultural College, of 
which I will venture to say something, as it is one of the very 
few of such institutions at present flourishing in this country. 

* * I have carefully watched the progress of this institu- 
tion, and read all its published statements from the beginning, 
and I have no hesitation in saying that it has made far more 
progress than its modest officers have claimed, and that the 
.State ought thus far to be well satisfied with its experiment 

* * The relations of teacher and pupils are very familiar 
and pleasant at the College. * * The great problem 
of uniting labor and study is being very suc ce s sful ly solved at 
this institution. Manual la^or three hours a day is required ofc 
each student. Two-thirds of the students are assigned to the 
care of Dr. Miles, for the farm, and one-third to Professor 
Prentiss for the garden. There is a workshop where the 
students labor in making and repairing fajrm implements, and 
the object of their Jflbpr being education and not profit, they 
are assigned in torn to the garden, field and workshop. The 
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• 
work is not found to be a substitute for play, but the usual 

amount of base-ball seems requisite, and the students have 
themselves undertaken to build a gymnasium. In short, there 
is about as much human nature in the boys at the Michigan 
College as anywhere else, and they who harmonize their efforts 
with the dispensations of Providence, instead of endeavoring 
to thwart them, are most likely to succeed. * * * 
* r • . * What I have witnessed of their success gives courage 
to hope that Massachusetts may not be disappointed in her 
enterprise of the same character." 

The endorsement of such a man, familiar with the system 
pursued. at the College, and conversant w^h the discussions 
which have lately arisen in different States upon the subject, is 
certainly worth recording. It tends to encourage the efforts of 
the Board of Agriculture and the Faculty of the College, in 
their experiments and efforts, and may serve to increase the con- 
fidence of those who are unable to give personal examination . 
to the subject. 
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REPOBT Ql 1 TBU8TEXS. 

The College buildings were erected ten years ago at the ex- - 
pense of $60,000. They are pleasantly situated on an elevated 
plateau of twenty acres. 

The course of study is arranged in four departments: 

1. Classical College Course* 

2. English and Scientific Conrse; 
S. Ladies' Course; 

4. Preparatory Course. 

Theaverage attendance has been a little more than 800 during 
th* whole period since the Institution was opened, in the fall, 
of 1866. Th* pvesent number is over 400. 
The Faculty is as fellowst 
lfev, Bdmaod B. Isiifiebfc D. D., LL. D., President. 
e ; v. Hansom Dunn, A, Ji., Burr Pressor of Biblical Theology, 
ev. Henry E. Whipple, A. If., Proleuor of Rhetoric and Belles Lettres- 
16 
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Spencer J. Fowler, A. M., Prof, of Mathematics and Natural Philoephy. 

George McMillan, A. M., Prof, of the Greek Language and Literature. 

Hiram Collier, A. B., Professor of Natural Science. 

Fenelon B. Rice, Professor of Vocal and Instrumental Music. 

Miss M. Maria Cooper, Principal of the Ladies' Department 

Miss H. Laura Rowe, Assistant Principal. 

I9 addition to these there are employed from tea to fifteeSi 
assistant teachers in Instrumental Music, Modern Languages, 
Painting, Drawing, Penmanship, and various studies of the 
Preparatory Department 

The invested fund of the College is about $100,000, besides 
the value of buildings, grounds, libraries, apparatus, cabinet, &c 

Expenses for tuijjon, board, room rent and incidentals, aver- 
age about $150 for the three terms, which embrace in all, 37 
weeks; beginning with the First Tuesday of September, and 
extending to the Third Tuesday of June, which is the time of 
the Annual Commencement 



HOPE COLLEGE. 

• H1BTOEIOAL SKETCH. 

The origin of Hope College, is, in some respects, peculiar. 
Almost from the first planting of any Reformed Protestant 
(Dutch) churches at the West, the necessity of an educational 
centre was felt 

1848. 

In the minutes of the General Synod for June, 1848, we find, 
the following in the report of the Committee on Education 
(Rev. Dr. George H. Fisher, Chairman:) 

« Xoux oommitfcee learn from the report of the Board of Do- 
Deetio MJsrinfna, that the subject of Christian Education at ike 
West has oocupie4 their attention, and with much interest 
The matter has been referred to them in various ways, and 
earnest appeals from several of our missionary stations have 
been made, desiring that some plan may be devised and 
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adopted to promote literature in connection with religion, in 
those present borders of our country. 

" The best consideration they hare been able to give the sub- 
ject, has, however, not resulted in the proposition or arrange* 
xnent of any plan; and the reason is, that the Church is not 
prepared for any great measure toward establishing colleges 
and seminaries at the West But the Committee agree with 
the Board, that the councils of the Church may avail much 
with those who are seeking to be nurtured by her fostering 
care. 

" This^bject should not be permitted to depart out of sight. 
In the language of the report : ' The youth there growing up, are 
destined to exert an immense influence for weal or wo; the 
character of society in those fair regions of our country is 
now forming; so it is of vast moment that elementary instruc- 
tion be imparted by moral, pious and gifted teachers, well 
imbued with the spirit of the Gospel/ " 

The special resolution submitted and adopted was as 
follows: 

" Resolved, That this Synod do earnestly recommend to their 
missionaries and churches in the West, to exert their influence 
toward creating and sustaining schools of a superior grade, in 
which the object shall be kept constantly in view, besides the 
advantages of a good or thorough education, to inculcate the 
principles of pure morality and sound religion." 

At that time, our Denomination had, at ihe West, two 
Classes, comprising seven churches and seven ministers. 

1847. 

The following is an extract from the Report of the Commit- 
tee on Missions (Bev. James Romeyn, Chairman), to the Gen- 
eral Synod in June, 1847: 

"^The attention of the Synod is called by the report of the 
Board of Domestic Missions, to very forcible considerations on 
the subject of the weighty auxiliary influence of schools and 
Christian education in evangelizing the West. * * * The 
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establishment of a High School at some commanding point* 
oonld hardly fail to prove eventually the germ of something im- 
portant; and while the Synod cannot be expected to embark 
in it, a word of encouragement may do much toward prompt- 
ing the attempt, and the prospect of a measure of aid would 
not be without its effect 

"Added to all the claims advanced by patriotism, by human- 
ity* by religion, we hare an appeal to our affection and sym- 
pathies, based on endearing affinities. A npw body of pilgrims 
has reached our shores from Holland, the land of our fathers, 
and the shelter, in ages gone by, to outcasts by persecution. 
The movement will not lose, on the score of its moral gran- 
deur, by comparison with' any associated act of emigration in 
the history of our country*" eta 

The following was the special resolution adopted by the 
Synod: 

" Resolved, That we regard Christian Education to be pre- 
eminent among the instrumentalities which God has placed in 
the hands of the Church, and that we especially commend it 
to the attention and fostering influence of all our churches in 
relation to the necessities of the West" 

1848. 

The next important link is found in a Beport made to the 
General Synod in 1948, by a Special Committee on the State 
of the Church, consisting of Rev. James Romeyn, chairman; 
Rev. Thomas De Witt, D. D., Rev. John Garretson, Rev. Geo. 
W. Bethune, D. D., and Rev. Thomas AL-Steong, D. D., to- 
gether with the Elders, William B. Crosby, Tunis Van Vechten, 
Qeorge Zahriskie, and Thomas 0, Doremus. Said committee 
had been appointed the previous year " to take into consider- 
ation the the present state and • correspondent duty of the 
Gbureh, and to report such measures as may be deemed most 
conducive to her, enlargement and prosperity." In their con- 
clusions, they were «« perfectly joined together in one mind 
apd in one judgment, " and from their remarkable report, 
which was accepted, referred to various committees, and 
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printed as an appendix, we quote as follows : (See Minutes of 
Synod for 1848, pages 307, 311.) » . 

"The institution of colleges is the settled policy of the 
Churches of this country; and even Jesuit sagacity and success 
may teach us a lesson." 

In relation to Church extension, the Committee thus speak : 

" It is worthy of consideration^ whether we could not more 
certainly, economically, and speedily attain our end by planting 
a scion from our Church at the West — forming in other words, 
an organization there, in a form and size that will make our 
Church plainly seen and beneficially felt. [This has been since 
met by establishing the particular Synod of Chicago.] Let an 
institution of high order for classical and theological instruc- 
tion, under our patronage as long as necessary, and at first 
under our control also, be established. Let at least two men 
be commissioned to conduct the Theological Department, and 
let there be, if necessary, a requisition, that one year — the 
closing one of the course —be spent at. New Brunswick. This 
will give a centre of operation there, and will create an interest 
The Church will be represented not by young men only, but 
by men of matured years and already established character. 
Instead of inquiries about us, we will be seen and read in our 
doctrines and usages; and a foundation will thus be laid for 
the extension of our principles of truth and order. This con- 
ception has long occupied several leading minds, and is here set 
forth for the solemn deliberate consideration of Synod, at this 
crisis of our operations." 

The preceding suggestions were referred to the Board of 
Domestic Missions. 

1849. 

To the General Synod, in June, 1849, the Board Of Missions 
reported as follows : 

" On the subject of the reference to the Board, of that por- 
tion of the report of the Committee on the State of the Church, 
which refers to the establishment of Literary and Theological 
Institutions in the West, we beg leave to state that, inasmuch 
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as from the correspondence of this Board, nothing has been 
elicited respecting this subject, we are not therefore, prepared 
at present, to make any report on the same to General 
Synod." 

1850. 

It has been seen that the question of Christian education at 
the West, rested with the Board of Domestic Missions, for it 
was vitally associated with Church extension. In August, 
1860, Bey. Dr. John Garrets on, who, the previous year, had 
been appointed Corresponding Secretary of the Board, made 
an official visit to the Holland Colony in Michigan, and had 
an interview with Rev. Dr. A. C. Van Baalte, in regard to the 
educational needs which had been felt to exist there. 

The late Bev. David McNeish, then stationed at South Bend 
Indiana, and Bev. J. H. Sheffield, his predecessor at that place, 
accompanied Dr. Garretson. 

The Holland colony had been planted in Ottawa and adjoin- 
ing counties of Michigan, with the outlet at the village of ^Hol- 
land, on Black Lake, a harbor of Lake Michigan. There were, 
however, connections at different parts of the West; for immi- 
grant churches, under different leaders, had come at invervah 
of time, though under sSnilar circumstances. Their attach- 
' ment to Christian truth, and their adherence to the forms and > 
doctrines so ldng maintained in their purity in this land, natur- 
ally drew forth the sympathies of the American Dutch Church. 
At the same time, the colonists had wants to be supplied, and 
especially moral ones. Educated ministers who could preach 
both in English and Dutch, were needed for the perpetuation 
of their churches. Suitable teachers were essential for the 
proper training of the rising generation. The difficult task of 
regulating the transition of nationality, was to be accomplished. 

By whom could aid in this be better extended, than by the 
American Beformed Protestant (Dutch) Church, which had 
gained experience both at the earlier time, when there were 
national antagonisms in this country* between the English and 
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the Dutch, and also ever since the great American nation had 
been formed oat of all kindreds on a common platform ? And 
where else could be found a spot more inviting to philanthropic 
labors, though attended with peculiar sacrifices, , and better 
adapted for the building up not of worldly but of Christian 
institutions? It was to this place, and under such circum- 
stances, that a kind Providence directed the steps of His 
servant 

On his return to the East, Dr. Garretson drew up a plan of 
a' High School among the Hollanders in Ottawa county, Mich- 
igan, and vicinity, whose object should be " to prepare sons of 
the colonists from Holland to be educated in Butgers College, 
and ^lso to educate daughters of said colonists," etc., etc. The 
Principal was "to report to a Committee consisting of tfye 
President of Butgers College; the Senior Professor in our The- 
ological Seminary; the Bev. Thomas De Witt, D. D., of New 
York; and the Bev. Isaac N. Wyckoff, D. D., of Albany;" to 
which Committee, was afterwards added Secretary Garretson. 

Certificates and subscriptions to the plan were obtained by 

Dr. Garretson, on "the express condition that five acres of 

land shall be procured by gift or otherwise, to be located in the 

town of Holland, for the use and pvrpoge of an Academy, and 

as soon as funds can be obtained for that purpose, suitable 

buildings shall be erected on said land." In accordance with 

this, a plot of five acres was donated by Dr. Van Baalte. Many 

weeks of labor were.devoted by Dr. Garretson to the enter- 
al " 
prise at this early stage. 

1851. 

Under the above arrangement, the late Walter T. Taylor, 
then an Elder in the Reformed Dutch Church of Geneva, N. Y., 
and proprietor of a flourishing Institution there, having been 
appointed to take charge of the school, began his work in Oct, 
1851. Assisted by his son and two daughters, he labored there 
nearly three years, amid many disappointments and trials, but 
his work has not been without permanent and happy results. 
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The first report of the school was forwarded by Mr. Taylor, 
and was embodied in a statement prepared by Dr. Oarretson,.on 
behalf of i)xe Committee already mentioned, which statement, 
according to the plan of the school, was communicated to the 
General Synod, through the Board of Education. The follow- 
ing is an extract from^he report: 

"The Principal would not exagerate the difficulties of his 
appointed task, (without this they are neither few nor small,) 
lest he might seem as one preparing an excuse for his own want 
of skill or diligence in the performance of his work. He ex- 
pects discouragements, but does not yield to despondency; and 
hopes and prays that the lowering seedtime may be followed by 
a rich and sunny harvest" 

It is interesting to note here, (1866,) that the general school, 
from which Mr. Taylor formed his first Latin class, and out of 
which the Academy grew, is now the Union Free School of the 
place, with more than three hundred pupils, under the care of 
a Principal and four other teachers, and requiring three times 
the accommodations then needed. The President of the Board 
of Trustees is Bernardus Ledeboer, M. D., and the Principal is 
Mr, Cornells Doesburg. The school has of late made rapid 
progress, and bids fair to become very soon an important aux- 
iiliary to the Institution. 

1953. 

In June, 1853, the previous plan was superseded in mosfetf 
its details, by the formal action of the General Synod, which, 
on the special application of Secretary Garretson, and for im- 
portant reasons assigned by him, (see Minutes of Synod for 
1853, page 362,) took the field under its care, and committed 
it to the Board of Education. Thus the enterprise, originally 
denominational, became general instead of local. 

1854. 

The General Synod, in June, 1854, on learning that Mr. 
Taylor wished to resign, instructed the Boards of Education 
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and Domestic Missions to unite in sending some one who, to 
the duty of teaching, should] add that of preaching in English, 
as the Classis of Holland wished English preaching for their 
young people; and, after an interval, during which the vacancy 
was filled by Eev. F. E. Beidler, the appointment was conferred 
on the late Eev. John Van Yleck, on his graduation from the 
Theological Seminary, in 1855. 

1855. 

Although much preparatory work had been done, yet to Mr. 
Van Yleck must be awarded the credit of having begun the 
Academy proper. Out of the general school, he had a limited 
selection of pupils made, more in accordance with the design 
of the Institution; and to these he confined his attention. 

He also continued the English service, begun by Mr. Beidler, 
on the Sabbath. 

1856. 

This year was signalized, in its relations to the Academy, by 
the formation of the Particular Synod of Chicago, which, under 
the direction of the General Synod, appointed Commissioners 
to attend the examinations, so that all the Wdbtern Classes 
should share in the supervision. 

Also by the appointment of Rev. James A. H. Cornell, D. D., 
as the Corresponding Secretary of the Board of Education, 
who having thus become officially connected with the Insti- 
tution, in the spirit of energy which he brought to all the 
operations of the Board, turned his attention to the new enter- 
prize, and made a visit to the field, with reference to its adap- 
tation as an educational centre. The report which he 
presented, on his return, was such as to lead to a continuance 
of denominational effort in the same locality. 

1857. 

There was, as yet, no property but the five-acre lot in its 

wilderness state ; and on this the present main building was 

{his year begun, with the approbation of the Synod. The 

moneys for this and some subsequent additions to the pro- 

17 
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perty, amounting in the aggregate to about $12,000, were 
chiefly collected by Dr. Van Eaalte at the East, with much 
labor, on three separate tours made for that purpose. Mr. 
Van Yleck personally directed the work of construction in 
every particular, and devoted to it and to the rest of the pro- 
perty, a great deal of care. With some alterations, it yet 
remains the chief edifice. 

The public examination was conducted this year, under ihe 
supervision of the Commissioners, Rev. J. M. Ferris, then of 
Chicago, III, and Eev. C. Van Der Meulen, then of Zeeland, 
Mich.; and a highly commendatory report was sent to Synod. 

In the fall of this year, an additional instructor, now Eev. 
Abram Thompson, of Pella, Iowa, was sent by the Board of 
Education. Some assistance in teaching had been previously 
rendered by one of the older students, now Eev. John H. 
Karston. 

The Meliphon Society was formed this year by Mr. Van 
Yleck. 

1858. 

Previous to 1058, the effort, to provide funds for the support 
of students from the Holland churches, had been mainly di- 
rected by Dr. Van Eaalte individually, but now a Committee of 
the Classis of Holland were constituted, with which a similar 
Committee of the Classis of Wisconsin was afterwards associated, 
in order to have a permanent g system {or the maintaining of 
suitable students. 

This Classical Board of Education has since* held regular 
meetings, kept full minutes, done much valuable work, and 
expended a good deal of money. 

Mr. Thompson having resigned, Eev. Giles Tan De Wall 
was commissioned by the Board of Education, in the fall of 
this year, to succeed him in the work of instruction, and, by 
the Board of Domestic Missions, to be associated with Mr. 
Van Yleck in charge of the English service. 
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1859. 

In March 1859, Rev. John Van Vleck resigned his position,, 
on account of the failure of his health, and in the followiiig 
October, Rev. Philip Phelps, having been commissioned by the 
boards of Education and Domestic Missions, entered on his 
labors as Principal of the Academy and Missionary preacher. 

He set out with the simple idea that as a College at the West 
was indispensable to Church extension, such college should, by 
the grace of God, be planted. For that purpose he was 
officially sent, and for that purpose he expressly and openly 
went. That idea has never been lost sight of, and all other 
things have been made to bend to it. In no other way could 
the relation of the Academy to the Church be justified, or the 
expression of the General Synod, in 1858, be realized as to 
"the commanding importance of this Institution to the growth 
of our Church at the West" 

But as doubts remained in the minds of some, with regard 
to the location, he gave that subject a careful, impartial and 
deliberate examination. It was repeatedly looked at in all its 
b&arings, and was decided mainly by the consideration that 
nowhere else could such institutions as were contemplated, 
begin to be of so much service in respect to ^the ends to 
be attained; and each succeeding year has shown more 
clearly the wis6 reasons why Divine Providence chose this 
place for our second educational centre. 

I860. 

This year the lot was increased from ftre to sixteen acres; 
the professoral residence, now occupied by Pro! Oggel, was 
mainly built under the superintendence of Mr. Phelps, on 
whom was devolved the care of the property; the foundation 
of scientific apparatus was laid; and the Institution was freed 
from a debt of about eight hundred dollars. A decree of the 
Court was obtained, closing the street between the two blocks 
which comprise the lot 

As regards the related missionary work, a Sabbath School 
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was begun in connection with the English service, and in addi- 
tion to the one previously existing in Dr. Van Raalte's church. 

1861. 

The Principal organized the first regular Department, which 
was that of Modern Languages and Literature, including 
especially the Dutch. Together with other branches, it was 
under the cafre of Prof. Van De Wall. It was seen that success 
would depend on the forming of distinct departments of in- 
struction and on rigid classification.. In the way of the latter, 
there have been peculiar obstacles, but it has been carried for- 
ward to completion during the present year. (1865.) 

Mr. Van De Wall, who had been associated with the Princi- 
pal, in preaching and teaching, resigned in the summer, having 
received a call to a pastoral charge in South Africa; and from 
that time until Jan., 1864, there was no professeral help in 
teaching ; but good and faithful instruction was rendered by 
two tutors, selqpted from the older students, viz., Messrs. Wil- 
liam A. Shields and Nathan D. Ward, while at the same time, 
Mr. William B. Gilmore began to give valuable instruction 
in vocal music, which lie has gratuitously continued up to the 
present time. 

1862. 

With respect to property, this year witnessed*the erection of 
the gymnasium, and the grading of the grounds. The special 
interest which attaches to the gymnasium, is, that it was chiefly 
the work of the students and the Principal 'They first went 
into the woods at different times, and "logged" the longest 
and best lumber, comprising about 11,000 ft When the April 
vacation came, a committee of students remained, and the work, 
was driven in all weathers. 

The building has been arranged for the Commencements* 
and will seat about six hundred persons. It was privately ded- 
icated by the Principal and students, with the hoisting of the 
stars and stripes, the reading of a psalm, the singing of a 
hymn, the offering of a prayer, and the concluding [utterance 
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of three rousing cheers. And it was publicly dedicated at the 
commencement in July, 1862, when the present Senior class, 
having finished their preparatory course, under the growing 
system, were ushered into the Freshman year of the nascent 
College. 

It is appropriate to add here, that daring the summer of this 
year, the American English Dutch Church was organized by a 
oommittee of the Olassis of Michigan, as the second church of 
the place — the American Hollandish Dutch Church being the 
first 

1863. 

In the winter of 1863, the Legislature of the State passed 
an Act confirming the title of the General Synod to the Hol- 
land Academy property, and authorizing the Synod to hold 
property in the State for educational purposes. 

It was a great relief, when in June, 1863, the General Synod 
approved the "Collegiate Department/' and adopted a plan 
which, among other things, substituted for Commissioners, a 
Board of Superintendents, to consist of " at least two ministers 
and one elder from each Western Classis." 

The Spirit of the Synod may be gathered from the fact that 
the President, Bev. Dr. T. W. Chambers, in recapitulating in 
his closing address, the important work of the session, men- 
tioned among the various acts, the laying of educational 
foundations at the West similar to those at New Brunswick. 

Soon after, a Deputation from the Board of Education, con- 
sisting of the Vice President, Bev. Dr. Benj. C. Taylor, and the 
Corresponding Secretary, Ber.^phn L. See, on the Commence- 
ment occasion, welcomed the Institution to the sisterhood of 
Colleges. 

From his first entrance on his office, in 1861, Secretary See 
has taken a deep interest in the enterprise, and spared no 
efforts in its behalf. 

It was during this year that the first number of The 
Searcher made its appearance, and the printing press, etc, 
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were obtained. To the printing house there is attached his- 
toric interest It was erected in the earliest days of the colony, 
for public purposes, and in it, both Mr. Taylor and Mr. Van 
Vlect began their teaching, and laid the foundation of the 
Academy. The first public examination and exhibition were 
held here in 1857. Hairing been afterward successively used for 
the parochial school, for singing school, for prayer meetings, for 
the election polls, and for a residence, it was donated" by Dr. 
Van Raalte's congregation to the institution for its printing 
operations; and all the fixtures having been provided, the 
third number of The Searcher was issued thence in January, 
1864 — the entire typographical work of which was done by 
students. 

The fraternal Society was resuscitated this year. Its cat- 
alogue of former members shows a proportion of clergymen 
numbering more than one-half of the list, among whom are 
names prominent in our own and other denominations. 

During the winter of 1863, Dr. Van Kaalte began the special 
missionary work among the Classes of Holland and Wisconsin, 
which cost him a great deal of labor and time. 

1864. 

In January, 1864, two new professors, appointed by the 
Board of Education, entered on their duties, namely, Bev. J. 
P. Oggel and Rev. T. Eomeyn Beck. 

In June, 1864, the Particular Synod of Chicago, coming to 
the General Synod with unmistakable signs of life and power, 
as shown by the measures which they adopted, received the 
unanimous approval of those measures, and a^ecommendation 
of the new College, for an endowment of $85,000. 

The same month witnessed the laying of the keel of a mis- 
sionary ship, an excellent model for which, was procured 
through the kind assistance of Capt. Samuel J. Waring, of the 
Atlantic Insurance Company, New York city. 

Also, the ordination of Bev. J. H. Karsten to the foreign 
missionary work took place. 
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On Sunday evening, December 25, 1864 (Christmas), the 
first church braiding erected in the bounds of the Holland col- 
ony for English service, was dedicated by Dr. Phelps for his 
congregation at Holland— on which occasion there was used 
one of the original chandeliers, which had hung one hundred 
years before (1764) in the old Middle Dutch Church — now the 
Post*Office — in the city of New York, at the time of the first 
English Dutch service in this country. 

1865. 

Previous arrangements having been made, Rev. John Mason 
Ferris began his labors in January, 1865, and was added to the 
Faculty by appointment of the Board of Education. As he 
retained charge of his church at Grand Rapids, he was com- 
pelled to ride sixty miles every week in his own conveyance, 
that he might spend three days of the week at the College and 
return. In May, 1865, he resigned, to take the position of 
Corresponding Secretary of the Board of Foreign Missions. 

Under the superintendence of Commissioners and others, 
public examinations and exhibitions have been conducted 
every year, beginning with 1857 — except in 1858, when there 
had been illness among the students — and in 1865 4 when there 
had been irregularities occasioned by the prosecution of the 
endowment work. Since this endowment work began, the 
burden of teaching has fallen most heavily on Prof. Beck. 

Other details of the history are found in the catalogue itself. 
The following, however, ought not to be withheld, even though 
its publicity is contrary to the habitual preferences of T""i 
whom it mentions. For this simple record would be too seriously 
defective if it altogether omitted the name of Mr. Samuel B. 
Schieffelin, whose liberalities and sympathies have been spe- 
cially identified with .the enterprise from its origin, even as 
they are with all the other connections of the Church. 

LOCATION. 

Black Lake, on which the town of Holland lies, and which 
is a harbor of Lake Michigan, is six miles long, and on the 
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: average about a mile wide, and is deep enough to float the 
Great Eastern. 

The Tillage of Holland is fifty miles from Kalamazoo, on the 
Michigan Central Railroal, towards the south-east, thirty miles 
from Grand Rapids towards the north-east, and twenty milee 
from Grand Haven to the North, which last place is the land 
terminus of the Detroit and Milwaukee Railway ahd Steam- 
ship line. Across the lake, Holland is distant about eighty 
miles from Milwaukee, Wis., and one hundred and ten from 
Chicago, III. In due time it will undoubtedly be linked by 
railroad either with Kalamazoo or with Grand Haven. Back 
of it lies a good farming region, a part of which is settled by . 
by the Colony. The connections of the Institution are seen to 
embrace a number of points in the Northwestern States, cov- 
ering much more area than the middle States; and with a 
population and power whose present extent and rapid growth 
offer a wide field for every Church. 

PLAN OF EDUCATION. 

A general plan of education for the West has been approved 
by the Synod in in 1864, encouraging the establishment of 
academies at suitable points, with the permission to selected 
graduates to pursue their course at the new college free of tui- 
tion; also favoring the establishment of parochial schools with 

a similar relation to church academies. * 

\ 

SUPERVISION. 

The Synod of 1864 intrusted all the arrangements necessary 
for the^establishment of the proposed Denominational College 
to the Board of Superintendents of the Holland Academy, 
and to] A the Synod of Chicago. As the number of the Board 
wasnot limited to three representatives from each Classis, and 
as it/pas desirable to increase it befcfre the, incorporation, it 
has been put in its present shape; and instead of obtaining 
the charter under the name of Trustees, the Board have chosen 
-the more appropriate one of Council. Thia will be more par- 
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ticularly noticed in the next annual report of the Council to 
the General Synod. 

ENDOWMENT. 

That the Institution might be made permanent, it had long 
been felt that a suitable endowment must be secured, until at 
length the necessity became so pressing as to induce active 
measures for the purpose. And, in February, 1865, Rev. Dr. 
Phelps, having been duly commissioned, began his labors at 
the East, to secure $85,000, in which he was aided by Rev. 
Dr. J. L. See. The work is progressing as fast as practicable* 
on the basis of a Plan for Endowment, which has received the 
cordial approbation of all concerned. When the accomplish- 
ment of this plan is complete, a list of the Classical and other 
scholarships will appear in an ensuing catalogue. 

Meanwhile, Rev. P. J. Oggel had been acting as the agent 
of the Classes of Holland and Wisconsin, within whose bounds 
he has obtained subscriptions to the amount of $25,000. 

COST AND BESULTS. 

The entire cost of the enterprise, thus far, has been as fol- 
lows: The Board of Education have appropriated for salaries, 
from the beginning with Mr. Taylor, to the present time, about 
$16,000; and for the support of students at the Institution, 
about $6,000. The Church at the East has contributed for 
the property about $13,000. The Classes of Holland and Wis- 
consin (especially the former) have given about $14,000, chiefly 
for the support of student from their congregations, and 
partly for contingent expenses. The aggregate is about 
49,000— say in round numbers $50,000. 

To show for this, there is property which could not be re- 
placed at the present time, for less than $25,000 — there is a 
catalogue of graduates — there is an organized College, with 
its Grammar School — and there is the history. 
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KALAMAZOO COLLEGE. 

president's report. 

To Hon. O. Hosford, Supt. Public Instruction : 

Dear Sib — Kalamazoo College complies with the laws, and 
sends to your department the following annual report of its 
progress and present condition. Although, through that unwise 
policy which confines all public aid for education in our State 
to the common schools, this Institution, in common with the 
other Colleges and the University, fails to receive any assistance 
from the State, it has not forgotten its duly to the State, and 
aqd to the cause of Public Education; and has steadily 
done its best to extend sound Christian learning, and to in- 
crease the facilities for popular education. Turning from the 
Legislature to the people, often wiser and more liberal than 
the government, it has found in their large and spontaneous 
benefactions more than an equivalent for the lacking justice of 
tfre State, and has thus been able to maintain its place among 
the honored Christian Colleges of the country, and to give to' 
the people another great seat and center of higher learning. 
A large and increasing constituency of good and wise citizens 
are showing themselves interested in its continued growth, and 
are giving freely of their private means for its support, as their 
ancestors in New England and New York gave to found and 
endow the great Christian Colleges of the East. While the 
Institution is no beggar for State patronage, we are confident 
that the day is not distant when -Michigan, like Massachusetts 
and New York, will foster with a just pride its colleges as well 
as its common schools, and show that it honors science and 
learning in their higner forms, as well as the merely common 
branches. It will come at length to cherish wisely the great 
fountains and reservoirs of education, without which the com- 
mon schools must dwindle and perish. Biding .patiently for 
that verdict of high approval which an advancing civilization is 
certain to bring upon their work, the Trustees are earnestly 
pressing forward their plans, animated with the steadily in- 
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creasing evidence that they are meeting a great public want, 
and are rearing an Institution equally needed by Christianity 
and the State. A half century hence the State and all classes 
of its citizens will point with pride to the product of their 
labors and sacrifices. 

The aims of this Institution, are clear and pronounced. It 
seeks to diffase sound, extended, practical scholarship; to 
animate it thoroughly with, sentiments of private virtue and 
public duty; rfhd to secure as far as practicable, its consecra- 
,tion to the service of Christ and the prevalence of Christianity 
throughout the world. Scorning to reply to the silly cry of 
"Sectarian colleges/ 9 raised by ignorant or designing men, 
and no more justly applied to Christian colleges of the West 
than to those of the East — Harvard, Yale, and Union — or even 
to our noble State University, it boldly avows itself Christian, 
and devoutly invokes the Divine blessing to enable it to merit 
the name. 

Becognizing the equal right of both sexes to the highest 
forms of education, and their equal need of its advantages, the 
Trustees have organized two Colleges, the one for young mqn 
and the other for young women, united under a common head, 
but occupying separate buildings and grounds, and designed 
to be separate and distinct institutions. Here, at least, woman 
is offered an education as broad and liberal as that offered by 
American colleges to young men. It affects no servile aping 
of older institutions, or of stereotyped courses of study, but 
seeks to offer the widest facilities for a business, as well as a 
scholastic, ^lucation. It proposes to be a "live" College, not 
a mere dead form. Sacrificing nothing of classic culture, or 
of scientific attainment, it will allow all possible liberty to the* 
varying tastes of its students — holding high its standards, but 
building no procrustean beds. We affect no special singular- 
ity in these aims, and claim no peculiar excellency over sister 
colleges, but avow frankly the principles that govern us — 
principles adopted not from any secret belief they may prove* 
popular and attractive, but because they are in profound keep- 
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ing with the spirit of the age, and essential to the production 
of a sound manhood and of vigorous and useful scholars. 

We are glad to be able to report that the steady efforts 
made during the past year, to give a high moral tone to the 
Institution have proved largely successful Scarcely a case 
has occtlrred calling for any great severity of discipline, and 
but one or two departures from strict temperance and good 
morals have been known. A cordial confidence and good 
will have prevailed between the faculty and students, and a 
healthful moral sentiment has prevailed. 

A Teachers' class was instructed both in the Autumn of 1864 
and the present Autumn, and provision is made in the course 
of instruction, to give to every graduate a course of instruction 
in educational science. It is the settled purpose to maintain 
and to press to still higher efficiency this Teachers' or Normal 
Department of our work, in the hope of contributing largely 
to the general educational interests of this section of the State. 
Instead of a merely nominal course of instruction, such as is 
often given to so-called teachers' classes, we propose a full and 
practical normal course in the philosophy and practice of 
teaching. 

The number of students has largely increased, and the Col- 
lege is already showing its influence in stimulating consider- 
able numbers of young men to enter upon courses of liberal 
study. The present number of Students is eighty-six males, 
and fifty-seven females. 

Many valuable additions have been made to the Library 
during the year, and a pleasant library and reading-room 
opened for the daily use of students. Some progress has also 
been made in collecting cabinets. 

The annual report of the Treasurer shows a most gratifying 
progress in liquidating the debts of the Institution, and in in- 
creasing the endowments. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 

The expenditures the past year were as follows, viz: 

Paid on the debts of th£ College .$23,168 41 

" for salaries of instructors 4,865 39 

" for repairs \ 883 70 

" for general purposes, incidental expenses and * 

library, &c. 1,791 46 

ASSETS. 

The property of the Institution, counting in that provided 
for theological education, but available for the College work, 
is as follows, viz: ' 

Real estate, college buildings and grounds $ 76,000 

Libraries, apparatus, pianos, &c. . / 4,250 

Endowment funds, good notes and subscriptions over 

indebtedness 33,500 

Total : . . . $113,750 

There has been pledged to the endowment and salary fund 
since June, 1864, the sum of twenty-six thousand dollars, and 
an active effort is now in progress to largely increase these 
funds. The friends of the College feel hopeful and earnest 
beyond any former period. 

FACULTY. 

John M. Gregory, LL. D., President; Pro! D. Putnam, Prof* 
It L. Wayland, Austin George, James A. Lane, Charles D. 
Gregory, (lately excused.) 

ladies' college. 

Miss Julia A. King, Preceptress; Mrs. M. L. Osborn, Miss 
L. J. Shaw, Prof. J. M. Hubbard, Mrs. Sarah Hubbard. 

The Oouraes of Study embrace a classical and scientific oourse, 
with several elective studies in each, and a ladies' course; 
Musio, painting and drawing are also taught to those wishing 
them. 

TERMS AND VACATIONS. 

The College year is divided into three terms of thirteen 
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weeks eacfi. The terms for the current year commence as 
follows: 

First term commenced Wednesday,<Bept 20th, 1865. 

Second term commenced Wednesday, Jan. 3rd, 1866. 

Third term will commence Wednesday M April 4th, 1866. 

A vacation occurs daring the holidays, and a long vacation 
after the close of the third term. 

Tuition in any department, per term $6 00 

Incidentals, including use of library, per term 2 50 

Boom rent for those rooming in College, per term 2 50 

A matriculation fee of five dollars is charged on the first 
entrance to the College classes. 

Board and rooms can be found in private families at reason- 
Able rates. 

J. M. GBEGOBY, 
President. 



visitor's bepobt. 

Hon. O. Hosfobd, Supt. of Public Instruction: 

Deab Sib — The undersigned, appointed a committe of State 
Visitors to Kalamazoo College, for the year ending in June 
last, present the following report: 

Your committee attended the annual and semi-annual ex- 
aminations of the Institution. They were highly gratified 
with the proficiency manifested in the various branches which 
had been pursued. The examinations in Classical Studies, in 
Mathematics and the Natural Sciences, and especially in 
History and English Literature, were highly creditable to the 
young gentlemen and ladies, and were conducted with the 
utmost fairness and impartiality by their instructors. The 
public exercises were of an interesting character. The com- 
positions manifested considerable maturity of thought, and 
the speaking by the young gentlemen struck us as of high 
<order. 
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You^; committee were happy to learn that the Institution 
was entirely free from debt, and in possession of a considerably 
increased endowment, through the liberality of the citizens of 
this State, thus being placed upon a basis which ensures its 
permanency and prosperity. 

It also gave us pleasure to learn, that at the opening of the 
new collegiate year, the Institution will be manned with a full 
board of Professors, and with its new and able President, we 
doubt not that it will occupy a high rank among the Colleges 
of the North-West. / 

The prospect of an increased number of students at the 
opening of the next term is very flattering; and from all they 
could learn, your committee saw abundant reason why the 
Trustees and Faculty of the Institution should be greatly en- 
couraged, and why, too, the citizens of Kalamazoo and the 
religious denomination under whose care it has been placed, 
should take pride in its existence and prosperity. 

J. PIERSON, 
EDW. ONLET, 
J. H. GRIFFITH. 

Kalamazoo, Sept 1, 1865. 



OLIVET COLLEGE. 

president's report. 

Hon O. Hospord, Supt. of Public Instruction : 

Sir— Olivet College has experienced, during the year 1865, a 
high and steadily increasing degree of prosperity in respect to 
all its most important interests. 

About the time of . its last report, the College was taken 
under the patronage of the " Society for the Promotion of 
Collegiate and Theological Education at the West." By such 
action, this Society, which represents the organized benevo- 
lence of the Congregational and Presbyterian Churches of the 
East in the direction of education in the West, indorses the 
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character and aims of the College, pledges pecuniary aid 
in defraying its current expenses, and seconds the efforts of 
the Trustees in securing the permanent endowment of the 
Institution by the friends of Christian learning throughout the 
country. 

Under the stimulus of this endorsement by the Western 
College Society, the agents of the College have been enabled 
to make large additions to the free endowment of it. The 
fund of $15,000 has been raised for the endowment of the Pro- 
fessorship of Moral , Philosophy, which, by vote of the Board 
of Trustees, at their annual meeting in June last, is to be 
called the "Drury Professorship of Moral Philosophy," in 
compliment of F. S. Drury, Esq., of Olivet, the generous 
contributor of one-third the entire sum. A friend in Boston 
has contributed to the general funds $1,000, and another friend 
in New York the same sum, ani a third gentlemen, also of 
New York, has pledged the sum of $5,000 towards the endow- 
ment of a second Professorship. An effort is immediately to 
be made in New York and Boston to complete the endowment 
of this second Professorship. Meanwhile the General Agent 
of the College is meeting with very gratifying success in ob- 
taining funds in our own State. 

With an increase of funds has also come a proportionate 
increase of patronage; the number of students in attendance 
during the year has been greater than ever before for the like 
period. 

Several important changes in the Board of Instruction have 
occurred during the year. 

At the last Commencement, in June, Prof. N. J. Morrison 
was regularly inducted into the office of President of the 
College. \ 

. At the same time, Mr. Joseph L. Daniels, A. M., an Alumnus 
of Yale, an experienced teacher as Principal of Guilford 
Academy, in Connecticut, and an accomplished scholar, was 
appointed Professor of the Greek Language and Literature. 

In November last the College was suddenly called to lament 
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the loss by death of one of its oldest and ablest instructors — 
Professor O. M. Carrier. To Prof. G's accurate scholarship* 
and unusually thorough and efficient method of instruction, 
the college is, in no small measure, indebted for whatever rep- 
utation, as a successful means of imparting liberal culture to 
youth it way have in the State. His loss will be long felt by 
students afcd his bereaved colleagues in the Faculty. 

In the place of Mr. Carrier, as instructor in Latin, Mr. John 

EL Hewitt, A. M., also of Yale College and a gentleman of ex- 

' cellent reputatidh as a scholar and teacher, has been engaged. 

Mr. Hewitt is now teaching in the College, and will be, it is 

. expected, permanently retained by the Board of Trustees at 

their next meeting in June 1866. 

The Faculty as now constituted, is as fellows: 

Bev. Nathan J. Morrison, A. M., President and Professor of 
Mental and Moral Philosophy. 

, Bev. Oramel Hosford, A. M., Professor of Mathematics and 
Natural Philosophy. 

Bev. John M. Barrows, A. M., Professor of Botany and 
Chemistry. 

Joseph L. Daniels, A. M., Professor of the Greek Language 
and Literature. 

Alexander B. Brown, Professor of Vocal and Instrumental 
Music 

John H. Hewitt, A. M., Instructor in the Latin Language 
and Literature. 
, Merritt Moon, Principal of the Preparatory Department . 

Miss Henrietta P. Dennis, Principal of the Ladies' Depart- 
ment and Teacher of French. 

Miss Sarah A. Benedict, Teacher of Painting and Drawing. 

J. L. Daniels, A. M., Librarian. 

The Corporation of the College consists of the following 
officers: 
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TRUSTEES, EX-OFFIOIO. 

. Bey. N. J. Morrison, President; Homer O. Hitchcock, M. D., 
Kalamazoo; Fitz L. Reed, Esq., Chicago, Illinois; Philo Par- 
cons, Esq., Detroit; Hon. Albertus L. Green, Olivet; William 
Hosford, Olivet; Hon. Willard Davis, Yermontville; Rev. Ed- 
ward Taylor, Brooklyn, N. ¥.; Rev. Walcott B. Williams, 
.Charlotte; Rev. William Hogarth, D. D., Detroit; Rev. Henry 
-Bates, Grass Lake; Rev. Charles Temple, Otsego; Henry Mon- 
tague, Esq., Kalamazoo; Rev. Harvey D. Kitchel, D. D., Chi- 
cago, Illinois; Rev. Herbert A. Read, Marshall; Hon. O. M* 
Barnes, Cleveland, O.; Hon. Oramel Hosford, Olivet; Samue 1 
F. Drury, Esq., Olivet; Rev. Thomas Jones, Olivet; Rev. Philo 
R. Hard, Romeo; Ityn. James B. Porter, Olivet; Rev. Sereno 
W* Streeter, Union City. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

S. F. Drory, Chairman; A. L. Green, N. J. Morrison, J. JJ. 
Porter, O. Hosford. 

Rev. Thomas Jones, General Agent 

Hon. J. B. Porter, Secretary and Treasurer. 

The number of students in attendance in the several de- 
partments of the Institution during the year 1865, is — 

In the College Department 13 

.-. " Scientific Department 25 

" Preparatory Department, (Classical course,) 32 

. " Preparatory Department, (English course, ) "110 

" Ladies' Course, 36 

" Elective Studies, 17 

« Ladies' Preparatory Course, 104 

Whole r number of Gentlemen, 179 

Whole number of Ladies, 15? 

Total, 336 
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The resources of the Institution consist in lands, buildings, 
scholarship notes, bearing interest at ten per centum, invested 
professorship funds, library, apparatus, etc 

The value of lands, buildings, apparatus and library is esti- 
mated at from $40,000 to $50,000 ; the scholarship funds, 
including money paid in and invested, and notes drawing 
interest, exceed $16,000; and the funds contributed for the 
endowment of the Professorship of Moral Philosophy, and in- 
vested, are fully equal to the sum of $15,000. 

The patronage of the Institution having outgrown the ac- 
commodations which it could furnish its students, the Trustees 
have decided to proceed to erect during the present year a 
large " hall " for dormitories. 

Every effort is made to maintain, in all departments of the 
Institution, a high ^standard of scholavship, and the Trustees 
congratulate themselves on the very honorable success which 
has crowned these efforts of the Faculty. 

For the Courses of Study in the College, the Trustees refer 
you to the catalogue for 1865, which accompanies this report 

Young men, properly recommended by the churches to 
which they belong, who are preparing for the christian min- 
istry, have their tuition gratis. Quite a number of students 
have already availed themselves of this gratuity. 

Candidates for the ministry in the Congregational or Pres- 
byterian Churches, and who are members of the Collegiate 
department, can also receive important aid from the American 
Education Society, or the Board of Education in the Presby- 
terian Church. The allowance in such cases is from $100 to 
$135 per annum to each student. 

in closing this Annual Report we should violate our con- 
victions of duty, did we not gratefully recognize the bountiful 
goodness to the College of the Author of all good, not only 
in that He has vouchsafed to the Institution, during the year, 
increased favor with the people, augmented resources and 
almost \ininterrupted good health to our students, but in that 



148 OLIVET OOLLEGft 

He has imparted to the students the spirit of good order, docflr 
ity and diligence, and graciously quickened the moral and 
religious tone of the whole Institution. 
In behalf of the Board of Trustees. 

N. J. MOBMSON, 

President 
Olivet, January 1st, 1866. 



VISITOBB BHPOBT. 

Biv. 0, HoeroRD, Supt. Public Instruction : 

Sib — The undersigned committee attended during the exam- 
inations of the classes in Olivet College, from Monday, Jun& 
26th, to Thursday following, the 29th of same month. 

The examinations were in accordance witlf the printed pro- 
gramme. They were impartial and thorough. The students, 
acquitted themselves, generally with much credit, evincing both 
accuracy and judgment The feature of chief interest and 
gratification to us was, that the recitations were not mere 
memoriter responses to questions previously put and prepared 
for, but the free and full expressions of the judgment of those 
who had studied the subjects and were ready to be inter- 
rogated on any topic or part of the course embraced in the 
schedule. 

Two young ladies took their degree, having completed the 
oourse. * A large number of the young men in the College had 
yielded to the demands of patriotism, which led them to with- 
draw from study to do service in the war. 

We bear honorable testimony to the skill and fidelity of 
the Faculty, to the diligence and success of the students and 
to the general prosperity and usefulness of the Institution. , 

GEO. DUFFTELT), 
JOSEPH HAVEN. 

Detroit, July, 1866. 



COLON SEMINAET. 

&EPOBT OF PRINCIPAL. 

Ho*. O. Hosfobd, SupL of Public Instruction: 

Dbab Sib — Below is a brief report of Colon Seminary. 

This Institution has been in operation seven years. It is 
owned by a joint stock company, and is under the control of 
no religions denomination; but governed by a Board of Trus- 
tees, elected by the stockholders. It has had two Principals, 
viz:— Pro! MofFatt, who had charge for three years, and the 
present one, E. Cooley, Jr., who has entered on the fifth year 
of his superintendence 

There are at present two departments— Primary and Aca- 
ademic The Primary is at present conducted by Miss Julia 
Parrand. Two teachers are permanently employed, with such 
assistants as circumstances require from time to time. The 
school year, commencing on the first Monday in September, 
is divided into three terms of twelve weeks each, known as the 
fall, winter and spring terms — having a long vacation in 
summer. 

The situation of the country for the lqust four years has had 
a depressing influence on this Institution, as on others of like 
character; yet it has had fair patronage, the average attend- 
anoe during the last year being some eighty or ninety. 

Two years ago last spring the Trustees erected a brick build- 
ing thirty-four by seventy-five feet on the ground and three 
stories high, which when fully completed, with its surround- 
ings, will cost nearly seven thousand dollars. 

We have commenced procuring a Philosphic Apparatus, 
which we design to complete as soon as practicable. We have 
a commodious* music room in the Institution, which is occu- 
pied by Miss Julia Waterman, as teacher in Instrumental 
Music. 

The text books adopted are as follows, viz: 

Orthography— Sander's Speller, Wright's Orthography. 

Penmanship— SpfcneerUn. 
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Book-keeping— Mayhew'e. 
Geography— McNally'a. 
Philosophy— Parker's. 
History— Willard'a. 

English Language— Sills' Synthesis, Welch's Analysis, Clark's Grammar. 
Readers— National Series. 

Latin— Harkness and Arnold's First Lessons, Andrews and Stoddard's 
Grammar, Andrews' Latin Reader. 
Mathematics— Davies' Course, with Stoddard's Intellectual Arithmetic 

The roles and regulations of this Institution, in the main, do 
not differ from most others of the kind, and. I need not speak 
of them in detail. Although under the supervision of no 
religious denomination, yet its friends are careful that the 
moral and religious element in the education of the youth 
shall not be overlooked, and our Seminary hall, during the 
last year, was the scene of quite an extensile revival of religion. 

From the success of the past, amid the didtxraragements that 
have surrounded us, we have much hope for the future of our 
Seminary. 

E. COOLEY, Jr., 

Principal. 

Colon, Nov. 6th, 1865. 



DICKINSON INSTITUTE. 

REPORT OF PRINCIPAL. 

Hon. O. Hosfobd, SupL of Public Instruction : 

Snt— Permit me to state that the property belonging to 
Dickinson Institute has not changed since I last reported. 
The school has enjoyed a large patronage for this region. You 
will learn more fully of its character from the accompanying 
circular, published this year. 

Tours, &c, 

DANIEL J. POOR, 

Prin. cf Dick. Institute. 
Romeo, November 4th, 1865. # 
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. The Trustees of Dickinson Institute are happy to announceN 
to the public that they have been able to make arrangements. 
by which the services of Rev. Daniel J. Poor, as Principal, are 
to be continued indefinitely: Mr. Poor has now been at the, 
head of this Institution for the term of six years; during- 
which period the number of its pupils has been doubled, and; 
a reputation earned for thoroughness of instruction, anct 
judiciousness of management, which places it among the very 
best schools in the land. From the great success already 
attained under its present management, we can confidently 
commend it to the favorable regard of as many parents as 
may be looking for a safe and profitable school in which to 
place their children. 

We regard the value of this school to the youth who are 
permitted to enjoy its advantages as above all price. It is 
conducted upon system; taking the child along slowly but 
surely from the lowest branches of study up to the highest, sa 
that a greater progress is thus really made in a short time, 
than in a much longer time through the desultory method or- 
dinarily pursued. As a matter of economy therefore, it is 
better to send to such a school, though the outlay at first may 
be greater. In a country where time is money, the extra ex- 
pense will soon be made up. It is also worth much to have 
our children under the care of those who will carefully watch 
over their habits and morals, and endeavor to form them after 
a high and worthy pattern. Allow us to express the hope 
then, that this school may continue to receive, as it so richly 
deserves, the liberal patronage of our community. A good 
education, next ttt a high and worthy example, is the best leg- 
acy that parents can leave to their children. : 

PHILO R. HURD, 

President of the Board. 



DI800 ACADEMY. 

REPORT OF TBUBTXES. 

Hon. O. HosfrOBD, Supt. Public Intirucixon: 

Delbl Sib— The Trustees of Disco Academy, through their 
Chairman, respectfully report as follows: 

This Institution was organized an association in the year 
I860, under the charge and supervision of Mr. Alonzo M. 
Keeler, as Principal, and its prosperity led to its incorporation 
as an Academy in 1855, in which a Teachers' Glass was 
organized, and was noted for its numbers sent out as 
primary school teachers. 

It has suffered, in common with other institutions of the 
kind, on account of the war; but since the close of the "re- 
bellion" and the return of the Principal, new interests appear 
to be elicited and hopes are entertained that arrangements will 
be made, or some plan adopted, under which it may ultimately 
be restored to its former prosperity. 

No material change has taken place in the affairs or condi- 
tion of this Institution, except the election of two new Trus- 
tees and a Clerk, sinoe our last annual report. 

The real estate is valued at fifteen hundred dollars, the stock 
subscribed is five thousand dollars, and the amount actually 
paid in is one thousand dollars. 

The names of the Trustees are, John Keeler; Chauncey 
Ghureb, Alonzo M. Keeler, Alson Haynes, Calvin Pierce, Ira 
8. (earsaU, Jeremiah Curtis, Philander Ewell, and Isaac 
Monfore. * 

The officers are, Alonzo M. Keeler, Principal, Chauncey 
Church, Chairman of the Board of Trustees; John Keeler, 
Treasurer, and Isaao Monfore, Clerk. 

The number of students in attendance the past year, 85/ 

The winter term was taught by Miss Harriet A. Frioe, and 
the summer term by Miss Emma A. Church. 
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No gifts, grants or donations received. 

All of which is briefly and respectfully submitted. 

CHAUNCET CHURCH, Chairman. 
Isaac Monfoee, Clerk. 

Bisco, Macomb Co., Nov. 29th, A. D. 1865. 



LANSING ACADEMY. 

BBPOBT OF PRINCIPAL. 

Hon. Orambl Hosford, Supt. Public Instruction : , 

Sib— In behalf of the Board of Trustees of Lansing Academy, 
I submit the following report for the last Academic year: 

The Institution was incorporated under the general Act for 
the Incorporation of such institutions, in October, A. D. 1868, 
and the following gentlemen were elected Trustees: Hon. Geo. 
W. Feck, Ezra Jones, Esq., J. C. Baily,Esq., Hon. L. K. Hewitt, 
Hon. Wm. H. Finokney, Hon. Wm. H. Chapman, Charles W. 
Butler, Esq., John A. Kerr, Esq., and Harley Ingersoll, Esq. 
Ezra Jones, Esq., was elected President, Hon. Wm. H. Pinokney 
Secretary, and J. p. Bailey, Esq., Treasurer. 

The Trustees secured the building known as the Bentea 
House for the purposes of school for the term of five years 
with the privilege of purchase at the expiration of that period 
for the sum of six thousand dollars. 

The School was opened for students the 11th of November, 
1863, with encouraging prospects, with the following Board of 
Instruction: Rev. C. C. Olds, A. M., Principal, and Alfred F. 
Caldwell, Miss Almeda C. Williams, and Miss Mary Hewitt as 
assistants. 

Thus far the School has depended mainly upon tuition to 
meet its current expenses. A Primary Department was opened 
with the School; but was finally suspended: 

The founders of the Academy design to make it not only an 

English School of the first grade, but also Classical Prepar- 

tory, fitting its students for adlnission to College. Ornamental 

branches are also taught, and the French language. 
20 
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During the last Academic year the board of instruction 
was as follows: Rev. 0. C. Olds, A. M., Principal, and A. F. 
Caldwell, Miss Sophia A. Howard, and Miss Nellie F. ■ 
Thompson, assistants. 

There have been in attendance the past year, one hundred 
and seventy-one students. Twenty-two have studied Latin, 
five Greek, seven French, seventy-four Algebra, seven Geom- 
etry, fifteen Natural Philosophy, twelve Rhetoric, eight Geol- 
ogy, fifty-six Reading and Spelling, forty Geography, and 
probably ninety-five per cent, of the whole number have 
studied Grammar and Arithmetic. Classes are formed every 
term in Geography, Grammar, Arithmetic and Elemetary Al- 
gebra, while most other studies are but one term during the 
year. 

BOOKS USED. 

Parker <& Watson's 5th Reader, Wright's Orthography, Cor- 
nell's Grammar School Geography, Clark's English Grammar, 
Robinson's Intellectual Arithmetic, Practical Arithmetic, Rob- 
inson's Elementary and New University Algebras, Robinson's 
Geometry and Trigonometry, Peck's Natural Philosophy, 
Porter's Chemistry, Mattison's Astronomy, Wells' Geology, 
Quackenboss' Rhetoric, Fasquell's French Course, McClintock's 
First Book in Latin and Greek. After which students read in 
Latin, Caesar, Virgil's iEnaid, and Cicero's Orations; and in 
Greek, the Greek Reader and Xenophon's Anabasis. 
Tuition per term of twelve weeks in common English branches, 

is, ? $6 00 

Higher English and Languages, 7 00 

In Instjumetal Music, 12 00 

A class for the especial benefit of those expecting to teach 
has been organized each Fall Term. The exercises in this 
class have consisted mostly of reviews of the branches taught 
in our public schools. 

0. G. OLDS, Principal 

Lansing Academy, Nov. 1st, i860. 



YOUNG LADIES' SEMINARY AND COLLEGIATE 
INSTITUTE. . 

BBPOBT OF PRINCIPAL. 

How. Obamel Hqsfobd, Supt. Public Instruction : 

My Dbab Sib j— Inclosed yon will please find a brief report 
of our Institution for the past year. 

This Institution has been in operation for the past fifteen 

years, -with increasing usefulness and success. Within that 

. time it has graduated over one hundred young ladies, who are 

now holding stations of influence, and a large number of them 

are engaged at teaching in different parts of our country. 

The object of the Institution is to furnish to young ladies as 
good advantages for a thorough and substantial education as 
are provided for the other sex by the Colleges of the country. 
It claims to give a thorough and an accomplished course of 
training in all the solid and ornamental branches of education. 

The course of study in the solid branches is full and thor- 
ough; besides this there is a oomplete course in the fine, arts 
and the ornamental departments of education, thus furnishing 
to our daughters an education commensurate with that of 
oursons. ; 

MEMBERS OF THE FACULTY. 
» 

Rev. E. J. Boyd, A. M., Principal and Professor of Mental 
and Moral Philosophy. 

Mrs. Sarah C. Boyd, Principal. 

Geo. W. Perry, A. M., Principal and Professor of Mathe- 
matics and Natural Science. 
* Miss H. N.%fcCutoheon, teacher of English and Botany. 

Mrs. J. & Clark, presiding teacher and instructor in Com- 
position. 

Prof. Franz Rizy, Professor of Instrumental Music — Piano 
I and Organ. 

i Kate R Hume, teacher of English, French and Latin 
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Miss A. Gomph, teacher of Vocal Music and German. 
Miss Mary Bennett, teacher of Drawing and Painting. 
Miss Helen dark, teacher of Gymnastics. 
The Institution has numbered during the past year 120 pm- 
pils in the different departments. 

The terms for board and tuition are as low as any of the beet 
Institutions for young ladies in our land. A very liberal de- 
duction is made to clergymen of all denominations in the edu- 
cation of their daughters. 

Tours respectfully , 

E. J. BOYD, 
GEO. W. PERRY, 

Prinoipafa 
Monroe, Jan. 9th, 1866. 



THE DETROIT PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 
Hon. O. Hosfobd, State Supt. of Public Instruction: 

In accordance with your request I respectfully submit the 
following brief report of the Public Schools of Detroit, for the 
year 1865. 

THE SYSTEM. 

Our system embraces five grades of ^schools, namely:— Pri- 
mary, Secondary, Junior, Senior and High School, in each of 
which there is a carefully prescribed course of study. Pupils, 
before promotion to a higher grade, are required to pass a 
thorough examination in the studies preparatory to that grade. 
The High School furnishes instruction to prepare students to 
enter any of the colleges of the country, and, in addition, the 
course of study embraces the modern languages, and a liberal 
range in the higher mathematics, and the sciences. 

THE SCHOOLS. 

We have sixty-eight different schools, as follows*: 

Bigh School ,.. 1 

Senior Schools 4 
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Junior Schools 14 

Secondary Schools Ifr 

Primary Schools :.. 27 

Schools of mixed grades 3 

68 
The school rooms in these buildings contain five thousand 
our hundred and twenty-four seats for the accommodation of f 
pupils. Besides these school rooms, there are eighteen recita- 
tion rooms. 

The value of the land and buildings belonging to the 

Board is $160,550 

Seating in all the schools 12,937 

Other personal property 11,928 

Total valuation $185,510 

Dhe Board are now building two fine Union -School houses, 
at a cost of $35,000. These buildings will be ready for schools- 
by the commencement of the fall term of the present year.- 

SCHOOL CEN8U8. 

The number of children in the city between the ages of four 
and eighteen is eighteen thousand seven hundred and ten; . 
being an increase of one thousand three hundred and eleven 
over the year 1864. Forty-five per cent of the number 
enumerated in this school census have been instructed in the 
public schools during the past year. We are greatly in want 
of more school accommodations. Had we three thousand 
more seats, I have no doubt they would at once be filled by 
children seeking admission to the schools. The Board of Ed- 
ucation are doing their utmost to supply this demand for- 
room. * » 

TRA0HBE8 AND flAT.AKTBB. . 

We employ 86 teachers, 8 males and 78 females. Sixty- 
eight of this number have charge of schools, and the remain- 
ing 18 are assistants in the higher departments, and are in> 
charge of recitation rooms. The salaries paid are as follows: 
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Males. 

1 Principal of High School, $1,400 00 

4 Principals of Union Schools, each, 1,200 00 

1 Assistant in High School, * 1,150 00 

2 Junior Principals, each, 900 00 

Females. 

1 Assistant in High School,' 600 00 

3 Junior Principals, each, , 500 00 

4 Preceptresses of Union Schools, each, 475 00 

2 Teachers, each, ' 410 00 

1 Teacher, 425 06 

7 Teachers, each, 405 00 

52 Teachers, each, 400 00 

8 Teachers, each, 875 00 

The average number of pupils taught by every teacher, in- 
clusive of assistants, has been 66 during the past year. Our 
schools are crowded to their fullest capacity for legitimate 
work, every teacher having twenty j>er cent more pupils than 
it is generally considered a teacher can manage to the best 
advantage. 

ATTENDANCE. 

There were 8445 different names enrolled in our school reg- 
isters during the year. The average number belonging for the 
year was 5481, and the average daily attendance for the year 
4990. The per cent of attendance on the average number be- 
longing was 91.6, against 89.1 for the year 1864, and the per 
cent of tardiness on the average attendance was 1.4, against 
1.8 for the preceding year. We have secured a greater degree 
of punctuality during the year 1865 than ever before. 

LIBBABT. 

During the past year our school library has been opened to^ 
the use of the public. It embraces about 9,000 volumes, 
selected with great care from all the departments of literature 
and science, and, together with fitting up the library room, has 
cost nearly $15,000. We shall doubtless add to it about 4,000 
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volumes during the present year, and probably a like number 
during next year; it will then be hardly surpassed by any 
library in the State. There were $5,368 expended upon it dur- 
ing the year. 

FINANCES. 

The expense of eonducting the schools during the past year 
was nearly $63,000. The largest item of expenditure is for 
teachers, and amounts to $37,500. Our fuel costs $4,500, and 
the outlay for janitors is not far from $3,000. The Board are 
now in debt to the amount of $8,500. The expenses of con- 
ducting the schools during the present year are estimated at 
about $67,000. We have aper capita tax of $3 upon every per- 
son between the ages of 4 and 18, or rather that is the bans 
upon which this tax is levied upon the property of the city. 
It will this year amount to about $56,000, and we shall doubt- 
less receive $9,000 from the Primary School Fund. The 
Board expect an appropriation of $25,000 from the Common 
Council for building purposes. There is more than enough 
due the Board from uncollected back taxes to clear them en- 
tirely from debt, and leave a surplus in the Treasury. 

THE SCHOOL BOARD. 

The School Board consists of twenty members, ten of whom 
are elected, (one from each ward,) every year. This Board 
annually elect their own officers, and these consist of a Presi- 
dent, Treasurer and Secretary. The President appoints the 
Committees of the Board; The President, Hon. T..H. Hart- 
well, takes a lively interest in all matters pertaining to the 
schools, and devotes a liberal share of his time in supervising 
them. 

The above abstract of the condition and practical workings 

of our system of Public Schools, will, I trust, present an idea, 

of them for the purposes required by you, as expressed in your 

communication. 

Respectfully, 

DUANE DOTY, 

Superintendent. 



SCH00L8 IN THE UPPER PENINSULA. 

[The following article in reference to schools in the Upper 
Peninsula, from the hand of the Deputy Superintendent, as 
well as the statistics of the Graded Schools, and the statements 
from the various Visiting Inspectors, which he has collected 
from the Inspectors' Reports, are here inserted, believing that 
all who read this Report will be greatly interested in the 
matters therein contained. — Superintendent] 

When Congress determined to rob our new State of some 
thousand square miles of land on the southern border, in order 
to give Ohio the mouth of the Maumee, as the territorf had 
been previously robbed of a similar amount to give Indiana 
a harbor on Lake Michigan, the Upper Peninsula was thrdwn 
in to appease our wounded pride, and make us consent to the 
robbery, determined upon in any event. Whether this " com- 
promise" was first suggested by the agents of obr State, then 
about to be, or the attorneys for the plunderers, we are not 
aware has ever been made public history; but, however that 
might be, it is quite probable that the men, or some of them, 
who were defending the interests of Michigan, if they did not 
"know what they were about," shrewdly guessed it. The peo- 
ple generally supposed they had lost two tiers of townships of 
the most valuable part of the State, including the location of 
a future great city, and got in exchange, a great tract of barren, 
uninhabited swamps and mountains— if indeed, the masses 
knew enough about it to know whether it was all swamp or 
all mountain; and that its main value would ever consist in 
enabling them to boast of the great number of square miles of 
territory in the State. There were those, however, who knew 
of legends of mineral wealth in that far off and inaccessible 
region; and believed time would show the Acquisition of far 
more value to the State, than sixty townships on the southern 
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border. But the great majority felt that they had been, not 

• only defrauded, but befooled. 

We had hardly outgrown the soreness upon the subject, 
when the copper mines w6re found to be a reality. Now, in- 
deed, the tables were turned, and the results were certain. 
Michigan could supply the world, if need be, with copper. 
'Capitalists saw the prize and made ready to grasp it 
But it was a work of time. Little could be done till a canal 

• could be completed at the sainted falls, admitting vessels into, 
or up to, Lake Superior. In the meantime the gold of Cal- 
ifornia was discovered, and the public attention was thereby 
nnuch diverted. But for that, discovery, it is probable that the 

business of the copper and iron mines of Lake Superior would 
now be four times what it is. But the advance went steadily 
«on. Population followed capital, and 1,466 souls in 1840 in- 
creased to 26,210 in 1864. In the same tijae two organized 
^counties increased to eight; all of the territory being now or- 
ganized save Schoolcraft county, which had, in 1864, but 89 
inhabitants and no school. The following will show the 
^population of the counties in the several years indicated: 



'Chippewa,.. 

Delta, 

Houghton,.. 
.Keweenaw ,. 

Mackinac,.. 

Marquette, . 

Menominee, 

Ontonagon,. 
. Schoolcraft r 



Total,. 



COUNTIES. 



1840. 



534 



1,460 



1850. 



898 
798 



3,607 
186 



16 



6,834 



1860. 



1,544 
1,172 
9,258 



1,989 
2,821 



4,675 
78 



21,882 



1884. 



1468 
661 
8 225 
5,180 
1,885 
3,700 
496 
6,406 



26,210 



There were no common schools in the Upper Peninsula, ex- 

<sept in Chippewa and Mackinac, till 1852; the first report 

from Mackinac being in 1840, and the first from Chippewa, in 

2846. The first school reports from the other counties were as 

21 
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follows: Marquette, 1852; Ontonagon, 1855; Houghton, 1857; 
Keweenaw, (previously a part of Houghton,) 1861; Menom- 
inee, 1863; Delta, 1864. 

We are now prepared, in view of the fact that all the schools 
in the Tipper Peninsula, with the exception of Chippewa and 
Mackinaw, have come into existence within nine years, to ap- 
preciate the magnitude of the educational work that has been 
performed, as shown by the following aggregated statistics. 

The reports from Saut St. Marie and Delta county have not 
yet been received. The figures of the preceding year are, 
therefore, taken as an estimate: 

Number of towns reporting, . .-. 24 

" districts, # 41 

" children between 5 and 20 years of age, 7,856 

" " attending school,. ; . 4,516 

Average length of school — months, .• 7 

Number of volumes in libraries, 4,491 

" t graded schools, 5 

" male teachers, 23 

" female " 49 

" months school— aggregate, 455 

Average wages per month for male teachers, $78 12 

" " " female " $41 83 

Wages to male teachers, . . . - # $11,585 65 

" female " . . . , 12,827 02 

Total wages to teachers, $24,412 67' 

Whole amount expended for schools, 51, 63 9 32 

Funds on hand at close of year, 14,562 33 

Aggregate indebtedness of districts, 13,416 47 

Value of school-houses 61,382 00 

Paid for building purposes in 1865 22,424 39 

Amount of two mill tax, 12,787 05 

Eaised by district taxes to pay teachers wages, 7,070 22 

ratebill, 687 22 

« other district taxes, ^. 16,501 01 
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In Marquette county, which in 1852, had but 43 children, 
there are now 1,141, and two graded schools. In Houghton, 
which in 1857, had but two districts, and 331 children, there are 
now (including Keweenaw, taken from it,) 15 districts, 3,887 
children, and two graded schools. In Ontonagon there was in. 
1855, one district, with 232 children; now there are nine dis- 
tricts, 1,530 children, and one graded school. 

It will be seen that much higher wages were paid to teachers 
than in the Lower Peninsula; yet the tuition averaged bfot 
forty-four cents [per month, to each child in the district, or 
seventy-nine cents for each one actually attending school. All 
the facts indicate that the people of the Upper Peninsula are 
behind no section of the country in their interest in the educa- 
tion of their children; and it is believed that the general in- 
terest in the affairs of that interesting portion of the State 
fully warrants the separation from the general statistics, and 
explanations as above given. 



GRADED SCHOOL STATISTICS. 



The first Graded Schools were organized by a anion of two or 
more previously existing districts; and were hence called Union 
Schools. That term has, however, now mainly lost its signifi- 
cance; and all the schools that employ more than one teacher \ 
have, or should have, such a gradation of the studies, that it 
would be better to drop entirely the original name, and speak 
of them only as Graded Schools. These schools have become 
an important feature in our common school system; in the 
number of pupils which they embrace, the amount of means 
expended, and the character pf instruction given. Indeed, they 
cover the whole educational field, from the lowest primary teach- 
ing up to the University. They pay the highest salaries, and 
have the ablest teachers; not a few of whom are fully compe- 
tent to a Professorship in any College or University in the land. 
Some of them indeed, have been called to fill the highest posi- 
tions in some of our leading literary institutions. 

The prominence which these schools now occupy makes it 
desirable that the statistics furnished by their annual reports, 
shall be separated from the mass, the better to show what they 
are doing, and that the people may, therefore be able better to 
judge of their character as to what they can do, in point of 
economy, both in means of support, and measures of instruc- 
tion. The following table furnishes in a small space a great 
amount of information upon the leading features of the Graded 
Schools. If the reader will take the time to study it, compar- 
ing the statistics of the different schools, he can hardly fail to 
find it an interesting work. The officers of Graded Schools 
especially, may obtain hints relative to the expense of the 
schools, that will be of essential value. The table includes 
a few which were not reported as graded, but which employed 
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more than one teacher all or a part of the time, indicated by a 
*; and also a few which were reported as graded, but employed 
.only one teacher at any time. 

It will be seen that these 151 districts contain oyer one- 
fourth of the children in the State, just about one-fourth of the 
whole number attending school, one-half in value of the school 
houses, paid thirty-five hundredths of the wages to teachers, 
and forty-five hundredths of all the school expenditures. The 
average expense of tuition ;for each child was $3 24; while in 
the State at large, it was $2 41. The average expense of tui- 
tion for each pupil in school was $4 02; while in the State it 
was $3 14. 

Will the reader here assert that the expense of the graded 
schools is above the average of the State ? If so, he must think 
again. In the above, the calculation is, on the part of the 
graded schools, for nine months; and for the entire State only 
six and two-tenths months. Reducing the expense to months, 
it is, in the graded schools, for each pupil, forty-four and one- 
half cents; andin the State at large a fraction short of fifty-one 
cents. The average of the State, aside from the graded 
schools, cannot be estimated at less than fifty-four cents per 
month. 

Thd following table then, shows that the expense for tuition 
per month in the graded schools, on an average, is not more 
than four-fifths as high as in the small rural districts. Ear 
higher wages were paid to teachers in the graded schools, not 
only in the aggregate, but per month; and the low tuition- is 
from the fact that, while in the State at large, including the 
graded schools, there were twenty-six pupils for each teacher, 
in the graded schools alone, each teacher had, on an average 
sixty-one pupils. 
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REPORTS OF VISITING INSPECTORS. 



The blanks furnished for the Beports of School Inspectors, 
in 1865, were accompanied with the following note : 

Visiting Inspectors are requested to report upon the general condition 
and improvement of the Schools; the qualifications and success or failure 
of teachers; the comparative success of male and female teachers ; the 
adequacy of compensation; the condition of school houses and grounds* 
and school apparatus; the conduct of the scholars in or out of school; the 
interest of the people in the schools; the condition of the libraries ; the 
facilities of the children for obtaining books from other sources, and the 
interest in the reading, and the character of matter most read; the man-, 
nerin which the funds from fines are used; the interest shown in educa- 
tion by ministers, lawyers and other educated men in the township; with 
such information and suggestions generally, as they may be able to make. 
These Beports will be quoted from liberally, or copied entire in the Super- 
intendent's Report, as space and their interest will warrant. 

This was repponded to by more or less of the Inspectors in 
all parts of the State; and it is believed that a more correct 
view of the conditio*, of the schools and school interests can 
in no way be obtained, than by the publication of a liberal 
number of these Reports. The following are from some of 
the most intelligent school officers, from nearly every county 
in the State. Some of them failed to. attach their names ; but 
where they have done so, the name of the Inspector is given. 
In some particulars all report the same state of facts ; and in 
others there seems a great diversity of opinion. Nearly all 
claim that their schools are making progress, though in many 
cases, slowly. While much complaint is made of want of 
complete success by teachers, greatly on account of incompe- 
tency to teach or to govern, all agree that the failures are in a 
great degree chargeable to the inattention and negligence of 
the people. x On this point, tttere is hardly a dissenting voice. 
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Almost universally, the people consider their work done when 
they have provided the means, however meagre, and put a 
teacher, however incompetent, at work. The unanimous tes- 
timony is, that, if the parents would interest themselves suffi- 
ciently occasionally to accompany their children to the school- 
room, this act alone would be of the greatest advantage to 
teachers and scholars. Two Inspectors make the good sug- 
gestion, that the parents unite in a systematic visitation by 
rotation. It woulcL be* still better, however, if they would do 
it each for themselves, for the love of it, or love of their 
children. That it would be better than voting a considerable 
additional tax in money, there can be no doubt. 

The testimony is also almost unanimous, that ministers, law- 
yers, and educated men, take no more interest in the schools 
than others. If these classes ought not to take the lead in 
educational affairs, ^rho should? If they would take the 
interest which the rights of the rising generation claim at 
their hands, and if parents would visit the schools, we should 
not long jhear the report from nearly all, — "no apparatus other 
than a blackboard !" 

Another evil generally reported, is irregularity of attendance; 
but that is a fact almost everywhere so notorious, that a report 
upon it was hardly required. 

The inadequacy of wages is generally admitted ; though 
many say the pay is as good as the services rendered — neither 
being satisfactory. Some cast a slur upon teachers, that they 
work only for pay. There may be cases where this is just* 
but it is slanderous to assert that teachers, more than others, 
are governed by avarice. Yet all agree that, if higher wages 
were offered, better teachers would be secured, and the worth- 
less teachers would be driven back to the kitchen or the 
cornfield. 

Several of the reports recommend County School Super- 
intendents. 

From nearly every section the report is — " no interest is taken 
in the libraries." Most of the exceptions are where the funds from 
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fines are honestly appropriated, and are sufficient to keep the 
libraries replenished. Several report that Sunday Schools are 
furnishing the children with reading matter instead of the de- 
cayed and scattered books in school libraries. A large number 
report the illegal use of library funds. 

The opinion of Inspectors as to the comparative success of 
male and female teachers is pretty equally divided. It is prob- 
able that those who give their decision against females, judge 
from the labors of those who are unfit by education and ex- 
perience, and ought to be for years yet, themselves pupils, be- 
fore attempting to teach; while those who believe that female 
teachers are equal to those of the other sex, have witnessed the 
success of those who learned their profession before attempting 
to practice it Since so many male teachers have been, called 
from their work by the war, there is no doubt that it has been 
difficult to find all the females required, who were competent 
to teach, and could be obtained, even at liberal prices. The 
past two or three years, therefore, for this reason, as well as 
the inadequate wages paid, have hardly afforded a fair test of 
"woman's ability to teach." We have within the past two 
years, known a young lady take charge of* a graded school of 
several hundred pupils, and for a year all in the district admit- 
ted that the school had never, under a score of male teachers 
at different times, been taught or gbverned with greater ability 
and success. But when she insisted upon being paid about 
two- thirds as much as had been paid to male teachers for no 
better service, in cheaper times, she was told she might go. A 
male superintendent was procured, at three hundred dollars a 
year more than she asked; and within three months he was 
almost literally kicked out, after almost ruining the school. 
Such is the premium offered by the people for poor teachers. 
Could this lady have donned male attire and passed for a man, 
the district would not have hesitated to give her for exactly the 
service she did render, double the amount they refused her. 

The perusal of these reports is commended to any who would 
like to know how our school system is working throughout the 
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State. Although following the phraseology of our note to the 
Inspectors in relation to the topics discussed, there is some uni- 
formity of expression, there will still be found a wide range of 
ideas. A few remarks have occassionally been added, or in- 
serted in brackets, by way of comment or explanation. 



ALLEGAN COUNTY. 

CASCO. 

The Visiting Inspector of this township, by the amount of 
business on hand, was unable to visit all the schools the past 
season; but can say of those he did visit, and from what he can 
learn of those he did not, that their general condition is good, 
and improvement has been very fair. The qualifications of 
some of the teachers were very good, others not so good; as a 
part of the districts /eeZ too poor to hire good teachers and pay 
good wages. But we trust they will learn ere long that it is 
poor policy to hire cheap teachers. 

We have four comfortable log school-houses, and four good 
frame houses; one built the past year, at a cost of $450, which 
shows progress in the right way. 

Our libraries are rather poor, and need replenishing, but for 
want of funds do not yet receive it The parents generally 
show much interest in the education of their children, and we 
think that a few more years will find us not destitute of good 
teachers in the rich districts of this township. 

CROSBY EATON. 

FILLMORE. 

The general condition of our schools is not so healthy and 
vigorous as it might be, but we think they are slowly im- 
proving. 

The qualifications of our teachers, generally, are of a low 
order, and the people seem generally better pleased with a 
poor, low-priced teacher and a longer term of school, than 
with a wide-a-wake, thorough-going teacher, competent to 
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discharge every duty of the school-room wisely and well, at an 
advanced cost and shorter term. The success of teachers is 
what might be expected ; all teach their whole term, receive 
their pay, and leave their schools somewhat advanced. 

The male teachers being better qualified, do better than the 
females. The conduct of the scholars is pretty good. People 
are not very wide-a-wake about their schools. 

The libraries are in fair condition, but not much read ; and 
there is not much chance to get other reading to a great ex- 
tent. The reading chosen is generally of a good character. 
We have received no fine money. The better educated men 
(which are few) are most interested in the cause of education. 
We think the Inspectors might do more for the schools by 
licensing only a better grade of teachers, and being more 
thorough in visiting and encouraging and assisting the teach- 
ers in the discharge of their duties, as well as stimulating the 
scholars to excel in behaviour and studies. 

AABON SOUTHWICK. 

HOPKINS. 

The general condition and improvement of the schools is 
good. Much interest seems to be exhibited on the part of the 
district officers and inhabitants, in seeking to provide good 
and suitable buildings, and qualified teachers, and a prompt 
attendance. 

There were but two failures in the qualifications and success 
of the several teachers. The best of teachers are sought, .and 
generally a good compensation is given. [The reports show 
the average monthly wages of teachers in Hopkins to be to 
males $25 50, and to females $11 10 — very much below the 
. average of the State.] Male teachers generally have the best 
success in teaching. 

We have six good school-houses in town, and two inferior 
ones. The former have goocl grounds, and are well located, 
but are poorly supplied with apparatus; only district No. 3 
being well provided for. The conduct of the scholars is 
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usually good; owing much to the qualifications of the teachers 
as to government. 

The library of the township needs replenishing. Most of 
our books are of good sound reading, such as Historical, 
Biographical and Philosophical productions. 

The interest shown for the advancement of Education by 
the principal men in our township is gratifying; at least so 
much that we are happy to hear our town called " A. No. One"* 
in the county. 

E. S. LINSLET. 

MANLIUS. 

The general condition of our schools, we are sorry to say, is 
not vejy flattering. Districts No. 1 and 2 have buildings fit 
(in winter) only for the Polar Bear, Walrus, Reindeer, Russian 
Sable, or Siberian Bat, and the majority of their inhabitants- 
seem to think the seasoning process necessary to the general 
development of their imaginary embryo statesman. 

Nos. 3 and 4 haver good school-houses, but the inhabitants, 
lack general interest All lack apparatus. Our library is 
among the things that were, and the only facility for obtaining 
books is with "a dollar or two." Our children read everything, 
from Mrs. Noodles' Essays on Matrimony to Artemus Ward's 
lectures on First Principles of American Governonnt. 

We would suggest that our Legislature enact that some 
competent man We elected at each general State election, in 
each county, whose duty it shall be to lecture to the inhabit- 
ants of every school district, at least twice each school year, 
upon the cause of education, the construction and arrange- 
ment of school-houses, necessary books and apparatus, for the 
general advancement of education; which, in our opinion, 
would be of more benefit to the public than all the patent med- 
icine in the universe. 

J. H. LAMOKEUX, 
THOMAS CAMPAU. 
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The Reports from Manilas, nevertheless, indicate more than 
an average faithfulness on the part of the district officers. In 
each district the Director makes his account balance. * 

OTSEGO. 

General condition of schools middling good ; about one-fourth 
-of the teachers better than ordinary; the success of female 
teachers fully equal to that of males; compensation very much 
"too small inmost cases. [Average, aside from Otsego village — 
males, $21, females, $14 29 per month. In the village district, 
males $62, females — we cannot tell; the aggregate number of 
months not being correctly reported.] School-houses in about 
'half of the districts in tolerable good condition; no school ap- 
paratus worth mentioning; the conduct of scholars about the 
'same as that of " Young America" in general; the interest of 
'the people in the schools rather small; no* returning and 
•changing library books by Directors.. Ministers, lawyers and 
•other educated men take but little interest in the schools in the 
"way of visiting them. I think it would be a great benefit to 
the common schools, to have County Superintendents. 

G. A. MORGAN. 

WAYLUTD. 

I am a recent comer to the place, and this is my first year as 
School Inspector. I have visited all the schools in existence 
the past summer. None were visited last winter. The schools 
are in tolerable condition. The teachers the past summer 
were generally successful. Our school libraries are of no ac- 
count This town has not appropriated any money to increase, 
them for some years. The district boards are very inefficient 
in prescribing text books. Our town has done nothing, in ob- 
taining the funds from fines. I, a minister of the Gospel, am 
th^ only man in the place, so far as I know, who takes interest 
-enough to visit the schools. 

J. S. KIDDER. 
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We think brother K has not labored in vain, sinoe the ap- x 
parent correctness of the Directors' reports is much above the 
average. Only one of the eight fails to make his account 
balance. 



BABRT COUNTY, 

BABBT. 

* * * We have four good frame school-houses; * 
the rest are log, and not very good. Those districts that have 
the best houses, have the best teachers; therefore they have 

the best schools. 

INSPECTORS OP BARRY. 

* 

There is a text we would have the people everywhere ponder. 
With the best houses, we shall always as a role, find the best 
teachers, and the best schools. And this, not only because of 
having the best teachers, but the same teacher will have a much 
better schoblin a good house than in a poor one. It is as poor 
economy for districts to have poor school-houses, as for the far- 
mer to have a barn so poor it will shelter neither his crops or 
his cattle. 

GABLTOH. 

We have good teachers this year, and the schools have been 
well kepi t As far as we have visited, we have heard of but 
little complaint from any school Our school-houses are gen- 
erally good, and there is a good interest on the part of parents* 
Fines are voted to pay teachers. 

H. D. HOBBS, Inspector. 
H. W. HEWBS, Clerk. 

All the votes a town or district can take, will not shield a 
school officer from the penalty for such illegal use of moneys 
that can be legally used for no other purpose than libraries^ 
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JOHNSTOWN. 

" * * * I have been Inspector for the last eight years, 
andjl sometimes feel almost discouraged; growling about high 
wages — mad if they can't have their own way, &c. There are 
a few exceptions. I am sorry to say it, I think there is not 
difference enough made in price, between inexperienced and 
experienced teachers. 

J. H. HOLMES. 

: Johnstown has ten districts, and Mr. Holmes made seven' 
teen visits during the year. The Director's reports, in fullness 
and correctness, are considerably above par. > 

MAPLE GROVE. 

I hav£ visited all the schools in this township once this sum- 
mer. Having been away for the past three years, I cannot say 
much of the increased improvement of the scholars in deport- 
ment and education. I think it will compare with other 
localities. The teachers for the summer terms yrere all fe- 
males. They generally taught thoroughly, and kept good 
order in most instances when the Inspector was present. 

Some complained that the scholars were not punctual in at- 
tendance. There was not a proper amount of books for the 
classes. One class of five, in district No. 7, had but one book. 
There 'are four good frame echoolhouses and four log shelters, 
variously estimated in value from fifty dollars to twenty-five 
'cents. 

The district officers are generally quite neglectful of their 
duties, as I should infer from the many complaints; more par- 
ticularly in regard to furnishing the proper amount of text 
books for the classes. The libraries arid generally well selected 
and well read. No moneys have been paid in for fines, as we 
can find. Lawyers and ministers are scarce; cannot say much 
of the few in regard to education. Many of the scholars do 
not attend public worship on the Sabbath— can't say whether 
'they ave advised to attend school or church by the clergy. We 
^should advise County Commissioners instead of town Inspec- 
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tors, and town Trustees instead of district officers. The teach- 
ers are being paid higher wages than formerly, which seems 
in most cases, to bring a better class of teachers into the coun- 
try schools. I think their wages will average nearly one dollar 
per day, to the twelve in this town for the next year. 

E. H. MALLOBY. 

; Far the past year the reports show fourteen female teachers, 
at an average of $15.49 per month. The valuation of school- 
houses is given from twenty-Jive cents to $800. 

YANKEE SPBINQS. 

Five of the school-houses in town are good and three are 
very poor [valuea atO, $20, and $50]. The best houses gen- 
erally are large enough and convenient. The school apparatus 
consists mainly of blackboards, and no maps. The condition 
of the township library is as good as libraries in general; but 
the selection is not above medium. 

LEWIS BALDWIN. 

To the above the town clerk adds the following note: 
"Fractional district No. 8 was reported as No. 9; and the 

library books are better calculated to fill the shelves than the 

minds of the people." 
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PORTSMOUTH. 

The Inspectors would respectfully report that the schools in 
this Ijpwnship show decided marks of improvement, and the 
interest manifested by parents and others friendly to common 
Schools is very gratifying, and has been productive of much 
good. District No. 1, comprises the village of Portsmouth, 
Vith a population of 1,200; and although the school accom- 
modations are totally inadequate, and a disgrace to the place, 
•still the standing of the schools is so high, that the opening of 
* private or select school has not bqen attempted. Male teachers 
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are preferred in this township, and are engaged in preference 
in districts where funds will admit of their employment The 
adequacy of compensation is not complained of. 

The condition of school-houses could hardly be worse. 
However, steps are being taken in all the districts, to erect new 
buildings; and by another year a decided improvement in this 
respect, it*is hoped, can be reported. The oonduct of scholars 
in school, I have to report, generally excellent; and out of school 
it is conceded by all, that a great change for the better has 
taken place. Children are civil and courteous to passers by, 
and obliging to each other. 

The only male teacher, the first year receive^ $40 per month — 
now $60. [The Director's report gives him $55 ; and the average 
to females in the town, $25 11.] The teachers in all the schools 
are pupils of his, and were taken from school to teach. Several 
others of his pupils are teaching in other townships. 

The Inspector feels it incumbent upon him to recommend the 
amendment of the school law, to the effect that County Super- 
intendents may be appointed, with power to grant certificates 
to teachers for the county. The present system prevents com- 
petent teachers from locating; and it is well known that a large 
percentage of the township Examiners throughout the State are 
totally incompetent to examine a reaUy qualified teacher. 

ARCHIBALD G. CUMMING. 
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OHICKAMING. 

The schools of the township are in as good and flourishing 
condition as could be expected under existing circumstances. 
The qualifications of teachers employed, are not what we can 
boast of; we would recommend female teachers in our primary 
schools; and with us they are well compensated. [$14 54 per 
month, average.] This township is very new, and the school- 
houses are not what we expect to have in one or two years. 
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No. 1 has a small frame house. No. 2, large enough, but poorly 
built No, 8 has a house 24 by 30 feet, 12 feet oeiling, well fin- 
ished and furnished with outbuildings, shade trees, fenoe and 
grounds, water, Ac. No. 4, no bouse. No 5 has no house at 
present, but the people of the district are awake to their inter- 
ests, and we, in our next report, expect to report them the 
finest house in the township. No apparatus in any of the 
schools— not even a Webster's Unabridged Dictionary. Con- 
duct of scholars is good. 

The interest of the people in schools is good for a new coun- 
try. We promise not to be behind any township in the 
county, when we have half their years and wealth. Condition 
of the library, fair— facility for obtaining books from other 
sources, usually good, as a majority of our people are readers. 
The interest of professional men in the schools is good so far as 
the "Greenback" goes; can't say more for them. I would 
respectfully recommend seme way whereby the School Inspectors 
oould furnish the schools with maps, charts and other apparatus. 
We think it would then be done. 

A. L. DEEW. 

GAUHN. 

My predecessor in office visited all the schools last winter,, 
and reported thenVin a flourishing condition, with one excep- 
tion. I have visited all the schools, twice each, during the 
summer. There was no deficiency in the education of any of 
the teachers, but there was lack of government in two out of 
the six. The pupils learned well, but the school* were poorly 
attended, owing to the scarcity of help, and the lack of interest 
by the parents. The success of female teachers will compare 
favorably with that of males; and their wages, as a general 
thing, are adequate. [Males average $29 50; females $16 07 
per month.] * 

Our school-houses are all good but one, which needs repairs. 
The condition of the libraries is bad; have not received any 
money for that purpose for some time. There is not a single 
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district in the township that is organized, and they cannot tell 
how their finances stand. It is impossible to get a correct re* 
port from the directors. They keep no accounts, and .don't 
seem to know anything about their own district matters. 

HENRY M. BLAIR 
The appearance of the Director's reports in Galien win conn 
pare favorably with that of a majority in the State, notwith- 
standing. 

HAOAB. 

The undersigned respectfully report, that owing to the 
resignation and removal of the school Inspectors who were 
appointed last spring, they are not enabled to make as foil it 
report as they would wish ; but the late Inspectors expressed 
themselves much pleased with the management of the schools, 
and of the improvement made by the scholars. The morals 
of the children are good, and all seemed pleased with theit 
teaohers, who were very attractive to their respective charges; 
but owing to the sparcely settled state of our township arid 
bad roads, the children were not able to be as regular at 
school as could be wished. The conduct of the scholars, both 
in and out of school, is good, and their parents are taking 
more interest in the schools than they have heretofore done* 
The district libraries are in good order, and are easy of access 
to the children. There has been no library money received 
from fines for the past two years; and the small amount in the 
treasury of each district to the credit of the library fund will 
be expended this season for books. 

SAMUEL G. PARKER. 

OHAS. D. ROOME. 

THOS. ROOME. 
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CALIFORNIA. 

• As to the general condition of the schools, they seem to be 
progressing finely. Still there is a great ehanoe for improve- 
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ment. Oar teachers are well qualified, and so far as my 
knowledge extends, have been successful. Oar school-houses^ 
are large and in good repair, [valued from two to five hun- 
dred dollars,] and well ventilated; but lack school apparatus.. 
The conduct of scholars, in and out of school, so far as my> 
observations extend, seems to be very good. The peoffo 
generally do not manifest a very deep interest in the schools. 

ALEXANDER DOUGLASS. 

OOLSWATBB CITY. 

By the city charter the Board of Trustees are made the In- 
spectors of the city schools. ' 

The schools during the year ending Sept. 4th, 1865, hate- 
been in a very prosperous condition. The order and generU 
efficiency have been quite satisfactory to the board and the 
patrons of the school generally. 

Our school buildings now are in good repair '(with two ex- 
ceptions,) [valued at $40,000,] being furnished with the most 
approved kind of furniture, and the central building with a 
set of philosophical and chemical apparatus. 

The people have a lively interest in the schools, and but little 
complaint has been heard during the year. 

There is a Lyceum connected with the school, which has 
now laid the foundation for a valuable library. It owns over 
200 volumes of well selected books, which are accessible to all 
who pay an initiation fee of twenty-five cents per term. 

The money from fines in criminal cases has been used by the 
supervisors for other purposes than buying books for libraries. ' 

* * • * 

The County Treasurer is holden to the townships for every 
cent of these funds that comes into his hands, and they can 
be collected of him, however unanimously Supervisors may, 
by illegal votes, direct him to violate law and constitution by 
using them for illegal purposes. The proper school officers, 
have but to appeal to the courts. 
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OTBABD. 

' Afl in our last year's Report, we have to inform yon, that 
"here as in other places, the war has drawn largely npon the 
-spirit of education ; many of our young men having gone 
"from the school to the tented field, perhaps never to return. 
k Bnt some are returning, and we anticipate a growing interest 
'the coming winter. 

You will see by our Report, that our teachers are all females, 
save one; and we had to report him not qualified, because he 
did not come before us to be examined. He was probably 
well qualified, but did not comply with the law. We have a 
plenty of ministers in town, but they do not manifest modi 
• interest in schools — either because they are not paid for it, or 
else being poorly educated, they avoid going into a school* 
house, lest they should expose their ignorance. The hill of 
jjoienoe is steep here as in other places; as yen will see by the 
Tagueness of many of the reports ; but we mean to keep toil- 
ing, and with Excelsior for our motto, we will fall high up the 
•asoent 

SHSBWOOD. 

The condition of our schools is as good and promising at 
'present as it has been for many years past ; and I think still 
improving. The series of Teachers' Institutes held in this 
section of country have been the means of making many im- 
portant changes in our schools. As to the qualifications of 
teachers, they are not as well qualified as the best interests of 
{he schools demand ; yet they seem generally to enter upon 
their duties with interest — realizing the great responsibility 
resting upon them. I think the best interests of the schools 
require female teachers in the summer and males in the 
winter. 

Schoolhouses are generally in good condition. No. 7 has 

no house. They occupy the townhouse at present, but expect 

to build nest summer. The school grounds are generally 

-small, usually containing one-half of an acre, and thrown open 
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to the commons. All the school apparatus we have, is what 
each teacher furnishes. Parents do not take as much interest 
in the schools as their best good requires. They do not often 
visit the schools — thinking it sufficient to take the children*' 
word; which often occasions hard feelings between parent and 
teacher. There is but little interest taken in our district 
libraries, on account of there being no additions. 
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JXFFKBSOH. 

Schools are maintained in each district, but under the immu- 
table law of circumstances we find them in widely different 
conditions, from several causes. The geography of one dis- 
trict forbids the amount of aid from the mill-tax to reach the 
line of independence, which others, more favorably situated, 
are possessed of. Location of settlers also, has a bearing upon 
this point 

We have a variety among our teachers. Some are thorough 
and alive to'their work, and their mark is plainly seen in the 
discipline, promptness, thoroughness and progress of their 
schools. But nature tells all to differ, and we find other 
teachers whose best qualifications are shown before the- Exam- 
iners rather than in the school-room ; a thing that will escape the 
strictest vigilance of the Inspectors sometimes. I can scarcely 
discern between the success of the different sexes. We have 
efficiency and deficiency in both. Wages rate, from $12 to $16 
in summer, and $30 to $45 in winter, which is considered sat- 
isfactory by teachers. [The reports show the average to be per^ 
month, $31 50 to males and $16 86 to females.] Houses gen- 
orally adequate, but apparatus very scarce; which has the effect 
of causing pupils to study books instead of science. 

We confess a chance for missionary labor amongst our 
youngsters, though happily, but few are special subjects. 
People have a healthy interest in their schools generally, but 
24 
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in this most unthankful business, we find that any donkey, 
though unable to read or write his name, is perfectly compe- 
tent to tell a teacher all about his business. 

The libraries are but little valued, though we have urged 
them especially upon the attention of the people. The eager- 
ness for the papers accounts in part for this. As crime is on 
the increase, with a premium rather than a percentage for it, 
the funds from fines are small; less than five dollars to our 
township this year; consequently it is not drawn, and no Jbooko, 
bought except one (evidently a mistake) costing $10, as shown 
by director's report from No. 6. [Webster's Dictionary ?] 

We have but space to suggest the propriety of a meeting at 

the proper time, of the Supervisor, Town Clerk and Inspectors, 

or so many as need be, to assist the directors in making their 

reports; for riot over three of the seven make their own reports, 

and then gross mistakes occur, which are complained of so much 

and so justly, at your office. In some, no balance of finances is 

even aimed at; and every error that can be made, may be found 

among them. We much desire this, or correctness will never 

be attained. 

HIRAM R. SCHTJTT. 

We do not think the above plan would remedy the evil of 
erroneous Reports. If tUose who handle the money cannot 
tell what they have done with it, how shall others ? However 
\nuch incompetency there may be on the part of school officers, 
the evil is, after all, attributable more, to negligence. In the 
small districts, where the greatest incompetency is to be found, 
the transactions are on a small pcale, and any man who can 
write and cipher as far as simple division, could keep his ac- 
counts, if not systematically, yet correctly, and* so that with 
the help of the teacher, or under the guidance of the blanks 
for his Reports, he could make a correct Report The trouble 
is, they do not keep any account 

If the Assessor would but have a little book or piece of 
papor, (anything on which he can write,) and whenever he re- 
ceives money, write it down, as follows : 
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January 1st, 1866. Received from two-mill tax, $ 27 21 

March 7th, 1866. Collected from winter rate bill, 18 00 

March 12th, 1866. Paid A. B., teacher of winter school, 100 00 

May 30th, 1866. Received from Primary School fund, 21 60 

Oct. 6th, 1866. Paid for repairs of schoolhouse, 6 42 

Ner. 20tb, 1866. Paid for library books,..:. 5 00" 

To be sure, this is " all mixed up," and unsatisfactory ; and 
would in no wise answer for business on a large scale ; but in 
the small districts the transactions are not so numerous or 
large but what it can be "picked out " correctly at any time. 

The Assessor is the legal Treasurer of the district; and no 
money should be ever paid out without pasting through his hands. 
Just as fast as money comes into the hands of the town Treas- 
urer, it should be drawn into the hands of the Assessor, and 
the board should never give a warrant on the town Treasurer 
to anybody but the Assessor. We beg of district officers, for the 
sake of all the interests concerned, to heed this injunction. 
Then there will be no excuse whatever, for an Assessor notbe- 
i3g able at all times to show just how the funds of the district 
stand. If he cannot do it, he should* for very shame resign, 
and allow some one to take his place who will As things are, 
not one man in ten — perhaps not one in fifty — in the State, 
knows how much money his district receives or expends; or 
how much is lost* by the slip-shod way in which business is 
done. School officers who have Adams and Blackmer's 
School Register, at least, can have no excuse for financial 
errors* Many of them have been blamed for purchasing those 
books. Let them show the benefit they may be to the dis- 
tricts, and thus justify their purchase. 

Things are scarcely better in the large city districts than in 
the country. In a report before us, from a city district of 
1,112 children, the Director says the district expended $10,827 50; 
while all its means for this expenditure was only $9,102 31. 
Another very singular feature of this report is: that though the 
business of the district amounted to over ten thousand dollars,, 
there was at the dose of the year exactly the same amount^" on 
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hand " that there was at the close of the year previous, to witt 
$25 06. 

From another city district which glories in a Special Charter, 
with a large "Board of Education/' the Report came to us 
with almost no report of the finances. We returned it to that 
august body, and had an interview with some of the officers. 
They had never had a settlement with their Treasurer. An 
able oommittee was appointed to untie the financial knot; 
but he was not able to do thai After giving as what figures 
he could, (he could not, with the Treasurer's aid, make up an 
aocount that would balance,) he left it to us, saying, "guess it 
out the best way you can to make it balance." 

If these things are done in a green tree, what should we ex- 
pect in the dry ? The fact is ; the only remedy lies with the 
people. They can bring a power to bear which will secure 
officers who will be able to tell them what they do with the 
money placed in their hands. But while the people take no 
interest in the matter, neither praising or paying their officers 
when they do well, nor •censuring or ejecting them from office 
when they neglect their duties, they must hardly expect them 
always to faithfully fulfill their duties. 

MILTON. 

The general condition and improvement of our schools 
are not all that could be desired, but I think they compare 
favorably with those of the adjoining townships. As to the 
education of our teachers, they have borne a good examination, 
but on trial they have been found wanting in general good 
government; especially the female teaehers. Indeed, in one 
case we found it absolutely necessary to dismiss a female teacher . 
for want of that most desirable tact of good government 
And perhaps, if we had done justice to ourselves and the 
schools, dhe or two more would have followed. But the com- 
p 1 aints coming, in general, near the close of the term, it was 
thought best to allow them t0 finish their schools. Most of 
our schools being small, the habit of hiring female teachers 
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has become almost universal, on account of the cheapness of 
wages; and I think, if the practice is persisted in, our schools 
will never attain that degree of order that would be commend- 
able. In the comparative success of male and female teachers, 
the former certainly have the preference. The adequacy of 
the compensation is very meagre; [average, males, $37^7; 
females, $15 45;] so much so, in fact, that it is a hard matter 
to procure competent and experienced teachers. Most ef them 
teach a few terms and then relinquish the business for some 
more profitable employment If the wages could be brought 
up to such a standard that we could retain men of talent and 
ability in our schools, then, and not till then, will the schools 
in our rural districts be brought to anything like perfection. 

The school-houses are generally in a poor oondition; al- 
though we have two that are in good repair and well located. 
The grounds are generally well selected, though not large. 
We are sadly in want of apparatus. The conduct of the 
children is as good as could be expected from those who are 
allowed so much lenity, both at home and at school. There is 
a want of interest, in most cases, in the people. The libraries 
are in a dilapidated condition. The fine money has been used 
for the benefit of the libraries, though much of it remains in 
the hands of the treasurer. 

J. 0. JENNING. 

PKHTV. 

The oondition of the schools is good, with a few exceptions. 
The school-house in No. 5, needs some repairs. The teacher 
in district No. 3, winter term, had rather poor success in keep- 
ing order. A male teacher is quite necessary. In the other 
districts the.teachers were well qualified and kept good order; 
No. 7, in particular. 

The people in general do not visit the schools as they should. 
The library books are not much read in the districts, with the 
exception of district No. 4. 

CHARLES E. GABBIER. 
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POKAGON. 

The sohoolfl as a general thing, are in a prosperous condition, 
and are making gradual improvement. The qualifications of 
teachers have been good. Their success has been all we could 
expect, and there have been no failures. So far as we can 
judge, the female teachers have met with as good success as the 
male. Most of the schools have been taught by females during 
the year, and all have given good satisfaction. We do Hot 
think the teachers have received an adequate compensation for 
the labors they have performed. [Average per month, males, 
$88 08; females, $18 86.] 

Some, of the schoolhouses are not in as good condition as 
they should be, and none of the grounds have that care and 
attention they should have, and there is scarcely any appa- 
ratus. The conduct of the scholars in school is very good, but 
the people do not take the interest in supporting the teachers 
in tte discharge of their duties which they should. 

POSTER. 

In our Report we have merely made an abstract from the 
Directors 9 reports. They are so incomplete that, to present a 
fair report from them is impossible. This informality arises in 
part from incompetency, but more, w& believe, from district 
officers thinking it is not of much importance. Nor until a 
full and complete report is made necessary by law, to entitle 
them to the primary school money, will they take the neces- 
sary trouble to make full and complete reports. I would sug- 
gest such an amendment of the law to your consideration. 

The condition of the schools is not to be inferred from the 
reports. The schools are much better than the reports would 
indicate.* y?e have some truly good schools, and some good 
schoolhouses; but a majority of the houses are miserable 
indeed. The compensation of teachers in most districts is 
adequate, [$29 28 to males, and $14 55 to females,] and the. 
conduct of the scholars is on the whole pretty good. The 
district library system in our town is a failure. The money 
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from fines is used for purchasing books, but the amount is 
small, and the districts usually supply their libraries from 
peddlers. The great drawback is a want of interest, not so 
much in the cause of education itself, as in the means of its 
acquisition. It is a proverbial fault that scholars are irregular 
in their attendance, and parents and guardians are culpably 
remiss in visiting the schools. There's a great diversify of 
text books used in the schools; more indeed, than the reports 
show; and this diversity exists sometimes, in the same schopl. * 

GEORGE W. MINER. 

The idea of making the payment of the public money depend 
upon accurate reports, would be a good one, if the loss 4 was to 
fatfupoji the parties to blame. Certain things must be reported 
now, to secure the public money; but to carry it top far, would 
be a burden to the people; and if the delinquent officers were 
required to make the loss good, it might be found difficult to 
find men to take the offices at -all. On the whole; we think a 
proper interest on the part of the people— the masses — in the 
subject, would be a better remedy. 

f VOUNIA. 

* * * The people take a good deal of interest in 
education. They know how to appreciate a good school. 

We have a good township library, and the books are much 
read. The fine mojiey is used in purchasing books. We have 
one minister and two lawyers living in town, and they are warm 
friends to education. 

JOHN HUPP. 

WAYNE. 

Female teachers have succeeded equally *s well as males, 
but their compensation has been much less. This, to our 
minds, seems wrong. 

School-houses and grounds, with some worthy exceptions, 
*re sadly neglected. There is also a great lack of apparatus. 
Our people fail to realize as thejr ought, the benefit of modern 
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facilities for explanations, &c. As far as oar observation has 
extended, the oonduct of scholars has been good. The in- 
terest of the people in the schools is not folly up to the right 
standard. 

Some books have been added to the library. Funds from 
fines were applied to the purchase of books. Our township 
being a rural one, and our people farmers, we have not minis- 
ters and lawyers among us whose influence and support in 
educational matters make them public benefactors, but we are 
happy to report that the strong men of our town second and 
assist all the efforts made to improve the condition of our 
schools. 
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BATTLE CBEBX. 

The schools in this township have not been visited the past 
year, for the reason that each member of the school board had 
business of his own to attend to; and could not neglect his 
own business to do business for the township at one dollar per 
day, when no man could be hired for less than one and a half 
dollars pet. day to do common labor, and be found at that 

ECKFORD. 

The general condition of our schools may be said to be good. 
Some have been conducted so as to be in a high degree satis" 
factory, and others have not been. We make it a point never 
to admit a teacher into our schools, who is not, as far as we can 
judge, well qualified for the office. The most of our teachers 
have been in a good degree successful, though but few have 
awakened that deep interest in their schools that we could 
wish. 

Our male and female teachers we place upon about the same 
level as to success, but rather prefer male teachers for our win- 
ter schools when they can be obtained. Most of our teachers 
receive adequate compensation, while some few we could wish 
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were bettor paid. [Male teachers were paid from $22 to $30, 
with board, and females from $10 to $18 25.] About half of 
cor school-houses are nearly new and well arranged for school 
purposes; the rest may be called old and of old style, but kept 
in a tolerable state of repair. Only two have their grounds 
fenced in*from the public road, and but one is ornamented with 
shade- trees. The blackboard and outline maps is the only ap- 
paratus any of the districts furnish, and not more than half of 
them have the map. 

We insist on our teachers keeping good order in school, and 
out of school, while having control of the scholars; looking 
after their health, habits, and morals as well as intellectual 
cj|ttare; and this duty is in a good degree done. Some 
parents visit the schools, but this duty is generally sadly neg- 
lected. Our district libraries are in a dilapidated condition, 
and the books but little read. Small additions are sometimes 
made from the meager fdnd furnished from fines. There are 
several Sabbath schools in our township, and many of the 
children are supplied with good reading matter through them. 

Such is our report We hope to deserve a better one next 
year. Our aim will be, to have our children's minds well 
disciplined and their hearts made good. 

D. C. BORDWELL, 
JAMES WALKEB, 
Visitors and Inspectors. 

EMMETT. 

In the absence of Visiting Inspectors, I will state that the 
schools 1 of the township are, as a general thing, in a pros- 
perous condition. A large proportion of the teachers employ- 
ed the past year, were females ; and they were so employed, 
not because of their superiority as teachers, but on the score 
of economy ; the people not having yet learned the dishonesty 
of withholding an equal compensation from female teachers 
for equal services rendered. Our experience is, that about 

equal credit as instructors should be awarded to the sexes. 
23 
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Our district libraries are in rains. There has never been a 
dollar voted by the township for the support of libraries, and 
the proceeds from fines, &c, are invariably misappropriated* 
I don't think there have been any additions made since >the 
township library was divided. 

. Our Inspectors' Report is defective, mainly on account of 
the defective materials from which it is compiled. It seems 
impossible to get correct reports from the school officers. 
There is great heedlessness in the keeping of district accounts^ 
and the reports are oftener made by guess than otherwise. 
Confusion is the result; and it is by considerable ingenuity 
that the Inspectors can make a passable Report 

SILAS PHELPS, Oerk^ 

The Inspectors' Report from Emmet is considerably above 
the average in fullness and apparent correctness. We often 
see evidences in the Reports themselves, that much of the 
credit is due the Inspectors. 

FBEDONIA. 

Some of the schools appear to be in good condition and im- 
proving; though not as fast as desirable. Others make but 
little improvement. A few of the teachers have excellent 
qualifications, and have been successful; others not as good as 
we hope to have hereafter. No male teachers. Three com- 
fortable houses — the others .nearly worthless. No school ap- 
paratus — libraries of no account whatever. No funds from 
fines reported. [The Inspectors report $121 for the township, 
which was about four mills to the scholar. Such is the sup- 
port the Legislature provides for libraries!] If more teachers 
from the State Normal School were procured, we feel it would be 
productive of much more interest to the schools, and of benefit 
to the township at large. Many of the citizens dislike to pay 
large salaries; hence in m6st districts, we do not find first class 
teachers. 

W. A. POWELL. 
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Good female teachers from the' Normal School cannot be 
had for $15 06 per month — the average paid jn] Fredonia. 
They can readily oommand from twenty to fifty 4 dollars per 
month. 

LEROY. 

School Inspectors are farmers, and during] the, summer 
season find it impossible to devote as much time to the schools 
as they desire. In view of this we believe it policy that a 
County Commissioner b% appointed, whose whole time shall be 
devoted to school purposes. 

MABEHGO. 

By referring to the Directors' Reports, errors will be found, 
especially in the Receipts and Expenditures.^In the reports 
of Nos. 5, 6 and 8, the two-mill tax and primary school money 
are reported wrong. No. 8, also, does not report enough 
onildfen. I suppose we have no right to alter the reports of 
the Directors. 

Township Clerk. 

No one doubts the Inspectors' duty to make corrections^ 
the accounts of the directors' reports. Perhaps they have no 
legal right to amend the census, as sworn to ; but if they 
know it to be incorrect, they should aid the Director in its cor- 
rection ; and failing in that, they should officially report the 
facts to the Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
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bingham; 

Our sohools are in a very low condition, and must remain so 
until parents, and citizens generally, become much more inter- 
ested in them. With the present interest and support, only 
incompetent teachers can be employed, and these but partially 
sustained. 

Still, a few individuals have put their hands and hearts to 
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the work of improving our schools, and they confidently hope 

I • to bring about a change of sentiment concerning the matter. 

Especially do we expect that the graded school, No. 4, just 

• entering its new and commodious building, will do valiantly 

6 for itself, and for the other districts in the township. On the 

part of our educated and more intelligent citizens of St. Johns,. 

there is a commendable determination to make this school 

what it should be. 

DBWITT. V 

The Visiting Inspector last winter being absent, no report 
can be made of the winter schools. I visited the schools in 
districts five, six and nine, during the summer term. In No. 5 
the school was almost a failure, owing to internal dissentions 
attd the fear of a zsatebilL When I visited the school, there 
were only four small scholars present. I understand that they 
bed* no school meeting this fall ; consequently have no direct 
tor — the old one having resigned. Their report was made by 
their former director, and is therefore unofficial, and was not 
subscribed to by any one. [We should not reject* a report 
merqly because not made by a proper officer, if it is endorsed 
by the Inspectors, and the census properly taken and 
sworn to.] 

No. 6, — the graded school in Dewitt village — tolerably good 
schools, but a smaller attendance than usual in the higher de- 
partments. 

The summer school in No. 9 was scarcely medium. The 
teacher and scholars seemed to lack spirit The inhabitants 
generally do not manifest much interest in the schools, and 
rarely visit them. 

Some of the directors' reports were very defective. The 
one from district No. 1 was especially so. As we have no time 
- to send them back for correction, we send them as they are. 

Ok W. TOPPING. 

The director should always have his report made before the 
annual meeting. His report is required to embrace nothing 
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that is done at the annual meeting, with the sole exception of the 
name of the new director. The business of the annual meet- 
ing belongs entirely to the new year. We wish every director 
would bear this in mind. His report should be made and 
presented to the annual meeting, for its information and action. 
If it is not correct he can then get aid in correcting ii By 
delaying to make it for weeks, he increases his liability to 
errors, and runs the risk of losing the district's share of the 
public money. 

ESSEX. 

The respective schools in this township are materially im- 
proved during the past five years. The standard of qualifica- 
tion of teachers is much higher than five years ago. We have 
in many instances refused certificates. We cannot with safety 
draw a comparison between the success of male afed female 
teachers, for the reason that since 1861 our schools have been 
taught by females, except in a few isolated cases. The com- 
pensation paid, we think has been reasonably fall, but would 
like to see higher wages paid, and the standard raised. We 
are pained to report that the school-houses in our town are of 
the lowest possible grade, and entirely, insufficient; that both 
teachers and scholars are necessarily subject to annoyances 
almost innumerable. In two districts they have no school- 
house; and as to grounds, there is not a school-house in the 
whole town inolosed by any kind of fence; and in several in- 
stances, in hot days, the teachers have informed us, they have 
been compelled to close the outer door to keep the neighbors' 
hogs from devouring the children's dinner and clothing. The 
apparatus generally consists of a poor blackboard, no maps 
or charts. The conduct of pupils is generally good. 

The interest of the people is quite moderate at all times 
except on the occasion of district meetings; at whiofc time 
every man throws the interest of both soul and body iaio 
school matters. 

The library, we are pained V> report, is of no oonqeqn 
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whatever.. From about five hundred volumes of township 
library, we do not know of but few districts that have any 
left The children have no facility of obtaining books from 
other sources, except by purchase. They are however, quite 
interested in reading. We have no fine money in this town* 
ship. The lawyers, doctors and ministers, we think, are not 
highly educated, but are generally interested in the schools, 
and we think they would be happy tg aid in any improvement 
in educational matters. 

R W. BOYNTON. 

The town of Essex has eight districts. The five hundred 
volumes gave them an average of over sixty-two volume*. 
Since the district system was adopted, $2% a year, if the town 
had voted it, and the fine moneys, if legally appropriated, . 
might have increased them to one hundred volumes, less the 
number that might have been worn out by use. This is 
"what migkt have been." As it is, only three districts report 
an aggregate of ninety-nine volumes. Yet the "children 
are interested in reading," and "have no facilities for obtain- 
ing books, except by purchase!" Fathers, who love your 
children, will you suffer suoh a state of affairs to exist? 

LEBANON. 

Our schools are in good condition, and improving. The 
teachers have uniformly been successful, though their qualifica- 
tions have not been what they should be. The Board of In- 
spectors are striving to make the qualifications of teachers 
better. ' Female teachers have been employed in all the 
schools, and with good success in teaching. Compensation ia 
very fair, with one or two exceptions. [Average, $15 22.] 
We have one good new school-house— all others deficient 
Oonduot as good as scholars will average. JThe interest of the 
people in schools, we are glad to say, is improving. Condition 
of libraries, very poor. The facilities for procuring Jbooks, 
few or none; not much interest in reading, the character of 
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which is mostly newspapers and novels. No funds have been 
received from fines. 

Visitino Inspector 

"Newspapers and novels P ( Parents! shall your children 
grow up under the influence of the worst class of books; or 
will you provide them with reading that will do them some 
good? 

OVID. 

The condition of th# schools in this township is such as will 
compare favorably with those of the adjoining townships, but 
susceptible of decided improvement There are many things 
wanting to make them what they should' be; among which I 
m^y mention more experienced and better qualified teachers; 
greater zeal for their advancement by all classes, and espe- 
cially educated men; a more thorough supervision by those 
having charge of them; extended additions to schdol appa- 
ratus and books of reference; greater uniformity of text books 
and in some districts, better and more convenient school-houses 
and larger play-grounds. Having been a resident of the 
State but little more than a year, I am not qualified to judge- 
of the degree of improvement of the schools, or of the com- 
parative success of male or .female teachers. *A few of the 
teachers employed the past summer were really fitted for their 
vocation by nature, experience and education; while the larger 
portion were wanting, either in ability to impart instruction, 
in thoroughness of education, in discipline and the general 
management of their schools, or all of these. We cannot ex- 
pect our schools to reach that state of perfection which they 
might attain, unless a more liberal spirit prevails among school 
boards, and a higher grade of qualification is exacted by 
boards of Inspectors. So long as the compensation allowed 
teachers is but a trifle more than that paid to farm' laborers, 
and they feel constrained to present themselves before exam- 
ining boards with a grade of .qualifications, with a spirit pre- 
vailing among the Inspectors to overlook minor defects — bax^Vj 
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sufficient to answer the requirements of the law, we most 
expect our schools to languish. 

In districts Nos. 1, 3, 4, 5 and 9, the school-houses are good 
buildings, but their internal arrangements are bad. No one 
but a thoroughly practical teacher should ever have the de- 
signing of a school-house. In the remaining districts the 
houses are log, and entirely unfitted for school purposes. Of 
apparatus and books of reference, we are 'almost entirely des- 
titute. There are only four libraries in town. No money 
received from fines since 1862. Not much reading, and not 
much reading matter within reach, except newspapers and 
periodicals. 

The law needs amending so as to give School Inspectors the 
power to prescribe text books; also so as to give a portion of 
{he school moneys to school libraries. 

F. W. HIGGINS. 

One district in Ovid, with ninety-nine children, reports a 
school-house valued at ten dollars ! O, good people, where is thy 
blush? And yet with such a house, the district had eight 
months school, and paid $200 to teachers. Another district 
with a fifty foliar house, had seven and a half months school, 
at a cost of bjit $79 97 for teachers. Another, with a house of 
the same value, Mad five and a half months school, fend paid a 
female teacher $8 56 per month. A male teacher for two and 
a half months, had $22 92 per month; eighty-eight cents per 
day ! But the reports from Ovid are made out in a manner 
considerably above the average. 

WATERTOWN. 

The general condition of the sclibols is very good, and they 
have made decided improvement within the past year. Teach- 
ers have met with very good success. Female teachers com- 
pare very favorably with males. Compensation is inadequate 
- to command first class teachers. The condition of school- 
chouses is very good, except in No. 3; which is very poor. The 
grounds are not of sufficient size to render them attractive. 
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There is no apparatus in either of the districts. Conduct of 
the scholars generally good. The people show quite an 
interest in the schools. Condition of the libraries, poor, and 
but few books. No facilities for obtaining books from other 
sources. Interest in reading, good. The character of the 
works most read, light reading. No funds received from fines. 
Not much interest shown by any particular class. 

Suggestions: We think, to make our schools what they 
really should be, requires more attention than those who an 
obliged to toil, and necessarily have their minds engaged in 
some other employment, can possibly give. Therefore we 
would suggest that every effort be made to change the law in 
this respect, and let a thoroughly competent man be elected 
and have the whole charge' of the several schools in the ^town- 
ship; and let him be well paid for his services, so that he may 
make it his whole business. 

WM. APPLETON. 
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BELLE vyjfi. 

The schools in this town have been very well managed during 
the past year. Our teachers' common failing is the want of 
good government, and a more thorough knowledge of the 
first principles of an early education. In writing there is a 
general want, especially of a knowledge of the elements as 
well as the principle. And we believe this very important 
branch of learning should receive more attention by Professors 
conducting our Teachers' Institutes. - 

As a general thing, our schools are in a prosperous condition. 

JOHN EVANS. 

\ 

BENTOir. 

Owing to the pressure of business the schools have not been 
as thoroughly visited the past year as they should have been; 
but as far as we can ascertain, they are rather improving. We 
26 



* 204 BEPOBTS OF VISITIMG IN8PE0TOBS. 

ignorant of the new and improved methods of' teaching; such 
as the Pestallozzian mode of instruction, and the like. 

As to the condition of school-houses, we regret to say that 
the most of them are simply tolerable; though they compare 
favorably with those of other towns. No attention is given to 
beautifying the grounds, and very few districts have invested 
anything in apparatus, beyond a blackboard, and perhaps a 
few blank books. 

The moral status ot the pupils is good, considering the ap- 
x pliances in use for that sort of culture. The exciting news of 
the day has so absorbed the attention of all readers, that our 
town library has rather fallen into disuse; but we hope, by 
making a valuable addition to it, it will again become a source 
of interest and profit 

0. H. SPOOR 

WALTON. 

The general condition of the schools is far from satisfactory. 
There is evidently a great lack somewhere— a want that is be- 
ginning to be felt by those who give but little attention to the 
subject Just what this want is, seems to be very vague, but 
the conviction is very general, that the common school is not 
bringing forth the fruit its supporters have a right to expect 
What the improvement in the schools has been, I cannot say, 
except during the limited time I have acted as Inspector. 
During the past summer the schools have improved as well as 
could be expected, considering the qualifications of the teach- 
ers. In saying this, I do not underrate the qualifications of 
the teachers employed in the township. I think they are fully 
up to the average of the common school teachers in the State. 

The success of the teachers is far greater than their general 
qualifications would seem to warrant The reason is probably 
ix> be found in the Tankeeish adaptability of even Wolverines. 
Pemale teachers have been wholly employed the past summer. 
With the same training, I think females succeed quite as well 
m males. The school-houses are generally framed, bat no 
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attempt has been made to adorn the school grounds. As to 
school apparatus, the thought of haying it, has not disturbed 
the even tenor of any one's way. The conduct of scholars, in 
and out of school, is generally good, with now and then an 
eadiibition of depravity sufficient to show the teacher that he- 
is dealmg with human nature, and not with "spirits of just 
men made perfect" 

The interest of the people in the schools is not quite equal 
to their interest in sheep and cattle, if we judge by the fre- 
quency — or rather the infrequency— of their visits; but on the 
whole, it is improving. The universal testimony is that the- 
district library system is a failure. [Equally true is this of 
the township system — and both for lack of funds.] The op- 
portunity for procuring books from other sources is limited* 
No funds from fines have been used by this township to my 
knowledgeduring the past year. Ministers and lawyers are 
generally more than usually interested in education. 

WINDSOR. 

Most of the schools in this township are in a passable con- 
dition; but much improvement might be made by raising the 
standard of qualification; and in such an event, the wages to 
teachers would need to be raised accordingly. We find that 
many of our teachers fail, more or less; and we are inclined 
to think it is from a want of experience and general knowledge. 
As*a general thing, male teachers give the best satisfaction. 
Wages paid to teachers in this township are rather below what 
they ought to be. [We think so. The reports show, paid per 
month to part of the female teachers, respectively as follows: 
$10, $9, $11, $8, $6 33. Some of these wages are less than 
second class help conld earn in the kitchen.] 

Our school-houses will average with those throughout the 
county— and also our apparatus. The libraries are sadly neg- 
lected. The people need a revival in the school interest. 
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GENESEE COUNTY. 

DAVISON. 

We have visited all the schools in the township, and found 
them as prosperous as, from the age of the township, could 
be expected. The teachers meet with very good success, and, 
with one or two exceptions, seem well adapted to teaching. 
On the part of the people, there is a very oommendable inter- 
est, so far as merely sustaining the school is concerned; bat 
we find that there is too much indifference manifested by the 
parents in regard to visiting the schools themselves; also, many 
object to the Inspectors visiting them, even at the small pit- 
tance of one dollar per day. They either underrate our 
ability or stand in their own light as regards the interests of 
of the schools. 

Ira t. potteb, 

S. A. CARRIER 

They stand in their own children's light any way. The 
visit of an Inspector to a sohool will benefit the schocfl, how- 
ever great his inability. Admitting that his incompetency is 
such that his visit is mere form; every one does not know the 
fact, and the teacher and scholars will be put on their good 
behavior, and stimulated anew by the mere influence of his 
office. 

FHNTOH. 

Our schools are in a prosperous condition and an increasing 
interest is being manifested on the part of parents, in the 
schools, and in having good teachers. Still the schools are 
backward, both in their general proficiency and in apparatus 
and libraries; in both of which there is substantially a total 
deficiency. There are a few outline astronomical maps, pur- 
chased of an itinerant peddler — a subject that is not taught in 
any of the schools. There are in one or two districts a small 
remnant of the old township library. The salaries are quite 
inadequate; most of the districts confining the amount paid 
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to as little above the income from the various school funds as 
they can, and still have a summer and winter term. Still the 
people show a desire to have improved schools. 

As to the best modes of getting school libraries, apparatus, 
and longer school terms, I know of no effectual means of acoom- * 
{dishing it, but by a change of the school laws, making pro- v 
vision for the appropriation of a part of the two-mill tax for 
library and apparatus peremptory; and providing for making 
all the scftools/ree. 

There have been two new districts formed the past year. In 
one — No. 6 — a new frame house was built in the spring, and 
a school kept during the summer. No interest, of any extent, 
in the common schools, is manifested by the few educated men 
in the township. The teachers, winter and summer, were all 
females, with two exceptions; and my judgment is, from what 
observation I have made, that female teachers in the common 
schools, are quite as successful as males. 

T. G. SMITH, 

GAINES. 

The schools are in a flourishing condition, although there 
seems to be p. want of life and interest on the part of most of 
the teachers; in fact, we want more active and energetic 
te a chers. 

Our school-houses are generally good. The patrons of our 
schools manifest but little or no interest; which is a great 
hindrance to the cause 'of education. There is much depend- 
ing upon the teacher. We must have teachers who will arouse 
a feeling for the cause of education. It is a lamentable fact 
that ministers take so little interest in this great cause. 

St. CLAIR HAMLIN. 

MONTBOSE. 

The .School Inspectors have been informed by the several 
directors that the schools are in a prosperous condition; and 
all the districts have good school-houses, except Nos. 1 and 6, 
which have raised money by tax to build the coming year; as 
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said district, No. 1, has been divided— making one and five. 
Tfcere have been no complaints made against any teacher 
during the year. There seems to be a good feeling among the 
m inhabitants in regard to educating the children. We have 
Sabbath schools in most of the districts, and there is a good 
deal of interest taken in reading moral books. We have but 
one minister in town who takes much interest in the schools. 

BIGHF3BLB. 

The greatest difficulty I see in our town is, too many little 
girls for summer teachers. They are wanting in judgment to 
govern and impart instruction; and many of the parents take 
but little interest in our schools. We want older and better 
qualified teachers. 

S. J. BEECHEB. 

The people are doing well if they get bright " little girls " 
for teachers, for the wages they pay. One district with forty 
children, had seven months sohool upon $39 94 wages— five 
dollars and seventy and four cents per month ! The average 
to seventeen teachers for fifty-one and six-tenths months, was 
$10 58 per month. If the teaching was no better than the 
P&y> (we trust it was,) it must have been like the soup that the 
rebels gave their prisoners. 
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AMBOY. 

In making my report I would state that the schools were all 
visited once during the past winter. Some of the schools 
were disorderly, in consequence of the inability of the teach- 
ers to govern them. I think the greatest thing with teachers 
is a thorough love for their work. , Female teachers seem to 
be less efficient than males in the government of schools, but 
folly equal in their aptness to teach. Five of the school-houses 
in town are comfortable; the others are very poor. Little at- 
tention is paid to the school grounds or apparatus. Some of 
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the schools were taught by well qualified and competent 
teachers, and were making good progress. Too little attention 
is manifested by the people to the prosperity of the school* 
H a man thoroughly qualified could be sent to deliver a 
stirring lecture in each district, I think much good would 
result We are in favor of County Superintendents. 

L. M. BOSE. 

FAYETTE. 

The school-houses out of the village ( Jonesville) are pretty 
good, though not kfept in as good repair as they should be. 
There seems to be a very great want of interest in the schools; 
parents seldom going in to encourage teacher and scholars, 
and to see what progress their children are making. No ap- 
paratus is provided; but it seems left to the teacher's brain 
and ingenuity to furnish all— as though bare walls, hard 
benches, a stove, blackboard, and a presiding mind were all 
that is necessary to educate the freemen of our country. . 

The Inspector does not affix his name to this report; and 
therefore we omit his severe strictures upon the school-house 
and school in Jonesville. The house ought perhaps to be 
kindly spoken of, from the fact that, when it was built, it was 
one of the first in the State, and the pride of the village. 
There are many houses even now, that would be put to shame 
by ii Still, a place with the real enterprise of Jonesville must 
look to its laurels in educational matters. 

SOMERSET. 

The schools are in a fair condition, but we think no improve- 
ment can be reported. Teachers are in many cases, poorly 
qualified, except in the most essential branches, and their 
success but partial. We think female teachers quite as sue* 
eessful as males. Compensation of male teachers is good, but 
that of females is much too small; they receiving but one-third 
or perhaps one-half the * wages a male would receive for the 
same service. School-houses, &c, are in poor condition. 
27 
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Conduct of chfldrafr tolerably good, but the order in 
school, as a general thing, is not near as good as it should be. 
Bat little interest is exhibited by the people beyond procuring 
teachers, famishing wood, etc. The libraries are entirely run 
down, and not used; and there are no other facilities for pro- 
curing books, unless it is Sabbath school books, irf some dis- 
tricts. No moneys are received from fines. Educated men 
show little interest in the schools/ 
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FRAHKLIN. 

We have the pleasure of reporting favorably upon the gen- 
eral conditio^ of the schools in our township; not so much on 
account of. any high standard of excellency attained, as upon 
the improvement upon the past, which is evident to a casual 
observer. 

One qualification which teachers frequently lack, is a devot- 
ednessto teaching. They are apt tojook upon their present 
occupation as temporary; perhaps having other objects in so 
near view as to make teaching irksome. To remedy this, we 
think more inducements should be offered to teachers; not 
necessarily an increase o! wages, but make their occupation 
more permanent, by longer contracts, and more pleasant, by 
providing good school-houses and apparatus; and last, but npt 
least, by exhibiting a social as well as an official appreciation 
of teachers' merits. Our schools are so strictly primary that 
a preference is generally given to female teachers, both from 
the natural ability of woman to interest and instruct small 
children, and on account of economy. Our school-housed are 
now in good condition, — school apparatus rather deficient 

Our play-grounds afford great inducements to the innocent 
amusement of hide and go seek, as the stumps of trees are yet 
numerous. There is some increase of interest manifested by 
.our influential men in educational affairs, though much neglect 
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and apathy is caused by a want of knowledge of the School 
Laws, and the educational machinery of this State; a large 
majority of our* citizens having migrated from other States. , 
We think a more liberal distribution of the Reports of the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction would help to remedy 
this matter sAme, and a visit from the Superintendent would 
be highly beneficial, and which is cordially invited. 

♦ P. J. MAETlN. 

There are three districts and 769 children (662 in school) 
reported in Franklin, averaging nine months school. Only 
female teachers were employed, at wages averaging $47 per 
month. The upper lake districts generally pay considerably 
.higher wages than are paid in districts of equal size in other 
parts of the State. The Superintendent hopes to be able to 
visit those schools the coming summer. 
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LANSING. 

Statements received from the Principals of the several 
schools of our city, enable me to report on the points suggest- 
ed by instructions furnished me, only in part. 

The City of Lansing supports, for the education of its chil- 
dren and youth, three schools. 

Of these, one is situated in Lower Town, (first ward,} and 
is under the supervision of Mr. M. V. Bork, as 'Principal, 
assisted by three teachers. 

Another, located in the second ward, is under the superin- 
tendence of Mr. Jesse Mclntire, as Principal, assisted by four 
teachers. 

The third, and only remaining one, taught by Miss Lucie 
Carpenter, and located in the third ward, is composed of small 
scholars in the elementary branches of common school educa- 
tion. 

Something over six hundred scholars constitute the probable 
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general average of attendance in all these schools. During the 
winter portion of the school year, it is probably considerably 
in excess of this number. « 

The ordinary branches taught in our free schools, occupy by 
far the larger portion of these scholars. Nevertheless, in the 
first and seoond ward schools, there are classes, some of them 
quite numerous, in a higher grade of studies,— such as book- 
keeping, natural philosophy, lfctany, rhetoric, algebra and the 
Latin language. . * 

The teachers in these schools are all females, except the 
. Principals of the first and seoond ward Schools. The com- 
parative success of these teachers does not widely differ, and 
probably, as a whole, would compare favorably with those of 
like grade in other schools in the State, reported good. We 
regard their professional merit as considerably in advance of 
the remuneration they receive for their labors, and we trust 
the time is not far in the future, when this, in connection with 
other wrongs in our educational system, shall be amply 
remedied. 

The deportment of the pupils in our schools, as a general 
fact, we apprehend could be regarded as commendable. If to 
this there arfe occasional exceptions, they are too few to invali- 
date in the main the statement here made. 

The progress and success of our schools in some instances, 
has been impaired during the past year by a too frequent 
change of teachers, especially in the higher departments. 
From this cause our Second Ward School has more especially 
suffered. 

We apprehend it might be found on careful comparison, 
that as yet we have not that perfected system of free education 
for the youth of our City, to which some of the more populous 
and wealthy cities of our State have already attained. To 
secure this, increased and improved educational facilities are 
requisite. A high school department is for Lansing just now, 
the great educational desideratum, demanded alike for the 
perfection, of our system as an educational power, and for the 
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reHef of the present crowded condition of our schools. For 
securing this, initiatory measures are being adopted, and the 
work trill be taken in hand by our Educational Board, as soon 
as circumstances will warrant 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

0. TRACT, 
Pres. of the Board cf Education for the City of Laming. 

The City has a lot of four qgres, centrally and beautifully 
situated, on which $1,000 is to be expended the coming sum- 
mer, in fencing, grading, and preparing for the erection of a 
building at an early day, worthy of the capital of the State. 

LESLIE. 

. General condition, good; qualifications, medium; failure, 
one. Male teachers meet with better success than females. 
Compensation we think good; school-houses, &c, yery good; 
conduct generally good. In providing means and teachers, 
the people are praiseworthy, but after school commences, they 
are negligent Town library poor. We want some law giving 
the library a certain specified amount; for if we leave it 
optional with the electors, we get nothing for the library. ' We 
would prefer district libraries. Facilities for reading are very 
good. Fine funds come in so small amounts it would cost too 
much to expend them annually. Our ministers and men of 
means and influence all favor the educational interests of the 
town. 

We would recommend a uniformity of text books through- 
out the State; also the erection of the office. of County 
Superintendent of common schools. 



IONIA COUNTY. 

DAHBT. 

The condition of our schools is prosperous. The qualifica- 
tion and success of teachers medium. If the same care was 
taken in the selection of male teachers that is taken 



214 BBJpBTS 07 VISITING IXfinOTOBS. 

in the selection of female teachers, and sufficient compen- 
sation paid to males, their success would pay the additional 
expense; especially for winter school Our school-houqfs are 
poor and unfit for their purpose. Conduct of scholars vety 
good. Interest of the people in schools rather slack. Condi- 
tion of library good, but not ample — small in proportion to 
the inhabitants. The Sunday schools afford a little reading 
matter to the children. Ghara<£r of matter most read, battle, 
murder and sudden death. Ax^money from fines, if any, buys 
books for libraries. The interest shown in education by min- 
isters, lawyers, and other educated men is very little. Frac- 
tional, school districts are a source of continual annoyance. 
A system of County School Inspectors instead of township, 
might do the business more thorough, purtail the expense, and 
more suitable persons might be selected; being less in num- 
ber and having more business, they would be more expert and 
accustomed to their duty. 

LYONS. 

The general, condition of a majority of our schools is good; 
but there are two that seem to suffer from incompetency of 
teachers and lack of interest on the part of parents. Male 
teachers usually give better satisfaction for a winter term. . 
Females are mostly employed in summer, and are much better 
paid than formerly. The condition of half the school-houses 
is good — the remainder poor. The conduct of the scholars is 
usually good, both in and out of school; their conduct de- 
pending much upon the efficiency of the teachers, and also the 
manner in which their parents support the school The people 
seem to lack interest in the schools; that is, if failing to visit 
them is any criterion to judge by; and yet they generally en- 
deavor to employ competent teachers. The condition of the 
township library is very bad; the town having failed to make 
any appropriation. No money has been received from the 
County Treasurer, from fines, consequently there has been no 
addition to our library for years. : 

SIMON TOWN. 



JAOBSOX OOTNTY* 21,5 

t 

RONALD. 

Ifce general condition of the schools will compare favorably 
with that of other parf» of the county; yet, doubtless it is 
somewhat below that of the older portions of the State. The 
qualification of teachers, as a general thing, is not what we 
could wish, but perhaps is as- good as the average. But one 
male teacher has been employed during the year, therefore 
but little can be said of the comparative success of the two 
sexes. The compensation is probably equal to the services 
rendered, but not sufficient to engage first class teachers. 
[Average to females, $12 42.] 

School-houses Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 7, are fine structures, well 
worthy the name; 4, 6 and 9, are passable buildings; 5 and 8 
are worthless structures. [The average value of the five last 
named, including sites, $71.] School apparatus is among the 
things unknown. The conduct of the scholars, both in and oat 
of school, is generally respectful and courteous. The district 
libraries are of little value, being parts of a small township 
library. No moneys have been received from fines. Too 
little interest is taken in educational matters by educated and 

business men of all classes. 

* * * 

Not a dollar of library money from any source, and not a 
volume added to any library, are reported in Ionia county. 



JAOKSON COUNTY. 

OONOOBD. 

In explanation of the small number of visits reported, we 
would state, that no visitor was appointed the past year, for 
the reason that our time was of too much importance to us to 
be spent in giving advice gratis, without the power of enforcing 
it; and in lieu of personal visits we have adopted the plan of 
requiring written reports monthly from the teachers, of the 
condition and progress of the schools. We have raised the 
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standard of qualification the past year, with good effect. The 
female teachers are equal in every way to the males, though 
paid hardly one-half the wages which the latter receive. 
There is a general unwillingness to pay adequate wages in 
most of the districts. The school-house in No. 1 is of brick — 
a good structure. The grounds are being fenced and im- 
proved. No. 2 is of brick — out of repair. No. 3 is a frame 
house, in good condition. No. 4, a frame house, out of repair. 
No. 5 has a new and first-class frame house. No. 6 is of wood, 
in good condition. No. 7 is of stone — much injured. No. 10 
is of wood, in tolerable cohditton. There is no school appara- 
tus, with the exception of outline maps, in the township. The 
library books have been destroyed sinoe the change from the 
township to the district system. 

But two of the directors' reports as originally sent in, were 
correctly made out Those from three and four we have not 
been able to have corrected. The census of children in No. 4 
is not taken according to law, and not verified by oath. We 
would suggest that a circular from your office, addressed to 
directors, giving a complete summary of the duties of district 
officers, and the time and manner of performing them, would 
do much towards correcting the many errors now made in 
directors' reports. The law as it now stands, is as much dis- 
regarded as it is obeyed. 

O. J. FRENCH. 

A circular covering the entire back of the blanks for the 
directors' reports, is sent to each director every year. In this, 
fall and detailed instructions are given for making out their 
reports; yet, from the manner in which the reports are made, 
we should judge that not one director in ten ever read it 
Certain it is, they receive very little, if any, profit from it 
They have the law and a classification of it The blanks that 
are furnished for their reports are, in their headings, a com- 
plete list of instructions; and an explanatory circular accom- 
panies each blank. If officers will not heed all this, we doubt 



KALAMAZOO OOUHTt. 217 

whether they would be profited if we could write their duties 
in letters of fire on the sky. 

LEONI. 

Our schools are generally in a good state of improvement 
We have had two failures; otherwise our schools have had 
good success in teachfers; much better than for some time 
past, for the reason that, as a general thing, district officers are 
willing to give a fair compensation to teachers for their labor. 
Some still hold to the old prices, and they must expect to have 
poor sohools. Our school-houses are all in good condition. 
The interest of the people in the schools is not what it 
should be. , * * * 

The average wages to three male teachers, was $24 60; and 
to nineteen females, $11 88 per month. " Pair compensation^ 
indeed ! 
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BBADT. * 

The world keeps moving; and as it jogs along, the educa- 
tional interest receives an occasional impulse from the deter- 
minate zeal and earnest labors of a few successful teachers, or 
the appearance on the stage of some original reformer. Many 
of those who present themselves as candidates for the arduous 
and responsible situation of teacher-of-the-youth are incited 
thereto merely by the hope of gain, love of authority, or a 
vague idea of an easy life. The almighty dollar, that king of 
motes, so apt to blind the mass to their best interests, does its 
work in retarding the school interests of the country more 
or less. Our school-houses are too small generally, im- 
properly constructed and situated, and universally unprovided 
with the means of successful teaching, or attraction to the 
pupiL The compensation of teachers is inadequate In general 
eases, from the fact that there is too much of a disposition on 
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the part of district officers to take the lowest priced teacher to 
save the "dollar;" often ushering into the school-room, inex- 
perienced or worthless teachers, while the faithful, competent, 
trusty teacher is excluded, or demeans himself and profession 
by accepting low competing wages. 

Our libraries are all in district form, not always reported, 
but as far as we can learn well read .generally. In Brady the 
people are more disposed to seek good teachers, and pay good 
rates than formerly; while the marked progress of the schools 
shows the wisdom of the conclusion. Our township has em- 
ployed some good female teachers the past two or three years, 
with success in winter as well as summer terms; but their 
wages are not %dequate, or in proportion to /hat of males 
generally. ' 

J. M. SHAFER. 

SCHOOLCRAFT. 

The schools in the township have been visited once in each 
term during the past year, and we cheerfully report them in a 
flourishing condition, with the exception of No. 4, where the 
male department was a partial failure in the winter term. The 
compensation for visiting schools is one dollar per day — of 
which we have not availed ourselves heretofore. There are no 
district libraries in the township except in district No. 4, in 
which there have been no funds voted for two or three years 
past. The funds on hand for the township library for 1865 
are not yet expended, but we shall buy some books soon. 

WAKBSHMA. 

All the schools that were visited, were in a flourishing con- 
dition, and a very decided improvement was witnessed from 
former years; one teacher only failed for not having ability to 
govern — being a young femfrie in her novitiate term. The 
wages paid vary from nine to twenty doHars per month. Dis- 
tricts 1, 2, and 5 have good school-houses, well furnished, 
beautiful lawns and surroundings. Nos. 6, 7 and 9 have log 
buildings poorljr furnished; and No. 3 has a dilapidated 
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house and furniture corresponding. Very little interest is 
manifested by the community, farther than employing teach- 
ers. Parents appear to be afraid of the school-room. District 
libraries are much worn, and need replenishing. This is the 
first season we have received funds from fines; which are not 
yet invested. We have 4 but one resident minister, and he 
takes a lively interest in the school in his own district Lawyers 
we have none. Educated men are like ''angel's visits." 

The directors' reports have come in at the eleventh hour, 
and all imperfect I much regret there were not a sufficient 
number of blank reports furnished to the town to enable the 
direotors to send a copy to the Superintendent. Had that 
been the case, we would expect his sympathy at least, in our 
task to make our report from the materials furnished. 

* * * 

This was not necessary to secure the " sympathy" of the 
Superintendent. It requires from two to three weeks labor in 
this office to revise the Inspectors' reports, after they have 
done all they can in correcting the direotors' errors, and sup- 
plying their omissions. Somebody's patience gets sorely tried 
in this work. But sufficient blanks were sent frdm this office 
to furnish every director with the extra copy spoken of. 



KENT COUNTY. 

BOWNB. 

The undersigned was appointed Visiting Inspector in April 
last, and would respectfully report that he visited 'the summer- 
schools, and found their general condition prosperous and 
improving. The qualifications of teachers were very good. 
Among them are some of much ability, although most of them 
are young.' They all. teach for a small compensation. The 
school-houses are very gopd for a new country like this, but* 
the grounds are entirely neglected. I find no apparatus ax- 
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oept blackboards; and with one or two exceptions they are of 
the rudest kind. 

The inhabitants generally appear to have a goodly interest 
in their schools. The pupils — mostly girls — were neat and 
tidy, and very attentive to their studies; their recitations per- 
fect They were ladylike in deportment, both in and oat of 
school This is a new town, located several miles from village 
or high school, thinly populated. An almost endless variety 
of books is an injury to the schools, and a very great incon- 
venience to teachers. Where is the remedy? And "echo 
answers, where?" 

STEPHEN JOHNSON. 

The boards of the several districts control the matter of text 
books, each for themselves. But by a' concert of action, the 
eeveral boards in a township might agree upon the books, and 
thus secure uniformity throughout the township. 

GRAND RAPIDS — TOWNSHIP. 

The condition of th,e schools is improving, and we have 
some w^pll qualified and competent teachers; and who are rea- 
sonably compensated. Yet we have some districts unwilling 
to pay reasonable prices, and get young and sometimes incom- 
petent teachers. But the disinterested masses of the people, 
and the want of suitable houses and appendages, and multi- 
plicity of text books, render the schools more deficient than 
incompetent teachers. There are four good school-houses in 
the town; the rest are worthless, and unfit to keep school in. 
The'Jibrary is an old town library, and not read much, if any, 
at present. 

The funds from fines have all been paid into the ctty 
treasury, andjby them expended. 

GRAND RAPIDS— CITY. 

Previous to May, 1865, there were no school inspectors, ex- 
<3ept the Clerk. The city, by some oversight or undersight, 
failedjto elect them in 1864. One of those elected last spring, 
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shortly after moved oat of the State; and being a teacher and 
clergyman by profession, he was the one most especially fitted 
for his office. We can only say that our school-houses have not 
sufficient capacity to accommodate the scholars, owing to the 
growth of the city; but preparations are being made to build. 
The scholars generally do credit t6 their teachers, and the 
teachers are mostly well fitted for their stations. The interest 
in the schools is confined to comparatively few, even of the 
educated classes, if <v?e may judge by their attendance at 
school meetings and visits to the schools. * * * 

The city of Grand Rapids has more children, and consider- 
ably more wealth, than any other {dace in the State, except 
Detroit, and reports but $18,800 invested in sthool-houses. 
There are twelve places (aside from Detroit,) thatf report more 
than this; the whole number averaging $37,982 each. Discred- 
itable as this is, we are assured that it is not from miserly mo- 
tives, by the remuneration of her teachers — males averaging 
$63 81, and females $39 45, per month — and by the very large 
proportion of children in school — 2,444 out of 2,757. 

GBATTAN. 

Condition "good;" improvement fair for J of J of the year in 
school, and fifteen-sixteenths of the time at play. Good wages 
secure good teachers, and small wages small teachers and 
small success. Male teachers most successful with the bireh, 
females with Cupid's darts; hence latter are more successful in 
matrimonial than in pedagogal affairs. Compensation gen- 
» erally sufficient, though males are paid four times as much for 
the same labors expected of females. But nature's law of "sup- 
ply and demand" will control thai School-houses in fair whit- 
tling order-— grounds all used to pasture the cattle and hogja 
of a generous public Apparatus: Shovel, none; tongs, ditto;* 
poker one. Conduct of scholars like that of parents and mso- 
ciates— good, bad and indifferent 

Parents would visit and look after the welfare of a pen of 
spotted pigs ten times oftener than after that of their children 
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in the school-room. Ours remains a town library, and is in 
statu quo; nobody having heard from it since 1857, except the 
town clerk, who reports an annual loss of from five to ten vol- 
umes by evaporation. Children's facilities for obtaining read- 
ing matter good, as dime novels can be had cheaply and in 
abundance at ten cents each. I am informed that over iwo* 
thousand dollars of fine money levied in our county during the 
last century has been entirely absorbed by the schools or the 
treasury of the city of Grand Rapids; as not a cent has ever 
been distributed elsewhere. No ministers in town — sorry; no 
lawyers — good; other educated men more interested in dollars 
and cents than Syntax and Philology. County superintend- 
ents for inspecting teachers would be more efficient in securing 
good qualifications, as position and acquaintanceship would 
have lees weight. 

A.W.SLAYTON. 

PARIS. 

If the schools of this town have not advanced as rapidly as 
could be desired, I can say they have made some progress. 
We have been endeavoring to elevate the scale of qualifications 
in teachers. While there have been partial failures in two or 
three instances, the teachers in the mam have succeeded well 
in maintaining order and decocum, as well as in imparting 
instruction. The teachers the past year have been females, 
except two months in one district, where the health of the 
teacher failed, and compelled her to leave the school I think 
the teachers have no reason to complain of compensation 
[$18 82, average.] School-houses have not been at all im- 
proved — which is to be regretted, as two or three are a decided 
-discredit to the districts which use them, and are able to build 
suck as are needed. There is but one district that makes any 
pretension to outline maps, or apparatus of any kind. Schol- 
ars generally conduct themselves appropriately out of school 
Although the interest of the community generally may compare 
favorably with other towns, still it is not what it should be. 
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There are no district libraries, and many districts do not draw 
books from the township library. There ate Sabbath schools 
in most of the districts, which furnish books for the children. 
The ministers, doctors, and lawyers live in the city of Grand 
Rapids, which leaves our town mostly without them. 

J.H.FOBD. 

The Inspectors report 518 volumes in the town library, and 
$19 90 expended for new books; but above we have the old 
story — "many of the districts do not draw them." This 
general omission led to the change to the district system. 
The argument is as good now a/ ever. What good does a 
large library do, if not one-eighth of the people have access to 
it? Far better have small libraries within feach of the masses. 
But when we get them within reach of tttfe readers, they should 
have means of support 

VflEGENNES. 

There is not that interest in the schools by the people that 
is desirable. A large portion of the patrons of our schools act 
as if they had no interest in them, and they know not whether 
they get value received for their money or not There are 
some very commendable exceptions. One very great difficulty 
we labor under is, our directors do not make their reports as 
thev ought Some of them, the Clerk is under the necessity of 
procuring f by sending notices to the directors a number of 
times, or even visiting them. What can be done? I cannot 
suggest 

JOHN L. COVERT. 

The law is explicit, that the director shall make his report to 
the town clerk, at the end of the school year. That is the first 
Monday in September. If not made at that time, the district 
legally forfeits its right to any share of the public money for 
the ensuing year. The evil of delay i& increasing from year to 
year. We are not sure but it would have been better for the 
schools, if the penalty had been always enforced; or that it 
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will not yet have to be put in force, if the remissness, now be- 
oome so general, continues. 



LAPEER COUNTY. 

ALMOKT. 

We cannot report the schools in a more than tolerable good 
condition. Most of the teachers have had reasonable success, 
though some have failed to give satisfaction. We consider the 
comparative success of the female teachers good. Compensa- 
tion is too low. About half of the school-houses are quite 
poor. The conduct of the scholars, in and out of school, is 
hardly worthy of much praise, though we are satisfied that 
home training is answerable for much of the wrong. Citizens 
generally are quite too indifferent about educational interests. 

The district libraries are very small, and other facilities for 
getting good books are very poor. We see too little reading 
interest, and too many read what merely pleases, instead of 
that which profits and instructs. The' public mind is now 
quite stirred up about a village union school-house; atad we 
hope it may result in elevating the standard of all the schools; 
or at least aid materially in giving better facilities for thorough 
education. * * * 

In the rich town of Almont, the average monthly wages to 
male teachers, was $34 63; to females, $13 46. In . the village 
district the latter had $19 60; and the average of the ten other 
districts was but $11 94. 

BURNSIDE. 

This is a new township, and the families generally of the 
younger class. Consequently the children are mostly small, 
and few are much advanced in learning. Female teachers are 
mostly employed, and their success is fully equal to male 
teachers; and with this class of children probably superior. 
The compensation is liberal, varying from two to five dollars 
per week. The school-houses are good for a new settlement* 
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tat no attention has as yet been paid to ornamenting the 
grounds. Apparatus there is none. The conduct of scholars, 
in and out of school, is much to be commended, and the peo- 
ple manifest a laudable interest in the education of their 
children. 

The library consists of 193 volumes; and $30 worth of juve- 
nile books are being purchased. Much interest is manifested 
for reading, and the character of the matter read is such as 
every moral or Christian person would approve. Our fines are 
devoted to the purchase of books for the township library. 
The interest manifested in education by educated ministers and 
doctors is good, but the interest of the illiterate of these pro- 
fessions is, like themselves, of a low tone. In some schools 
serious difficulties grow out of an improper mode of corporal 
punishment Some judicious instructions from the Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction might be useful. 

JOHN 0. EMORY. 

, DBYDEN. 

The schools in this township are an average in education 
and order, although a slight improvement can be seen since 
we have raised the standard of teachers, and given them or- 
ders to maintain order in and out of school. The majority of 
{he school-houses are good, but several are badly seatepl. No 
house is furnished with any apparatus except a blackboard, 
and that in some schools is not much used. The teachers who 
hold certificates are good, but not many of the first class. 
Not any of them can teach successfully without tools. No 
interest is taken in the library, and no moneys have been voted 
for books. Another great evil is, the teachers are not suffi- 
ciently paid for their services. The fine moneys are generally 
paid for teachers' wages. The interest taken by lawyers, min- 
isters and others, is of a small nature. They think more of 
making money than of spending one hour in visiting schools. 
I do not believe a lawyer or minister has visited one school in 
this town for the last four years. I believe the Superintendent 
29 
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of Public Instruction did more good in his late visit to Almont 

in waking up the minds of parents and teachers, than all the 

lavyers have done for the last ten years. 

JOHN A. TRIBE. 

T, A PITER. 

There has been no lack of applicants for inspection of 
teachers, but many failed to get certificates; as it has been the 
practice of the Board to require of teachers, qualifications that 
£t them for the position they are to occupy. The teachers 
generally gave satisfaction, and the prices paid for their 
services have been adequate and satisfactory. There have 
been employed but few male teachers the last year, and we 
think the female teachers have succeeded full as well as the 
male. There is an evident want of interest in our community 
at large, in the prosperity of the schools. The people seem to 
have settled down upon the principle, that if a teacher is fur- 
nished, and a passable house for the children to congregate in, 
they must run the institution, and not bother the rest of the 
.community. * * * 

Lapeer comprises two surveyed townships, and has sixteen 
school districts, seven of which are fractional, some of them 
situated in three and four towns. 
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ELMWOOD. 

This township is very new and everything is in a rough state. 
This is the second year of the school; both teachers females. 
School is improving. The school-house is of logs, in the 
woods — no apparatus. Scholars are young and little ad- 
vanced. There is a good feeling on the subject of education. 
The facilities for obtaining books are not good in all the 
Traverse region. The population is mixed — European and 
American. Leading men are in favor of advancing the com- 
mon school interests. It is difficult to obtain first class teach- 



LENAWEE COUNTY. 227 

era. A normal school is desired for Northern M^gan, 
Population is increasing rapidly, and this town will soon have 
other schools. 
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ADBIAN CITY. 

The schools of this city are at present in a prosperous con- 
ditio*, the attendance is large, and the thoroughness and 
efficiency of both teachers and scholars such as to give general 
satisfaction. At no period in the history of the schools, have 
so few changes taken place in the corps of teachers, as in the 
past year. Nearly all have proved themselves faithful and 
efficient, while not a few have shown that they are fully up to 
the standard of "good teachers." The general idea seems to 
be, that any one can teach a primary school, and too often 
incompetent persons seek and obtain this important position. 
Experience in schools has demonstrated, that as good teachers 
are needed for the primary, as for any other department. 
Care in selecting experienced and qualified teachers for the 
"little ones," has saved us much of the confusion and difficulty 
incident to a change of teachers. 

We have five brick school-houses, with a capacity for con- 
taining one thousand scholars. These buildings do not pro- 
vide suitable accommodations for all who desire to attend 
school. The public school should be within the reach of all, 
and no child should of necessity be excluded therefrom; nor 
should the rooms be so crowded as to make it impossible for 
the teacher to give each scholar that attention and instruction 
necessary to a correct understanding of the studies pursued. 

The buildings are pleasantly and conveniently located in 
different parts of the city, and are in an excellent state of re- 
pair. The school furniture is also in good order. Desks that 
have been in constant use for ten years, are not injured, and 
, need only a fresh coat of varnish to appear as good as new. 
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Hie pitwaua tkm of this p roper ty from damage is due in * 
great measure, to the strict enforcement of a rale requiring 
pupils to pay for all damage committed by them on the school 
buildings or furniture. The grounds about some of the school- 
houses are much more pleasant than about others. 

To some extent this is the fault of teachers. While some of 
them take a special oversight of the grounds, and with a land* 
able pride see that they are kept neatly and in order, others 
evidently regard their duties as confined wholly to the school 
room, and neither mingle with the children or keep an eye 
upon them during the time of relaxation and play. It is of no 
use to undertake to ornament grounds with neat walks, shade 
trees, shrubbery, or flowers, if teachers are not competent to 
keep children from destroying them during the intermissions 
of school We regret to say, that at several of the school* 
houses, where tbere are ample grounds for play room, without 
infringing upon spots set apart for ornamental purposes, 
children have negligently been suffered to materially damage 
plats and shrubbery that have been arranged and put out for 
the purpose of beautifying the school premises. 

The number of graduates at the close of the year was seven. 
At a meeting of the teachers, trustees and graduates, held at 
the end of the last annual examination, it was resolved, that 
thereafter a meeting, or reunion, of the Alumni of the school 
be held at the close of each school year. It is believed that 
this yearly gathering will do very much to increase the general 
interest in the schools. « 

The attendance at the annual examinations, especially at the 
concluding exercises, is usually very large. This year the 
largest church in the cty was filled with interested spectators^, 
to witness the exercises of the graduating class. If we were 
to judge alone by the numbers that come out upon these occa- 
sions, we should conclude that the interest of the people in 
our schools was very great. But we do not believe that one 
visit a year, and that too at a time when patrons and parents 
are specially invited, and when children are fitted to show oft 
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to the best advantage, shows such an interest in the schools as 
the members of this community ought to manifest A child 
sent to school is of necessity thrown in contact with many 
other children, at a period in life when the mind is most easily 
influenced. Then, if oyer, the watchful care of both parents 
and teacher should be exercised to know the morals of the* 
child. The most faithful teacher cannot do this work effec- 
tively without the co-operation of the parent. They should 
work harmoniously and together. Now parents that are not 
familiar with the workings of the school, cannot do this. 
They cannot understand the necessity for rules and regulations 
that are most salutary in their effect, and are apt to complain 
of teachers without just cause. Thus some parents in our 
midst have found fault because scholars are not expected or 
permitted to come to the school room until a specified time 
before school commences. They do not reflect, that to send 
children to the school room an hour before the teacher arrives, 
is virtually sending them for that time into the street, to be 
under whatever influence may chance to come, without any 
one to look after them. If parents would more frequently 
happen in at the schools, and by personal examination, observe 
the arrangement of studies and the progress of classes, they 
would be better judges of the needs and necessities for suc- 
cessfully conducting and carrying them on; besides, these visits 
would encourage and stimulate teachers to labor more earnest- 
ly for the advancement and improvement of their pupils. 

We oannot say that professional men have displayed any 
greater interest in the schools than other classes in the com- 
munity; with sincere regret we are compelled to say that 
many of them scarcely if ever, show themselves within the 
walls of a school-house. Like the good deacon who watched 
until he was sure that his minister was orthodox, and after 
that, always slept during the sermon, they seem to think that 
the teachers are all right, and therefore pay no attention to 
the schools. 

In addition to the msual methods of elementary instruction 
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the system of teaching by object lessons has, within the post 
few years, been introduced into the schools by the Superin- 
tendent, with good success, A small quantity of pictures and 
apparatus for illustrating and simplifying lessons have been 
procured, and the result has been, to create in the children a 
4 greater interest in their studies and in the schools. 

Within the last year, light gymnastics and physical exercises 
have received more attention, than formerly. Glasses have 
been formed and drilled in this too much neglected branch of 
education, with favorable results. Mental and physical de- 
velopment should proceed with equal pace. The well disci- 
plined mind with a feeble and undeveloped body is ill adapted 
to successfully discharge the duties of active life. 

The pay of teachers has been increased so as to correspond 
somewhat with the advanced cost of living. A distinction in 
pay is made in favor of tried teachers. We find that usually a 
teacher of experience is worth a great deal more than one 
without experience, especially where the latter does not pursue 
the calling from a love for it, but rather as a means of support. 

Proper attention has not been given to annually adding to 
the library a supply of the newest and' best books published. 
A year ago a few volumes were procured, but since that, no ad- 
ditions whatever have been made to the library. The books 
are much read by the pupils, especially those having a simple 
and attractive style. Some of the ladies of this city have 
formed an association for the purchase of good books. Each 
member contributes a sum sufficient to buy a book. With this 
fdnd a large number of the latest productions are procured 
at wholesale rates, and at stated periods are passed from one 
member to another, thus affording each one an opportunity to 
read all the books, and creating and cultivating a taste for 
good reading. Aside from this association, and the private 
libraries of the city, there are no facilities, except what the 
school library affords, for children to obtain books free of 

charge. 

a M. OROSWELL. 
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HUDSON. 

In districts Nos. 1, 3, 9 and 10, school-houses are small and 
inconvenient Nos. 7 and 9 have been consolidated, and a 
new building is contemplated. Nos. 2 and 5 are union schools 
and have sufficient room for the pupils. Nos. 4 and 6 have 
new convenient houses. But few of our schools have any ap- 
paratus. No. 2 has an orrery, globe and outline maps. No. 5 
has globe, outline maps and geometrical blocks. The average 
attendance is very low, and there are a great many children, 
who do not attend school at all. 

In some of the schools I mark a decided improvement, in. 
others none. But few of our teachers know anything about 
thorough drill To induce the scholars to master and under- 
stand the lessons gone over, should be the main object Schol- 
arship will not approximate perfection until teachers insist on a 
complete and thorough understanding of the studies pursued. 
Speed should always be made secondary to thoroughness. 
Our schools need a live comprehensive County Supervision. 

F. B. McCLELLAN. 

MEDINA. 

•The schools of the township are not so large as formerly. 
The county was first settled by young married men, [whose 
children have now outgrown the primary school, and their 
places are not filled up by the present crop of rising •' Michi- 
ganders." Female teachers are employed by all the districts in 
summer, and by most of them during the winter. They sue 
ceed just as well as male teachers. 

The conduct of the scholars in the rural districts is, in the 
general, very praiseworthy; but in the villages we are not en- 
couraged to hope for very much in the morals of the coming- 
generation. Tobacco-using, with its accompaniments, vul- 
garity and profanity, idleness, thieving, &c., are accomplish- 
ments soon acquired by the boys. 

0. B. WILEY. 
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The township of Medina presents a singular case. In ten* 
years its two mill tax has increased from $790 40 to $1,021 02; 
while the number of children has decreased from 774 to 769. 
Bat the number attending school has increased from 564 to 
616. The wages paid teachers has increased from $1,406 97 to 
$1,638 24. 

EOLLIN. 

We think our schools are in a way to become better than 
they have ever been. Nearly or all the districts purchased the 
record books recommended by the Superintendent. Scholars 
have at once begun to be more punctual, where they have been 
used. [There is no question that every district where the re- 
cord books referred to are properly made use of, the benefits 
will far more than counterbalance the expense. The expense 
is very slight, when the fact is considered, that they are suffi- 
cient for several years; and it is much to be regretted that any 
districts should desire to repudiate the acts of their officers 
performed in good faith, and, as t)py believed, for the best 
good of the schools, under the idea that they not only acted 
injudiciously, but that they exceeded their powers — which is not 
the case. ] 

We have had no failures, but some of the teachers are not 
all we would wish. Two of our school-houses are not com- 
fortable in winter, and one has scarcely a rod of ground other 
than the highway, which is fenced and improved on each side. 
The grounds at the other school-houses are passable. The man- 
ner in which the reports are made out, shows that there is a 
want of interest on the subject. It is hoped and thought that 
the public interest is increasing. Our winter schools need bet- 
ter teachers than we can get for the price that the people are 
willing to pay. \ We would by all means recommend county 
instead of town inspectors. Our examinations have always 
been oral, but will be written this fall. 
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BOMB. 

The board of Inspectors have to remark that the late na- 
tional troubles have so absorbed the public interest, that the 
schools have received but a small share of attention. It is 
now hoped, as those troubles have in a great degree subsided, 
that the attention of the people will be turned to that all im- 
portant subject, the education of our children. The board are 
4etei?nined to use every exertion in their power, to advance 
the interest and success of the schools in this township. 

W.H. KIMBALL, 
Township Clerk. 
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BRIGHTON. 

The condition of the schools on the whole, is improving 
slowly. The general introduction of the blackboard, and 
of. teachers who have attended one or more terms at the 
Normal School, begin to show good results. Still, the qualifi- 
cations of our teachers are not what they should be; and we 
think this is mostly owing to the small compensation which 
they receive; more especially the female teachers; many of 
them being Compelled to teach for a mere " nothing and board 
themselves." [Average, $13 90.] This causes a few sickly 
schools. The condition of the school-houses is. very poor; 
only two of them are really fit to teach a school in. The school 
grounds are very poor. Some have not even a shrub to shelter 
the children from the hot sun; consequently they hive to de- 
rive comfort and shade from the side of the house, and fence 
corners. We have no apparatus in any district The conduct 
of the scholars in and about the school-house is generally 
good. The interest of the people in the schools is manifested 
in the fact that they scarcely ever receive a visit from any of 
the parents of the pupils. The educated men (of which there 
are very few) seldom ever find time to visit the schQols. 
30 
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HOWKLL. 



Daring the past year the teachers in this township haye been 
better qualified than the average of teachers; and were 
unusually successful in keeping good schools; not one failure 
having occurred. Aside from the union school in this place, 
there was but one male teacher; and he kept a good school* 
During the time of high prices the wages of teachers has 
been too low. It has not kept pace with the rise in the price 
of articles necessary for their use and comfort While lawyers, 
doctors, and other professions have increased their fees for 
services fifty and one hundred per cent, the price paid to 
teachers is now but very little higher than five or six years 
ago. (ftnsidering the time and money spent by teachers in 
qualifying themselves for a proper discharge of the arduous 
and responsible duties of teaching, their compensation is de- 
cidedly too low for these times, and to compare with present 
prices. Reform seems necessary in this particular. Our school- 
houses are in a 9 fair condition. Libraries don't amount to any- 
thing. An attempt is being made to collect in the books and 
reestablish a township library. This looks hopeful for the 
future; as a town library o&n be sustained and increased, and 
do much good; while by the present system the district libra- 
ries are not kept up, and the few old torn books are read about 
as much as last year's almanac The people manifest a fair 
interest in the schools, but not enough. They ought to visit 
the schools more. In this county the funds from fines go into 
the general fund, and are not applied to library purposes; and 
have not been for several years. 



MACKINAC COUNTY. 

HOLMBS. 

The township of Holmes contains but two school districts. 
Our school-houses, both of which are on the island of Mack- 
inac, are ordinary frame buildings in good repair; but with 
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the exception of black-boards, are entirely destitute of neces- 
sary apparatus. The schools are generally well attended, 
though a majority of those who have children apparently take 
no interest in their education. Also, in, a majority of cases, 
our business men who have no children, would almost regret 
to see a boy attend school, if large enough to assist in catching 
fish, or a girl even, who may be found so remarkably lost' to 
common sense as to knit a gill-net of eighty fathoms for the 
paltry sum of one dollar, in store pay. In many instances our 
teachers have utterly failed to comply with the most reasona- 
ble requirements, while their compensation has uniformly been 
liberal The library — township property —is in good condition, 
and consists of several hundred volumes of very appropriate 
selections. I may safely say there seems to be a growing 
taste for reading among the younger class of society, though 
at present our books are not extensively read. We expect to 
accomplish a union of the two schools during the present 
year, and thereby look for a happy and important reform in 
our educational system. 



MACOMB COUNTY. 

ABMADA. 

The condition of the schools in the township in regard to 
efficiency, may be reported as medium, if compared with those 
of other places. Compared with the material wealth and gen- 
eral prosperity of the place, they fall below that point The 
condition of our school-houses is certainly much below it I 
have been generally pleased with the conduct of the children, 
so far as it has come under my observation. I think the 
teachers employed during the year have been generally suffi- 
ciently qualified in point of education and intelligence for 
teaching in their respective districts, although not so generally 
"apt to teach." As to the comparative success of male and 
female teachers, I do not think my observation here would 
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justify me in making any distinction. Oar district libraries do 
not amount to much, and appear to be bat little read. There 
are some good Sabbath % school libraries in the township. 
There has been one good school building erected daring the 
year, and will soon be occupied as a union school. This is the 
principal evidence which we can furnish of an increasing inter- 
est in the cause of education within our boundaries. 

WM.C. PBESTON. 

RICHMOND. 

The condition of our schools is gradually improving. Many 
of our teachers are not as well qualified as we think they ought 
to be, but they have generally succeeded in governing and in- 
structing their scholars. I think the female teachers have met 
with as good success as the males, both in governing and in- 
structing. In some districts the compensation is small; but 
finding those who are willing to teach for the amount offered, 
the salary is not raised. A part of our school-houses are in 
a good condition, but others are much out of repair. The 
grounds around the houses are not so much cared for as they 
ought to be. Only a very few shade trees are in the yards, 
and but little effort is made to render the grounds around 
pleasant and attractive. There is but very little apparatus be- 
longing to the districts; the conduct of the scholars is as good 
as we could expect, giving the teachers but little trouble. The 
interest of parents in the schools is not what we should be 
glad to see. The district libraries seem to be very much scat- 
tered. There have been no funds from fines given to the dis- 
tricts in this county for years. We have several times applied 
for them, but have been told they were applied to other pur- 
poses. [ Legal steps will secure to the districts every dollar 
that has ever been thus illegally used.] The educated men in 
our town have manifested a good degree of interest in the 
schools, and have done not a little to encourage teachers in 
their efforts to raise the standard of education. 

W. P. RUSSELL. 
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0HBLBT. 

District No. 1. fractional, Shelby and Sterling : A brick union 
school-house, value $10,000 in the village of "Otica; an orna- 
ment to the place, and its prosperity doubtless far exceeds the 
most sanguine expectations of all concerned. 

No. 1. Shelby and Macomb: A respectable frame house, not 
very conveniently seated — needs change in model; no apparatus. 

No. 4. Shelby and Avon: A respectable brick house, value 
$1,600; no apparatus. 

No. 4. Shelby and Washington: An old wooden house, in- 
convenient and much out of repair; no apparatus. 

No. 2. An old wooden house, out of repair, appearance bad;, 
no apparatus. 

No. 3. A respectable house, but no apparatus. 

*No. 5. Alow wooden house, under size and badly seated ^ 
no apparatus. 

No. 6. A two story frame house, (the Disco Academy,) valued 
at $2,000. Seats not well adapted to primary school purposes. 
The district hold the right of occupancy of a portion of it. 

The district libraries need addition of new or more interest- 
ing books. Children have no other facilities. Ministers, &c. f 
manifest interest We have no funds from fines. General 
condition of schools good as to order, morals, behavior, thor- 
oughness of scholarship, &c. But in some oases there is 
irregularity in attendance. 

Male teachers have generally been active, thorough, and 
" apt to teach." All have fulfilled their contract, and of course ' 
there have been no dismissals. But what may be said in 
praise of the male teachers, may well apply to the female 
teachers; as the success of the latter will rather exceed that of 

ike former. 

* * * 

In ibis town we have two districts numbered one, and two 
numbered/our. There are towns in the State with four dis- 
tricts of the same number. Inspectors would dfc well, in 
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many cases, to renumber the districts; making no distinction 
in numbering, but counting the fractional districts whose 
houses are in the township in their order, so as not to have two 
districts of the same number, whole or fractional A fractional 
district is numbered only in the township in which its house 
is situated; and in numbering the districts of a township the 
Inspectors should take no account of others. 

WASHINGTON. 

The general condition of the schools is good. The success 
of teachers has beep good. The people do not seem to take 
much interest in schools, and as a consequence, the condition 
of schools and school-houses, and the general facilities for the 
advancement of the scholars is not what it should be. Four 
of the school-houses are in good condition; the remainder exist 
only in name. 

J. W. CANNON. 



MANISTEE COUNTY. 

MANISTEE. 

In the progress of studies and the advancement of the 
scholars in the different branches of education there has been 
as much improvement as could be expected; and the teachers 
have been well qualified, and have met with uniform success. 
So far as our observation has led us to mark the relative suc- 
cess of male and female teachers the comparison is in favor of 
the latter. The wages uniformly paid teachers here are, in 
our judgment, an adequate compensation; varying from $30 
to $40 per month, for females, and $40 to $50 for males. The 
condition of the school-house in No. 2 is pretty good; but in 
No. 1 it is miserable. But the latter has a new house in pro- 
gress, to be finished during another season. The conduct of 
the scholars is very fair, but the parents of some of the chil- 
dren are exceedingly remiss in their duty in keeping them neat 
.and tidy; many of the children coming to school with dirt on 
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their hands and face, and lice on their heads. We think the 
people are becoming more interested in the schools than for- 
merly! and find them more frequently visited by educated 
persons than they used to be. The library system, with its 
present selection of books, and the way it is managed, we 
consider a failure. 
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MABQUETTB. 

In district No. 1, which comprises the village of Marquette 
and suburbs, the school is in a condition of progress; and ex- 
hibited during the past year an advancement very enouraging 
to the friends of education. A zealous, faithful and efficient 
Principal has labored with a will, and his efforts have been, in 
the main, well seconded by his corps of assistants. The same 
Principal and nearly the same assistants have been secured for 
the ensuing year, and a still greater progress is hoped for. 
The union school building, which was considered somewhat 
unsafe, owing to defects in the walls, has been thoroughly over- 
hauled and strengthened by numerous strong iron rods in such 
a manner as to preclude all possibility of accident, and at the 
same time, to add to the general good appearance of the build- 
ing. A new two-story building is under contract and being 
built, for a ward or division school; to be ready by the first of 
January, 1866. It' will furnish room for three departments, 
and will cost $6,000. The general deportment of pupils, bar- 
ring a few exceptional cases, is highly creditable to themselves 
and their teachers. Unfortunately, the interest taken in the 
school by the people generally, is not what might be wished; 
but there is reason to look for increasing interest as the school 
becomes more efficient. Indeed an improvement in that re- 
spect is already noticable. There is a difficulty is raising all 
the money needed, but the principal drawback is to induce the 
people to give their personal attention. The library is com- 
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posed principally of first-class books, covering the entire range 
of literature, history and science, and is lafrgely patronized by 
old and yotingi 

(hftag to the short term of school in No. 2, that school mm 
not visited daring the year, I am inclined to think, as it is a 
manufacturing community, managed by a few leading m#n. 
These find themselves too much engrossed in business to give 
much attention to schools. I am convinced that township, or 
even county officers, to manage the schools, would be far more 
efficient than district officers, under the present system. 

DAN. H. BAUi. 

Marquette reports 608 ohildren, with a two-mill tax of 
nearly two thousand dollars. This, with the primary school 
money, enables the people to pay male teachers $95 per month, 
and females about $40; and good length of terms, without tax- 
ation or rate-bills. 
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LINCOLN. 

District No. 2 is settled entirely by squatters and settlers 
upon United States Homestead lands. They are poor, and do 
not pay taxes, and are scattered through the woods. It is diffi- 
cult for them to sustain a school in any manner. 

In No. 1 the population, mostly foreigners, are day laborers 
at the saw-mills, and constantly changing. They have but 
little interest in the school,, and it is difficult to keep up an 
organization. The scholars were all very backward; not any 
advanced beyond the primary studies. We had a good teacher, 
These difficulties seem to be remediless until the county be- 
comes more settled. ' 
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WHJLLTLAND. ' 

The condition of the school in district No. 1 is as good ar 
can be expected in a new district that has had bnt nine months 
school Teachers have had the best of success, and given 
general satisfaction. The facilities for obtaining reading mat- 
ter are very deficient We cant scarcely get anything but 
common school books. The interest shown by patents is 
Javorable, and they do all circumstances will admit of in a 
new country, to promote the interest of the schools. District 
Np. 2 has been organized only long enough to have three 
months school, and it has not been visited, but the parent* 
speak favorably of it No money from fines. 



MENOMINEE COUNTY. 

This is the third year that reports have been received from 
this county, situated west of Green Bay. Two townships and 
three districts are now reported. E. S. Ingalls, Esq., reports 
from (he town of Menominee, that their two schools are pro*- 
jtermg, and one of the districts has recently completed a well 
bonstmcted house. 

From Cedarrille, John Longworth reports a district with att 
Hbe children in a well conducted school, kept in -a house dona- * 
ted by a business firm in the place. In both towns parents 
are represented as taking a deep interest in the schools. It 
looks as though the "first settlers" intend to start right in 
educational matters. Posterity will rise up to Hess the few 
, true men who lay right foundations for society. 



31 
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MONEOE COUNTY. 

ASH. 

Our schools are not in the condition they ought to be in. 
To too great an extent they have been neglected. There has 
not been the interest taken by the parents there ought to have 
been, but we hope to see a better state of things, and mean to 
do our best to bring it about As a general thing, we think 
female teachers succeed equally well with mates, in summer 
schools, or where the school is composed chiefly of small 
scholars. Our school-houses are far inferior to what they ought 
to be; but we are happy to report a growing interest in the 
matter, and think we shall be able in a short time to report an 
improvement » 

Ash is a populous township, reporting 923 children, and 
thirteen districts. 

KXKTHB. 

School-houses in districts No. 1 and 4 fractional, are frame 
and in good condition, very well arranged, and of convenient 
size. No maps or apparatus in town. The district libraries 
are generally good selections, but are not generally read. 
There are a few readers, who consider 4he books usefaL 
Order, morals, and behavior, with few exceptions, are good. 
Thoroughness in scholarship and regular attendance are 
wanting in most if not all the schools. 

LA W fttT.IE 

The general condition of the schools is good. Improvement 
in' seme is good, in others not The general qualifications of 
teachers good— that is, for the terms they taught; those of 
limited knowledge being confined to the summer schools. 
Adequacy of compensation about as it should be. [Females 
average $11 79 — which ought not to pay for a very good 
teacher.] The condition of most of the school-houses, poor — 
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as can be seen by their valuation. [Bat one of the eight is 
rained over $100, while four are appraised from $25 to $40.] 
School apparatus is very limited. The conduct of children 
generally good; in some schools very good. Parents generally 
, do not take that interest in schools whicli is necessary to make 
scholars of their children. The condition of the library is ' 
poorer than in former years. The facilities of the children for 
obtaining books from other sources seem to be good. The 
matter read is mostly religious. The interest taken by minis- 
ters, &a, is rather liberal, but not such as it might be. 

MONBOE CITY. 

The undersigned, Visiting Inspector, reports the condition 
of the public school of the city of Monroe promising. 
Competent teachers are employed, and almost uninterrupted* 
harmony exists between them and the pupils.. The attendance 
on the part of the pupils has been uniformly good. The condi- 
tion of the city library is good. The books are carefully ar- 
ranged and kept in good preservation. By a liberal appro- 
priation on the part of the city council, which is made each 
year* the library will grow into considerable importance. 
I , OHAS.TOLL. 

The Inspectors in Monroe report 823 volumes in the library; 
180 of which were added during the year, for which $226 was 
paid. With means to purchase new books, here as elsewhere, 
there is no lack of interest 

Bight private schools, with 800 pupils, are reported in Mon- 
roe city. With many of the old French inhabitants, there is a 
prejudice against the public schools, and they prefer to 
educate their own children in their own way. Thus it is, that, 
with a school hardly second to any in the State, but 536 out 
of 1,363 children are reported attending the public school. 
The city, the past year, raised nothing by tax to pay teachers, 
(and but $195 for all other purposes,) and the result was 
1438 71 rate-bills. 
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WH1TEFORD. 

The schools were all visited last winter, but all have not 
been during the summer. As a general thing, they are grad- 
ually imprcfting. There have been one or two partial, 
failures, owing partly to inefficient teachers, and partly to 
want of sufficient encouragement and support. Female 
teachers have, as a general thing, done quite as well as 
males. Six of our school-houses are very comfortable, and 
most of them tolerably well arranged for convenience. Two 
are worthless, and new ones are soon to be built The schools- 
are generally deficient in apparatus. 

A. B. WEST. 
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CRYSTAL. 

The condition of our schools is fully equal to any I am. 
acquainted with. There is a great deficiency in the interest of' 
the parents. Very few have visited the schools at aU. With 
a single exception, the teachers have been competent, and 
have done their duty as far as was possible, with so great 
great a diversity of books. This is accounted for, by so many 
new settlers, coming as they do, from all parts of the country. 
The greatest proficiency has been made with the McGuffy's? 
series of books. Town's speller and definer is, in my opinion* 
preferable to any other speller in use. The libraries are of 
little use, en account of a former selection of books, they being 
too large for juvenile reading. 

H. F. BROWN, M. D. 

EUREKA. 

The teachers engaged in the schools of this town, are not 
well qualified; they have incorrect ideas of education, con- 
founding in most cases, the terms education and instruction, 
not only theoretically, but also practically. Not one teacher, as • 
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far as my observation goes, has read a single work on tea^h- 
. ing, and but very few of them ever attended an institute op 
association. The literary qualifications of the teachers are 
also below par. But one male teacher has been engaged during 
the year. The compensation of teachers is not adequate. 
. The condition of school-houses and libraries is very pooa The 
conduct of pupils, in and out of school, is tolerable. The peo- 
ple take but little interest in school matters. The character 
of the matter read is not good — "light literature." We need 
to have a teachers' institute held in this county. We think it 
would be well attended, and be productive of great good. 

E. H. JONES. 

WINITELD. 

This is a new town, having only two districts. The condi- 
tion of our school-houses is rather in advance of other towns 
as new as this. The schools have never been visited: cause, 
inadequacy of compensation and want of interest The schools 
are continued sometimes for weeks or months, with but two or 
three scholars attending; the fault many times in the parents, 
but generally in the teacher having little or no government, 
and having repulsive ways. There is evidently not sufficient 
pajns taken in getting good, thorough teachers. We have 
never received any fine money from the county. 

A. D. BUST, * 
Town Clerk. 
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EGGLE8TON. 
t 

Fractional district No. 2, is the first in which a school has 
been taught by a teacher holding a certificate, in our town. 
The teacher succeeded in giving general satisfaction. The 
children appeared to love their teacher, and to learn quite fast. 
The interest in education is very low through most of the 
township, though in the vicinity of district No. 2, considerable 



246 kkpobtb or vwxote nsraoroBs. 

interest is manifested. The school-house, as is usually the 
ease in a new county, is built of logs, and when finished for 
winter, will be quite comfortable. As for libraries, we have 
none. This being our first report, I suppose we have never 
been entitled to any of the library fund. As for lawyers, we 
have none in the town; so you may conclude that we are a 
peaceable as well as an ignorant people. ' 

FRIEND D. HOWB. 

MtJSKEGOH. 

The union school-house is not sufficiently large to accommo- 
date the wants of the district, and an effort is being made to 
erect two buildings for ward or primary departments. When 
this is* done, the district will be well provided with buildings 
convenient for school purposes. District No. 2 is a small dis- 
trict, with few scholars: it has a house sufficiently large. The 
schools have made fair progress in respect to order, and also 

punctual attendance. 

* * * 

The above union district reports 782 children; from which 
we infer a population in the village of Muskegon, of nearly 
8,000. The two-mill tax of the township, (mainly in the vil- 
lage,) was $1,174 50, and the union district raised $1,600 by 
tax, for teachers' wages. This seems to justify the reputation 
Muskegon has for public spirit. 



NEWAYGO COUNTY. 

, DJfcXTON. 

There were two schools kept in this town last winter— one 
male and one female teacher. The former did not finish his 
term. There have been four schools this summer. These 
schools were all visited by me at their commencement, and 
each teacher was requested to have an examination at the 
close of the school. Two of them complied with the request 
and two failed. Three of the schools were visited at the dose 
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by me, and twe of them in company with the town clerk. The 
examinations were very excellent. There was a good attend- 
ance of the parents at these examinations. 
. In all these schools the scholars behaved well, both in school 
and out; and in some cases their conduct was very commenda- 
ble. Some of the teachers were amply qualified, and some 
were not as well qualified as could be .desired. .On the whole, 
I think the schools this summer have been a success; and the 
cause of education seems to be improvjng. 

We have one very nice frame school-house, with a belfry 
and bell. The other three houses are of logs, good of their 
kind, but not so commodious as #e would desire. We are 
about destitute of blackboards and all kinds of apparatus. 
We have town library, and rather scanty at thai Teachers' 

wages good. 

I. F. FAT. 

The Inspectors report $2 99 paid for books and 66 volumes 
added to the library. One or the other must be wrong — un- 
less the books were a donation. Female teachers averaged 
$18 66 per month. We judge that the schools of this new 
town are in good hands. 



OAKLAND COUNTY. 

AVON. 

The condition of the schools in most of the districts is good. 
They were taught mostly by females, who gave good satisfaction. 
Compensation has been sufficient The condition of school- 
houses throughout the town is bad. The conduct of the 
soholars, in and out of school, has been good. The interest of 
parents has been small. Library a failure. Ministers and 
Lawyers take no more interest than others. The greatest 
need of the districts is new school-houses, and better seats for 
scholars, and more interest by parents in the schools and the 
advancement of their own children. In district No. 5 they 
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lurte organized a onion school for the first time, and anticipate 

good success. 

» D.L.JENINO& 

OAKLAND. 

The general condition and improvement of the schools are 
such as to merit the praise and approbation of the parents 
and Inspectors. The qualification and success of both male 
and female teachers have been satisfactory. The compensation 
has been very liberal. * t Malefl > $31 65; females, $13 69 !] The 
condition of school-houses is very satisfactory; and in the 
schools a good degree of ^scholarship is manifested, and the 
interest of parents in the schools is such as to compare very 
favorably with the schools of the adjoining townships. 

MAEVIN PEIOE. 

ORION. 

The schools are generally in a prosperous condition; more 
attention being lately paid to the qualifications of teachers, 
and generally a higher class of teachers being employed. 

0. S. LINABTTBjGk 

BOSE. 

There is but one log school-heuse in town; the remainder 
are in very good condition, except black-boards, they might 
be improved. Interest of the people in schools is not as good 
as it might be. We are a christian and law-abiding people, 
consequently we have no lawyers or ministers in the town. 
The war has so divided our attention as inspectors, that 
. schools have been sadly neglected. 

WAtfEBFOBD. 

As our schools have not been visited officially the past year, 
a report in full will be impossible; but with the knowledge we 
' possess, we can safely state that generally, our schools «fe 
thriving. Female teachers have been more successful than the 
males. The compensation we think too small to induce a 
thorough qualification of teachers. The condition of ogr 
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school-houses is varied-. Nos. 1, 7, 8 and fractional 9, tare 
good houses, pleasantly located, while the rest are in a miser- 
able condition. School apparatus — very little in town. The 
conduct of scholars, in and out of school, is such as becomes 
the age. But very little interest is manifested on the part of 
the people; seldom one visits the school-room. The library, as 
kept, is almost useless. Facilities for obtaining books from 
other sources is very limited. The fines are used for replen- 
ishing the district libraries. As for lawyers, we have none* 
Our ministers have more than they can do, to attend to the 

wants of their charge. 

* * * 

The above is the only report that intimates any apolbgy for 
the little interest of ministers in the schools. To a certain ex- 
tent it is an apology, that a faithful pastor "has more than he 
can do/' in the direct work of his calling. Still, when we con- 
sider the intimate relation that education bears to religion, we 
can but be surprised that educated ministers take so little 
active interest in the former. They preach upon home fram- 
ing of children, but who, once a year even, says a word about 
school influence upon them, mentally or morally ? Should this 
meet the eye of a minister, we merely ask, ought this to be so? 

WHITE LAKE. 

. Most of our schools are in a thriving condition. Nearly 
half of our teachers are failures, comparatively, arising from 
the fact that many parents wish their children to govern 
the schools, though our teachers have been well qualified 
in regard to education. Success of the sexes, about equal* 
Compensation, fair generally. [Females, nearly four dollars 
a month below the average of the State.] Some of our schol- 
ars behave badly — because school government here is too 1 lax, 
and some parents uphold their children in disobedience. The 
people don't visit the schools enough. Libraries in poor coh- 
' dition. Fine money ttsed for libraries/ No lawyers here, and 

82 
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don't want any. Clergymen take but little interest in our 

schools. 

LEICESTER B. DODGE. 



OCEANA COUNTY. 

BENOXA. 

1st Improvement good" considering the the want of uni- 
formity of books. 2d. The qualifications and success of teach- 
ers middling. 3d. Only females taught 4th. The adequacy of 
compensation fair. 5th. Condition of school-houses, grounds^ 
&c, poor. 6th. Conduct of scholars, good. 7th. The interest 
in schools generally good. 8th. No district libraries. 9th* 
The facilities of children for obtaining books from other 
sources are poor; interest in reading generally good; char- 
acter of matter generally read, religious. 10th. Fines are 
usod for purchasing books for town library. There are neither 
lawyers nor ministers residing in the township. 

The Inspectors have recommended to district boards to 
adopt some series of school books, but as yet they have failed 
• to do so. We intend making a decisive effort at our next an- 
nual township meeting to secure a uniformity. [Refer to sec- 
tion 57, school laws.] And we as a board recommend to the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction to recommend to the 
next Legislature the passage of a bill authorizing the boards 
of Inspectors to adopt a uniform series of school books for the 
township, and district boards to purchase the same, and 
charge to inhabitants in ratebill, unless otherwise paid for. 

D. 0. PROSSER. 

PENTWATKB. 

The condition of the school is quite flattering, and the suc- 
cess of teachers is as favorable as can be'expectedjn afnew 
county, where everything is just beginning to work its way. 
Teachers are liberally, paid. The school-house^ and grounds 
need improvement, but it is thought best to get along with a* 
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few as possible, as the number of seholars is increasing very 
rapidly and it will be neoessary to erect a new and larger house 
within a year or two. The conduct of scholars, we are proud 
to say, is good. Tl\e people, as a general thing, do not take 
as much interest in the school as is desirable. The library 
needs all the additions that can possibly be obtained, as other, 
useful books are much needed. The fine moneys are expended 
lor the district library. There is considerable attention paid to 
the education of children by our educated men, particularly 
by the clergy of our Tillage; and a first rate Sabbath-school, 

with bible-class, is in existence. 

» * * * 

« 

. The Tillage of Fentwater reports 100 children, 98 in school; 
four months schaol by male teacher, at $50 per month, and 
four months by a female at $34 per month. The school-house 
above so unfavorably spoken of is valued at $700. 



OTTAWA COUNTY. 

ALLENDALE. 

We have had only female teachers in our four schools. 
Their qualifications generally were very good; the greatest 
deficiency being in proper method of government The 
sohool-houses and lots are such as are generally found in a 
new country, with no apparatus except a blackboard. The 
people appear to be anxious that their children shall learn 
and have as many months school as they can well afford to 
pay for. We have a pretty well selected library, and this 
summer the books have been read a good deal 

JAMES TOJJGH. 



The qualifications of the teachers for the year are consider- 
ably below par. For this cause the schools have been of but 
little benefit to the children. In one district only do the 
inhabitants seem to be interested in the school. There is a 
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great deficiency in the present system of inspecting* teachers, 
granting certificates, and in visiting schools. It is very rare 
for a teacher to be refused a certificate. [The Reports show 
770 refused in the State — about one in eleven of all examined] 
Either the Inspectors think the school is small, also very back- 
ward, and the teacher can teach them, or they are afraid of 
hurting their feelings; also of making enemies. Or, if a teacher 
is refused a certificate in*one township, they can go into an 
Adjoining town and get one, and teach. Bat few schools are 
visited to benefit the schools, and because the Inspector is 
really interested in them; but because the law says they must 
be visited, and the Inspector gets pay /or it, (if it is small,) 
and also for the name of visiting the school Most of the visits 
are made on rainy days, or when the Inspector cannot work at 
anything else. I think if our present system was done away 
with, and a county inspection of teachers and schools was es- 
tablished, our good teachers and pur schools would be greatly 
benefited thereby. 

DEXTER FIELD. 

OLIVE. 

Our schools are doing well, considering the time school has 
been kept in these districts. No certificates have been granted 
except to first class teachers, and their success has been good. 
They have been well satisfied with their wages. [This is a bad 
symptom, on $10 64 per month.] A great imjiroveirient fat the ' 
school-houses is desirable. They are mostly built of logs, 
badly lighted and ventilated. There is a great want of appa- 
ratus. The children behave very good, both in and oat of 
school. Some take great interest in the schools, and soma do 
not The library is small, but well taken care of. The children 
all have access to Sunday school libraries, and the minis- 
ters assist in instructing the children in the Sunday schools, 
And otherwise show a deep interest in the cause of education. 
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TALLHADGE. 

The teachers in this town' did not pass as satisfactory exam- 
ination as I would like to report, but their success in teaching 
has been good. Some of the school-houses are in a very good 
condition, bnt others want repairing, painting, underpinning,. 
fencing and out-houses repaired, to make the pupils more 
comfortable. There is only one school in town that has any 
apparatus, except stove, shovel, water-pail, dipper and broom- 
some not as much as that. Conduct of scholars in school 
generally good; out of school there is some quarreling, con- 
siderable snowballing in the winter; sometimes to the annoy- 
ance of persons passing in the streets. The compensation for 
female teachers has been from three to four dollars per week 
and board, and for males, $35 to $45 per month and board. 
No. 1 has organized a graded school, but failed to make it free 
this year. I hope they will do better next year. There has 
been no appropriation for libraries for several years. The 
fines received from county treasurer have been used to pay 
town expenses. Most of the scholars receive books from sev- 
eral Sabbath-school libraries. There are three ministers in 
town; not one has visited a school this summer, to my 
knowledge. The people generally are considerably interested 
in, and visit the schools some. I wish each district would 
organize a regular system of visitation, by which each school * 
would be visited at least once a week. If that could be done, 
there would be better teachers and better schools. 

E. WALLING. 

ZXELAVD. 

In general our schools are slowly improving. It is one of 
tie most difficult things to fin J teachers able to instruct, lead* 
cultivate and properly govern* the young; and consequently 
success is not as desired. In our largest schools male teaohert 
are indispensable. School-houses are generally in pretty good 
condition; grounds not as large as they should be. Three of 
our schools have outline maps, and other apparatus. The 
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conduct of scholars in school depends much upon the ability 
of the teaoher goTerning them; out of school conduct is about 
as at other places. The interest of the people in general 
seems to be far from what it ought to be. To accommodate 
il^ interested the town library has been divided to two places. 
From no other source is any chance for the children to obtain 
reading matter; with the exception of such as is found at 
home. The character of the reading matter is either religious 
or moral. All the funds from fines are applied to the purchase 

of library books. 

* * * 

Zeeland reports 783 children and a library of 660 volumes. 
Seven male! and three female teachers were employed; the 
former were paid an average of $29 61 and the latter $10 81 
per month. Three districts report ten or more months 
school. 



SAGINAW COUNTY. 

BUXNA VISTA. 

!Shere is more zeal among the children to attend school than 
there is among parents to attend school meetings. It has 
, come again this year under our observation, that at the annual 
meeting, which was duly advertised, in a certain district, hav- 
ing over fifty scholars, not a single voter besides the district 
board appeared; so that they were foroed to send a messenger 
to the nearest inhabitants to get a quorum. 

With relation to libraries, we are sorry to state, that, so far 
as our observation goes, since the town library was divided, 
less books have been bought add more lost It is easier in our 
town to find one good librarian in the person of the town clerk, 
than in three or six school directors, who know the value of 
books. The books have been reduced in the town since the 
division, about one half. , 

ALEXANDER ALBERT! 
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BRIDGEPORT. 

The general condition of the schools is poor, and improve- 
ment limited. As a general thing our teachers have been * 
qualified to teach after a form. The male teachers have the 
precedence. The compensation has been quite ample for the 
services rendered. We have one school-house in town, worthy 
of the name, and but one. The library amounts to but a trifle! 
as it has not been replenished for the last four years. We 
have nothing in town that could be called school apparatus. 
The conduct of scholars is generally so bad, I am -ashamed to 
speak of ii The interest taken in schools is not as great as 
fanners should take in their cattle. The facility for obtaining 
books is good; but little interest is taken in reading, except in 
. novelty. The fine moneys are used for school purposes. 

SWAN GREBE. 

The general condition of the schools in this town is in no 
way satisfactory. The qualifications of teachers, especially of 
females, is very deficient, and therefore their success almost 
nothing. How can it be otherwise, considering their own 
education and the mode of examining them? Another cause 
of the little improvement of the children is the non-interest 
of \he parents in the schools; seen in the attendance so much 
interrupted. The attendance in district No. 1 was very 
interrupted; for instance, almost none who attended the 
three months winter school frequented the summer school. 
And this will go on in the same way until parents are compelled 
by law to send their children to school without interruption. 
The compensation of teachers seems to be adequate to their 
services. The school-house in No. 1 is good, but the site is very 
bad. No. 2 has no house. There is no library except in dis- 
trict No. 1, newly commenced and yet very smalL There are no 
other sources for the children to get books, and the interest 
in reading is of no account at all The fines are used for said 
library. 

OHABLES ZIEBOFF. 
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SAGINAW. 

We bare found the general condition of th« schools good, 
*nd all making good improvement For infant or juvenile 
classes, the female teachers seem the best adapted, and ate 
more successful than males. Wages are generally fully ade- 
quate, and the masses of the people are becoming more and 
more interested in the subject of education. 

THOMASTOWN. 

The attendance haying been in general irregular, the im- 
provement in the schools may be called rather limited, during 
the mostly short terms. Female teachers were employed in 
ad the districts! with good success. The larger districts em- 
ployed teachers of good qualifications; the smaller ones, with 
smaller means, employed teachers of inferior capacity, gener- 
ally holding certificates for six months. Comparing with 
farmer years ? female teachers did better, except in a lew 
cases, where boys, not taught to obey at home, made some 
'disturbance in and out of school Compensation seems to be 
adequate in most cases. [Average, $16 04.] Condition of 
school-houses and grounds, good. Apparatus*— only a black- 
board, in most cases. Conduct of scholars, with few exceptions, 
good. Interest of the people in schools, low. Children ^ad 
books from the township library; interest not very general, 
and confined mostly to novels. Funds from fines used for the 
township library. The town having three fractional districts, 
with two of 'the houses in it, and one in the adjoining town, 
makes it very inconvenient to get the other districts of proper 
sizA and shape. 

JOHN BACKHAUL 

TITTABAWASSEE. 

Some of the schools are in good condition, and improving 
quite rapid; a very sensible advance in scholarship and de- 
portment being noticed at each subsequent visit; and but little 
can be said in favor of others. In those districts that have 
good school-houses, a better grade of teachers have been em- 
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ployed, and scholars manifest a very great interest in the 
school; while the children who are compelled to freeze in the 
winter and roast in the summer, in worthless old log houses, - 
or loose board shanties, exhibit a degree of interest quite in 
proportion to the school facilities afforded by their parents- 
Qualifications of teachers have been as high as could be ex- 
pected for the money they have received for their services, 
and both less than is profitable for the school, with one excep- 
tion. Male teachers have succeeded better than females, as a 
general thing; inspiring more confidence and' respect among 
both parents and children. Three of our school-houses are 
respectable frame houses; the other three hardly respectable 
pig pens. The conduct of scholars in and out of school has 
been decidedly good. The interest of the people in the schools 
is pretty fairly indicated by the kind of school buildings and 
facilities they provide for their children; which are not in 
proportion to their ability. All undoubtedly wish their chil- 
dren to be educated; but some are reluctant to furnish the 
means. On the whole the interest in the schools is increasing. 
Thelibrary has been read down to a rather dilapidated condition. 
The works of Cooper, Dickens and Scott, and writers of that 
order, are read more than books of a more substantial char- 
acter, jjpt history and reputable books of travel are begin- 
ning to attract the attention they deserve. Funds result- 
ing from fines are invariably used as the law directs, for 
library purposes. Ministers and lawyers manifest no great 
interest in education or schools, unless they happen to be 
School Inspectors; and the same is true of other persons of 
education. 

D. P. POOTE. 



SANILAC COUNTY. 

BUEL. • 

The schools are in a good condition as far as teaching goes. 

The teachers have all been females; the districts not being 
33 
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able to hire male teachers, owing in a great measure to the 
deficiency of the two-mill tax, which is never all received. 
The oonduot of the scholars is good in school. The people ap- 
pear desirous to have their children educated. The town 
library is in good condition — the matter varied — not much 
xead. No lawyers in town, and only once in a while, a min- 
ister; and certainly, no educated men. 

ALEXANDER ERSKINE. 

The law requires the town treasurer to pay over, or reserve 
in his hands, all the school taxes that are assessed, not all that 
are collected, before he appropriates any of the moneys he has 
collected to any other purpose, except township expenses. 
The law assumes that out of the taxes collected, — 1st The 
town shall receive an amount equal to all it had assessed for 
township purposes. 2nd. The schools shall next receive aa 
amount equal to all that was assessed for school purposes. 
Therefore the school taxes can never be deficient, unless the 
town treasurer fails to collect enough on his entire tax roll to 
pay these two demands. Section 109 School Laws, and Sec- 
tion 839, page 303, Compiled Laws. 

WOBTH. 

The condition of our schools is rather backward, and im- 
provement slow; districts one and five being exceptions to 
that rule. Teachers are generally middling well qualified, so 
far as learning is concerned, but the ability to conduct a school 
successfully seems far harder to find, about one-half feeiqg 
quite unsuccessful I think male teachers are decidedly to be 
preferred to females. I regard compensation as being fully 
equal to the services rendered. The school-houses are gener- 
ally poor, and in bad condition. No. 1 is an exception— the 
house being quite commodious. No school apparatus. The 
conduct of the scholars, with a few exceptions, is middling 
good, both in and out of school 

JOSHUA WIXSON. 
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The Inspectors add to the above report, the suggestion, that 
"Directors be required to report the date of the commence- 
ment and close of each term taught by any qualified teacher; 
which would enable the Inspectors to determine whether they 
had actually had three months school by a qualified teacher 
during the year." , 

A heading could be prepared in the blanks for this purpose; 
but if a director wished to report falsely, he would omit to 
make the insertion; and we know not that he could be com- 
pelled to report the dates proposed. And we think cases of 
falsification as to time must be rare. But, if the Inspectors in 
any case suspect such dishonesty, they should ascertain, as 
they may, the facts from any sources within their power, and 
report accordingly. 
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BENNINGTON. 

No. 1 fractional, teacher was good and school successful. 
No. 1, teacher rather failed in governing, though trying hard 
to do her duty, and met with some success. House good — has 
an astronomical chart No. 2, teacher governed well, but was 
not sufficiently thorough: was liked very much by the district. 
House common — has outline maps. No. 3 has had the same 
teacher for several terms. She. is a No. 1 teacher. Built a 
first class country school-house the past season. Has outline 
maps. No. 4, teacher good, and school quite prosperous. 
House poor, — has outline maps. No. 5, teacher quite ordi- 
nary^ school quite small — old log house, and very poor; no 
apparatus. No. 6, teacher common; good new house — has an 
astronomical chart The teachers throughout the town receive 
about common wages. Patrons generally manifest quite a 
little interest in their schools. The libraries are very poor. 
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CALEDONIA. I 

Our several schools are doing welL Good teachers are em- 
ployed. The school-houses are not of the most approved 
style, yet the pupils and patrons manifest quite an interest in 
the schools, and two districts will build next summer. The 
plan of district 'libraries does not work well with us. Few 
districts have any apparatus, except No. 1, (Oorunna village,) 
which is well supplied. 

VIENNA. 

As far as we have had opportunity for judging, r we consider 
our schools in a good condition; but not what might be ex- 
pected had there been more competent male teachers, judging 
from an acquaintance with schools where they have taught 
The behaviour of children generally is good, both in and out- 
of school. The majority of school-houses are in good con- 
dition; others unfit to be used. School libraries are small and 
not used, as the people have seemingly lost all interest in. them. 
We deeply regret the little interest parents and guardians 
manifest, as they very seldom visit the schools. We think, if 
they did, it would greatly encourage both teachers and 
scholars. We also think, if sufficient compensation were 
given to induce competent young men to teach, our schools, 
would be greatly benefited. 

J. J. PATCHEL. 

O. B. GALL. 



ST. CLAIR COUNTY. 

BBOCKWAY. ^ 

The general condition of the schools is satisfactory. The 
qualifications of most of the teachers are good; though in one 
or two instances the children are not brought to that state of' 
discipline as to both love and fear the teachers. The condition 
of the school-houses is about as good as can be expected in 
what may yet be called a new county. The people generally.- 
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realize the importance of education for the young. The 
libraries, owing to the want of funds, are not in a satisfactory 
state. The interest in reading is greater than might be ex- 
pected, and the character of matter most read is rather what 
may be called " intellectual." The interest shown by ministers 
is not great; this, however, may be caused by most of them 
holding only a temporary residence in the township. 

D. BROWN. 

CHINA. 

The general condition of the schools is bad, owing in part 
to a want of interest on the part of parents, and neglect to 
visit or inquire into the condition of the schools; find the fail- 
ure of teachers is owing in a great measure to this neglect; 
they not having the proper stimulus to exertion, at length fall 
behind the times as regards qualifications. Another thing is, 
neglect of district boards to fix on a set of school books, as the 
law requires; using as they now do, almost every author, and 
with a school of forty scholars and fifty classes, it is no wonder 
they fail* Male and female teachers are about on a paras 
regards success. School-houses, bad in construction, being 
without ventilation, and poorly arranged as regards seats. 
Grounds ample, as all are built upon the highivay, with no 
inclosure, no trees, and in fact, nothing to make them pleas- 
ant No apparatus in use, nor outline maps. The conduct of 
scholars, in and out of school, keeps pace with the age — Young 
America predominating. The interest of the people is gen- 
erally centred in their pockets — not in schools. 

POET HUBON. 

Schools in our town are not improving much. There is not 
the proper interest taken by parents or school officers* As a 
general thing, parents are not willing to be taxed sufficiently, 
and the consequence is, cheap teachers and poor. We have 
those in town who would make good officers, but they appear 
to think they cannot spare the' time for the small compensation 
received. In some of the towns in this county the school in- 
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speetors can hardly write a certificate for those they inspect 
I should say that, in our town, female teachers have been the 
best, for the reason that good male teachers can get better 
wages elsewhere. The school-houses aife generally large 
enough, and comfortable. In district No. 9, which includes 
the Tillage of Fort Gratoit, about a mile north of the city of 
Port Huron, we have voted $2,000 to build a new house, the 
present one being too small We will then divide the school 
into two departments and employ two teachers. There is no 
interest taken in fitting up grounds. Part of the schools have 
a few outline maps. 

Our district library books are nearly all lost or destroyed. 
The library money goes to pay teachers' wages, and one-half 
the inhabitants don't know of its existence, and depend upon 
the newspapers and periodicals for their reading. 

BAYMOND J. WEIGHT. 

WALES. 

1st The school-houses in Wales are all of a sufficient size 
to accommodate the scholars comfortably, But some are out of 
repair— generally convenient, with the exception of maps, and 
in some cases, blackboards. 

2nd. The district library system in some respects is a perfect 
failure. The books being few in number and there being no 
exchange, remain a dead luxury on the shelves of the direc- 
tors. Some of the books are selected in accordance with. the 
views ofsome of the directors, vicious or otherwise, and. some 
of them decidedly immoral Would recommend that the 
Inspectors be empowered to select the books. I have visited 
all the terms of school once, except one; and that closed long 
before the term was out The scholars all show a good degree 
of improvement, and good order, behavior, &e. The teachers 
were found generally well qualified, both mprally and mentally. 
Attendance somewhat irregular in some of the schools, espe- 
cially in summer. 

JOHN A. LAMB. 
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TUSCOLA COUNTY. 

ALMER, 

The general condition of the schools is not what it should . 
be for the improvement of the youthful mind. Want o#? 
interest on the part of parents is the chief difficulty. $ Districts 
No. 1 shows the most interest. The improvement during the* 
last six months is very little, except in No. 1. Teacher?, as a 
general thing, lack the elements which give success; but after 
al, it may be owing to a want of interest on the part oj 
parents. The success of male and female teachers is about 
equal The compensation is fully adequate to the services 
rendered. The condition of school-houses is not what it should 
be for the physical comfort and interest of the scholars; but as 
good as you can expect from a parsimonious people. t Tha 
grounds are very well arranged. Apparatus, there is none in 
town. The libraries are kept in comfortable order. A day is 
set to draw, but very often persons go to draw that day, and 
there will be none at home, and they have to return without a 
book. The library is the only facility the people have for 
getting books. Fines, none. Ministers and lawyera there are* 
none. Other educated men show about all the educational 
interest there is in the town. 

M. DAVIS OBR. 



VAN BTJBEN COUNTY. 

ANTWERP. 

Truth compels me to report the schools in our township not 
in a flourishing condition; and one of the principal causes, in 
my opinion, is the disqualification of teachers; and the evil is a 
growing one. The prevailing idea, that every young Miss, as 
soon as she arrives at her teens, must teach, and that the only 
obstacle to success is the passing the beard of examination, 
has a bad tendency. This carried into practice, as id the rule,. 
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our schools become a series of experiments, and poor ones at 
that Competent teachers are shelved by the competition, for 
cheap teachers are in demand. Tot correct all this lies in the 
power of the Inspectors. Let no certificate be given unless the 
candidate is fully qualified; and this means much. It is not 
simply a knowledge of books; for we often find candidates who 
can repeat, parrot like, a role or a page in grammar, but who 
have not a single idea of their own, and the thing is so because 
the book says so. We want teachers who, when a thing is 
stated, can demonstrate it, or bring the proof to substantiate 
the matter. When such only receive certificates, then only 
such will apply for schools. 

The school-houses of our town are well constructed, and in 
good condition, but deficient in illustrating apparatus. , The 
people fail generally in giving countenance to the schools. 
Libraries are generally a dead letter. Only three districts 
have purchased books this year; yet all have money standing 
to their credit Children and young persons will read, and a 
dime will buy a novel, where nothing better is offered. Our 
men of learning stand aloof, and say by their actions, our com- 
mon schools are of very common importance. Our great need 
is for a more thorough supervision of the common schools — 
some person whose duty it shall be to spend his whole time 
among them — correcting, systematizing, improving. In short, 
we want a county superintendent. 

A. G. GLIDDEN. 

BANGOR. 

I found the school in district No. 1 in a backward state. It 
has retrograded for the last four years. The house v is dilapi- 
dated, and but little interest taken in the schools by parents. 
No* 2 is about the same; the house a little log hut In No. 3 
they have a first rate school-house, and of course, a first rate 
school I have always observed the schools to correspond very 
much with the appearance of the school-houses. [That this is 
true as a rule, does not admit of a doubt] The other districts 
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.were in a new portion of the township, and not as well ad- 
vanced as the three above mentioned. 

CHARLES U. CROSS. 
Li addition to the above, the board of Inspectors recommend 
the application of 20 per cent of the two-mill tax for library 
purposes. 

, SOUTH HAVEN. 

The schools are in good condition, and improving. The 
teachers are well qualified, but ML in government in some 
cases. Our female teachers have succeeded better than males, 
generally. Their compensation has been adequate. The 
houses and grounds of two districts are good. One house is 
not finished; and in one district school is held in a rented 
house, for the present, till they shall build. We have but 
little apparatus. The conduct of scholars in school is very 
good, but bad out of school. They are very tardy in getting 
to school. The people take but very little interest in thfe 
schools. The condition of the town library is bad; many of 
the books are lost The children cannot well obtain books 
from other sources. The scholars evince quite an interest in 
reading. Biography and history are most read. The funds 
from fines are received only once in three or four years, and 
lie dormant in the treasurer's hands. The ministers pay but 
little attention to the schools, and lawyers, none; and other 
educated men are more bent on getting the "almighty dollar" 
than anything pertaining to education. 

Having had considerable experience in teaching, allow me 
to suggest, that we want a law compelling scholars to go to 
sohool regularly, as much as we want one to compel men to 
pay taxes to support schools. 

ANK ABBOR. 

As far as I have visited schools, the female teachers are 

quite as successful in teaching and governing as the males; 

and as for the qualifications of both, the township of Ann 

Arbor has no reason to complain. During the past two or 
U 
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three years, I find that the scholarship of teachers far surpasses 
that of former pears; which plainly shows the educational ad- 
vance of both schools and teachers. I am very much opposed 
to the present system of the inspection of teachers, from the 
fact that but very few are qualified for so high and important 
a duty. The advancement and education of the youth of our 
country so much depends upon the qualifications of teachers, 
I recommend county superintendents, and wholly dispense 
with township inspectors. 

The school-houses and grounds are generally good. Libra- 
ries are fair; and most of the schools have apparatus for fair 
illustrations. The interest manifested by parents and those 
whose education fits them for aiding in the advancement of 
schools, so far as I know, pay but little attention in that direc- 
jthm; seldom visiting the schools, when their presence and a 
few encouraging words would do much towards stimulating 
the learners. 

W. A. WILLAB1X 

AHN ABBOB CITY. 

The following statistics abstracted from the annual report 
of the Superintendent, will show the prosperous condition of 
the several schools for the school year just closed: 

Number. Per Cent. SeMunfcip. 

In High School, 301 92 9.4 

In Grammar School, 264 91 5-6 9.3 

In 1st Ward School, 408 81 5-6 

In 2nd Ward School, 315 85 

In 3rd and 4th Wards School 348 86 

In 5th Ward School, 184 85 

Total attendance 1820 

Nmmber of non-resident scholars, ljfcl 

In age, the 1820 enrolled scholars may be classified as 
follows: 

Between 5 and 10 years, 804 

11 10 "15 " 686 

• «• 16 « 20 » , ., 295 

Over 20 " .' 3& 
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The per centage of attendance, especially in the High and 
Grammar Schools, the Board feels assured will compare favor- 
ably -with any other school in the State; but in the Ward 
Schools there is a wide margin for improvement It is hoped 
that every department and grade will be able to report an 
increased per cent of attendance the coming year. Punctu- 
ality and regularity are virtues to be desired and applauded in 
every avocation and profession in life* and children should cer- 
tainly be taught to practice them from the day they become 
scholars until they go out from the high school, the college, or 
the university, into the avenues of business. For no trivial 
excuse should a boy or girl be permitted to be absent from his 
or her seat for a day, or tardy for a fraction of an hour, for the 
tardy ox absent scholar not only wrongs himself, but retards 
the progress of a whole class. The rules made, and sought to 
be enforced, requiring punctual and regular attendance on the 
part of scholars, are not the offspring of a desire to assume a 
control that belongs to parents, but are made with sole refer- 
ence to the best interests of scholars and schools. The Board, 
therefore, again asks the co-operation of parents 1n securing 
the highest possible standard of punctuality'and regularity. 

FREEDOM. 
# 

The condition of the schools in our township is not as flat- 
tering as might be desired; yet some improvement is being 
made in many respects. The respect shown by our people to 
our teachers generally, indicates success in their calling. We 
have some comfortable houses in our town, agreeably located. 
Our library is a tolerably well selected-one, but not very much 
read, and it seems to elicit little attention. Our people refuse 
to vote to raise more money to enlarge our collection of books. 
But few of our children have facilities for acquiring knowledge 
from other sources. Our ministers are but two, and each 
seems to be much interested in the promotion of sound learn- 
ing among the people. It may be added, that a large majority 
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•of the people in this township are Germans; which i&ay be 
assigned as a reason for our books being not more read. 

CHESTER CHURCH. 

MANCHESTER. 

The general condition of the schools is good. The teachers 
fail more from want of knowledge of human nature, than from 
lack of book learning. Female teachers succeed best in gov- 
erning school. The teachers have all received as much as 
they earned— the principal object being the money. The 
school-houses are not in good condition; though several dis- 
tricts are building new ones. The conduct of the scholars, 
like that of the teachers arid parents, is as good as can be ex* 
pected while the [we cannot decipher the next word,] rules 
the nation. The interest taken by educated men in the 
schools is not as great as it was before the war. 

SALINE. 

The schools are in a moderately healthy condition. An 
exception might be cited in the school in No. 9, which has 
proved nearly an entire failure the past two terms. Teachers 
failing in government have been employed. Some immoral 
parents who uphold their children in doing wrong, have been 
the means of reducing the health, and time of the school. The 
school in the village of Saline is worthy of a highly favorable 
report A good advance has been made under the careful and 
earnest thought and efforts of some Normal School teachers, 
who are still employed; the parents cooperating in the work 
-of reform and raising the standard of the schools. 
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GBEENFIELD. 

The condition of the schools is as good, if not better than 

the last year* The qualifications and success of teachers have 

been satisfactory. We had but two male teachers the past 

.year. They succeeded well. The balance were, females, and 
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have given good satisfaction to the districts and Visitors. "Ad- 
equacy of compensation" — we pay what we agree, and teachers 
appear satisfied. [Males, $35 55; females, $22 86.] The con- 
dition of school-houses and grounds is generally good, with* 
two or three exceptions; and two of those districts have voted 
to build new houses the coming year. More and better school 
apparatus is needed; and the board of Inspectors have re- 
commended it with much earnestness. The oonduct of scholars, 
in and* out of school, is very good generally. The interest of 
people in schools is increasing every year. The condition of 
the town library is not what the board could wish. There is* 
no convenience for keeping the books as they should be. Few 
town Olerks have room and convenience to keep cases large 
enough to hold ten or twelve hundred volumes, so that the 
reading -community can have convenient access to them. The 
children have no facilities for obtaining books from other 
sources than the town library. There is much interest mani- 
fested in reading, but it is difficult to say what character of 
matter is most read. / The funds from fines and penalties are 
used to purchase boots for the library. The " interest shown 
in education by ministers :" We have but one ; the undersigned 
Visitor. Lawyers we have none. Educated men in the town- 
ship generally manifest much interest in the schools. 

WILLIAM BROWN. 

HAMTBAMCK. • 

The condition of the schools of Hamtramck may be said to- 
be about an average of the primary schools of Michigan. The 
school-houses are not the best, however, and are not kept in 
the best state of repair. The schools have mostly been taught 
by females; generally with equal success as when taught by 
males, such as have been employed latterly with few exceptions. 
Females have been paid from $20 to $35, per month, while 
males have received from $35 to $45 per month without board. 
One district has purchased a school lot of one acre in extent;, 
but none of the school grounds are kept in good order as yet. 
Some two or three schools have partial apparatus, and all hav» 
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gtod blackboard accommodations. The people show bat little . 
* interest in the schools, as a general thing, although some few 
individuals are very zealous. The oondition of the library is 
good. Light reading is most sought for. The funds from fines, 
&&; are used exclusively for the purchase of books and book 
oases. Being situated, as is this township, so near the city of 
Detroit, the chief interest in schools and education, shown by 
ministers, lawyers^ Ao., is transferred to the various schools of 
that city; and this is, perhaps, one reason why the scholars in 
most of the schools in the township are of the lower and me- 
dium classes. Most of the higher class of scholars, or all as- 
pirants for the higher branches, find means to attend the city 
schools. 

H. W. DEABE. 

BOMULU8. 

Schools are not in a very prosperous condition in this town- 
ship. Qualifications of teachers are good. Two or three 
failed in government Comparative success of male and fe- 
male teachers, has been in favor of the latter. The condition 
of school-houses is good, with two exceptions. There is no 
apparatus in town. Conduct of scholars is good, with a few 
. exceptions. The interest of the people in the schools is not 
so good as it should be. The condition of the library is very 
good. 

SPRIKGWELLS. 

The condition of three of our schools was very good for the 
past year; the others not as good as they might be. Teachers 
in general do all they can to improve their schools, but owing 
to district officers and parents, who take little or no interest in 
the schools, the teachers' work is of but little* account. The 
main difficulty is the irregularity of attendance; which is in 
our opinion, enough to destroy any school. Books are not had 
when they are requested by teachers. The compensation to 
teachers is not enough in some districts, and the consequence 
is incompetent' teachers. School apparatus is very poor, and 
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parents cannot be made to understand its necessity. The li- 
brary is divided into five equal parts; one of which is left with 
the town Clerk, and the others, each director holds a part, 
which are exchanged every three months with the town Clerk. 
The books are very little read in some localities. The library 
funds are used as the law requires. 

MONGUAOON. 

The school-houses in districts No. 1 and 3, are in good re- 
pair. No. 2 has a good school, but no house. School is kept 
in a private dwelling. The qualifications of teachers have 
been good, and as a general thing they have been suooessfuL 
The conduct of the scholars, on the whole, has been creditable. 

' The interest of the people, we are sorry to say, is anything but 
good. The libraries are not in a healthy condition. The in- 
terest in reading is at rather a low standard. The fines are 
used for library purposes. The interest shown by ministers, 
lawyers and other educated men, in the welfare of the schools, 

\ is very defective. 
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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF CONTROL. 

2b the Superintendent of Public Instruction : 

Sir— In compliance with the requirements of law, the Board 
of Control of the State Reform School, herewith submit their 
Annual Report of the result of the year ending November 
16th, 1865. 

For a detail of the various departments of the Institution, 
your attention is most respectfully invited to the reports of the 
officers in charge, and report of progress in the same. 

We are gratified in being able to report favorably of the 
sanitary condition of the school. Very little sickness having 
occurred during the year, and but one death, and that from 
disease contracted by the deceased before being sent here. 

From the report of the Superintendent it will be seen that 
the number of inmates are steadily increasing. At the date of 
our last report, there were*217, and now 259. This rapid in- 
crease is undoubtedly owingjto a great degree to 'the peculiar 
condition of the country consequent upon the war, many fam- 
ilies being destitute of their paternal heads, the children have 
consequently been under less restraint, and more frequently 
fallen into paths of vice and crime, the result of which has 
brought them here. * 

The employment of the boys has continued much the same 
as indicated in our last report And so soon as the additional 
power and machinery, now being introduced, can be put into 
operation, we hope to have pleasant, as well as profitable em- 
ployment for all. The Farm, consisting 104 J acres, (the pur- 
chase of which was authorized by the Legislature at its last 
sessic-n,) has been- bought at a cost of $5,206 25-100, which 
with the thirty acres previously belonging to the Establishment, 
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makes 134 acres, from which we hope hereafter to obtain all 
our fue£ pasturage, hay and vegetables for the use of the In- 
stitution, beside giving plenty of oat of door employment to > 
such of the boys, as from their former habits, or constitutions, . 
are unsuited to confinement in shops. Much attention has 
been given to the planting of the various binds of fruit adapted 
to this climate and latitude — from which we hope soon to have* 
enough, not only to supply all the requirements for the inmates, . 
but a surplus for sale. 

Although many of the boys have been employed on the 
Farm the past year, no escapes have been attempted; there 
seeming to be less disposition to eseape than in former years, 
when they were more closely confined. We are still laboring 
under the same difficulty, of want of room, (only increased in 
proportion as the ratio of commitments has exceeded the dis- 
missals,) to which we so earnestly called attention in our last 
Annual Beport We have now more than one hundred (100), 
more than the buildings were designed to accommodate. The • 
moral, as well as physical welfare of the boys committed to . 
our care, demands an immediate enlargment of the building. 
The unpleasant necessity is constantly being forced upon the 
attention of the Board, that many who do not give that evi~~ 
dence of thorough reformation we oould desire, or who have 
no friend to whom we can entrust them, have to be discharged^ 
to take their chances in the battle of life, to make room for the • 
accomodation of those being sent here. . 

Thus it will be observed, there have been admitted the last 
year 95, and during the same time 53 have been released. The 
average age of those committed is 13J years; average time of 
those released is less than two years, which is much less than 
it should be, when paternal care is so much needed, and much 
shorter than would be permitted was not the room so impe- 
riously demanded by the new comers. 

At the date of our last report, we were engaged in the pros- 
ecution, as we hoped, to the successful completion of an arte- 
sian well, for ihe purpose of supplying the indispensible necesr 
. 85 
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sity of good water for the use of the Institution. This, how- 
ever, failed of suceess, owing to an accident by losing a piece of 
iron into it, which we found after repeated trials impossible io 
extricate. Having previous to this accident penetrated the 
earth to the depth of nearly 800 feet, without succeeding in 
obtaining the requisite supply, it was deemed best to abandon 
this plan; we therefore purchased a lot near the Grand River, 
about half a mile distant upon which we have secure4 a 
spring of pure water, from which we are by the help of a pump, 
driven by a steam engine, now amply supplied with this indis- 
pensible requirement both for life and health. This question 
of an ample supply of good water, has been one of the most 
formidable with which we have had to contend from the com- 
mencement of the School. 

The advance in salaries of officers and employes, to which 
your attention j^was directed last year, has been continued, 
owing to the existence of a like condition of prices of clothing 
and subsistence. 

We are well assured that no institution or corporation pays 
less, for the like amount of services here rendered, while very 
many pay much higher for less time than is required of those 
employed in this Institution. 

The report of the Treasurer will be found very full and ex- 
plicit, commencing with the daily transactions of the year, and 
enumerating various items of receipt and expenditure as far as 
reasonable limits will permit. 

By this report it will be seen that the total receipts amount 
to $44,524 94-100, of which $22,000 per annum is allowed by 
act of /last Legislature for current expenses, $14,000 for the 
liquidation of .outstanding indebtedness last year, — growing 
out of the increased prices of almost every article of consump- 
tion on account of the war; the balance consists of other 
items received for products of farm and shops, etc., etc., as 
set forth in the report referred to. 

The progress in the School Department proper, has been as 
good as in any previous year, and we are under many obliga- 
tions to those in charge of the several departments. We think 
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ourselves particularly fortunate in the selection of officers and 
employes. We cannot select any for a special commendation, 
where all have seemed to have the welfare of the Institution, 
and its continued success so fully at heart. 

It is with great pleasure that we allude to the faithfulness of 
■all officers, teachers and assistants, during the past year. They 
have labored faithfully and perseveringly for the accomplish-. 
, ment of the great end for which the Institution was founded. 

All the holidays have been observed in an appropriate man- 
ner, and spent with suitable exercises and amusements. We 
had for the 4th of July, military drills, and appropriate exer- 
pisea and the ordinary observances usual on other holiday oc- 
casions. The theory of strong looks and bars, as a reformatory 
necessity has been much' weakened since the establishment of 
this Institution. It has been the great object to exert such in- 
tfluences as to encourage Sfelf-reliance and relf-respect in the 
minds of the youth entrusted to our care, and we trust with ' 
considerable success. We have at any rate the commendation 
of those who have had the best opportunity of judging what has 
been accomplished. , 

The general conduct of the boys has been quiet and orderly, 
they have yielded a willing obedience to the rules and regula- 
tions of the School, and most of them seem to take a pride in 
their good behavior, and endeavor to win the standard of 
merit, preliminary to their dismissal 

We continue to receive cheering reports from former mem- 
<bers of the School, many of whom are occupying positions of 
honor and trust Occasionally one relapses ftito his old ways 
of sin and wickedness, but the good accomplished to the many, 
•by the labor and care expended, induces us to appeal with in- 
creased earnestness to the Legislature to place the means at 
the disposal of those in charge of the Institution for increasing 
its usefulness— by enlarging its facilities of accommodation, 
thus enabling it to maintain the character it has already earned; 
one of the noblest and most humane Institutions of the State. 

GEO. W. LEE, 
THEODORE FOSTER, 
JAS. L MEAD, 

Board of Control 
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Michigan Slate Reform School in account with fames L Mead, Treasurer: 

1864. cr. 

By cash on hand as per report Not. 17, 1864, $1,819 60 

paid bills not audited, 2,037 66 

802 06 

60 



X1UY. 
II 


26, 


II 


26, 


Dec. 


2, 


1865. 


Jan. 


13, 


March 


. 


May 


2, 


«< 


17. 


Sept 


1», 


Oct 


21, 


it 


SO, 


Not. 


4, 




«, 




11, 




16, 




1«, 




1«, 




16, 



received of Milo Baker's note, . 
" for shingle^ 



By cash received of Dr. Cong, on mortgage, . . 

44 over charged freight, 

" E. Lee, for flour, 

" S. A. Hebbard, for factory, 

11 harness for horse, 

" stone boat plank, 

J. L Mead, * 

" error, J. Robson's account, 

44 H. M. Barney, Board* . . . . 

41 . C. B. Robinson, error attests account, 

44 for old rags, 

44 for pigs, 

44 for use of barn, 

44 old iron, 



182 73 

35 

4 25 

4 29 

100 00 

2 00 

32 00 



18 00 

1 50 

47 62 

74 60 

3 00 

5 16 

6 00 

for boys' labor, .-.." 4,033 04 

appropriation for arrearages 14,000 00 

State Treasury appropriation paid, 22,000 00 



$44,624 94 



DR. 

To paid for provisions, $9,864 02 

44 "manufacturing, 3,134 15 

clothing, 2,625 96 

4 4 lights and fuel, 2,065 45 

bedding, 320 64 

14 books, stationery and printing, , 316 94 

. 44 postage, 55 91 

44 hospital, 82 29 

44 domestic help, 140 15 

4 4 night watch, 266 42 

44 "salaries' of officers, 4,635 77 

Board of Control, 348 00 

44 improvements and repairs, 1,212 85 
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To paid furniture, # $403 42 

<* farm. expenses, ...:.' 263 70 

" discharge of inmates, 369 80 

1 ' ♦♦♦incidentals, 1, 988 63 

" Cancelled Notes, Mich. In8~Bank,^rouchersin Report 

of 1864, ' 8,000 00 

To cash on hand, 000 00 

To paid bills not audited, 8,524 94 

$44,524 94 
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To the Honorable Board of Control of the Michigan State Re- 
form School: 4 

Gentlemen — The Superintendent respectfully submits the 
following report of the condition and operations of this Insti- 
tution during the year ending, Not. 16, 1865: 

TABLE L 

Shows the number of Children Committed since the Opening of the Insti- 
tution, September 2d 1856, the number in the House at the date of 
the last Report; the number Admitted and Eeleased During the Year, 
and the Present number in the School. 





No. admitted 
since open'g. 


No. in House 
Not. 16, 1864. 


No. admitted 
daring year. 


No. released 
daring year. 


Present No. 
in House. 


White Boys,. .... 
Colored Boys, . . . 
Girls, 


561 

45 

8 


200 
17 


91 
4 


49 

4 


242 
17 












Total, 


614 


217 


95 


53 


259 



No girls have been received into the Institution since the 
amendment of the law in 1861, prohibiting the courts from 



♦Includes Overseers in shops, materials, &c. , V 

••Includes three years salary of Superintendent, also the salaries of Teachers, Assistant 

Teachers , Hatron , &c . 
•••Includes freight, telegraphing, express charges, h|y, straw, oats, corn, funeral ex- 

penses, interest, exchange, soap, crockery, brooms, blacksmi thing, harness, ho. 



278 



8TAT1 BSrOBM SCHOOL. 



committing them to the school, though frequent applications 
have been made. 



TABLE IL 
Shows the counties frtm whence the Boys were received. 



COUNTIES. 



Allegan, 

Branch, 

Berrien, 

Barry, .•. — 
Calhoun, — 

Cass, 

Clinton, 

Baton, 

Gratiot, 

Genesee, ... 
Hillsdale, . . . 
Houghton, .. 

Ionia, 

Ingham, 

Jackson, . . . 
Kalamazoo, . 

Kent, 

Keweenaw, . 
Lenawee,. . . 

Lapeer, 

Iifingdton,.. 
Monroe,. ... 
Macomb, ... 
Montcalm,. . 
Marquette, . . 
Oakland, . . . 
Ottawa,. ... 
Ontonagon, . 
St. Clair, . . . 
St. Joseph,. . 
Shiawasse, . . 

Sanilac, 

Saginaw, . . . 
Tuscola, — 
Van Buren, . 
Washtenaw,. 
"Wayne, 



Total,. 



Put Year, 



3 

32 



95 



Previous 
Tears. 



8 
15 



8 

6 

. 9 

2 

11 

6 

1 

6 

21 

25 

24 

18 

"is* 

6 
7 

12 
5 
1 
1 

18 
7 
1 

16 
7 
9 
1 
3 
1 
2 

20 
194 



519 



Total. 



3 

11 

15 

2 

29 

8 

7 

11 

3 

17 

10 

1 

11 

25 

31 

26 

20 

1 

22 

7 

7 

12 

7 

1 

1 

21 

8 

1 

18 

8 

13 

1 

4 

1 

,2 

23 

226 



614 
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TABLE IH. 
Shows the Courts by which the Commitments were made. 



COURTS. 



Justices of the Peace,. 

Police Justices, 

Circuit Courts, 

Recorders' Courts, — 



Past Year. 



53 
26 
14 



Previous 
Yeari. 



264 

113 

101 

41 



ToUL 



317 

139 

115 

43 



Total,. 



95 



519 



614 



TABLE IV. 
Shows the Cause of Commitment during the year. 



CRIME. 



Petit larceny, 

Burglary and larceny, . 
Assault and battery, . . 
Malicious trespass, 
Vagrancy, 



" Total,. 



Number. 



85 
S 
3 



95 



TABLE V. 
Shows the Nativity of the Boys Received and of their Parents. 



UNITED STATES. 


Number. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


Number. 


Michigan 


46 
10 
8 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


Canada, 


9 


New York, 


Germany, 


4 


Ohio, i 


England, 


2 


Indiana, 


Ireland, 


1 


Kentucky, 


Prussia, 


1 


Illinois, 


Unknown, 


2 


Vermont, 




New Jersey, 




Pennsylvania, 




Massachusetts, 




Louisiana, 




Washington, D. C, 




Total, 


76 


Total, 


19 
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PARENTS. 



America, 

England, 

Ireland, 

Germany, 

France, 

Wales, 

Holland, 

Colored born in America, . 
Unknown,...: 



27 
9 
31 
13 
6 
1 
1 
4 
4 



Total,. 



95 



Americans, , 
Foreigners, . 

Colored, 

Unknown,. . 



27 

60 

4 
4 



TABLE VL 
Showing the ages of the Boys Committed. 



AGS. 


Number. 


AGE. 


Number. 


3even years old, 


1 
6 

4 
6 
8 


Thirteen years old, 

Fourteen " " 

Fifteen " " 

Sixteen " " 


IS 


Nine *«,*" " 


30 


Ten '~\ " " 


29 


♦Eleven i"" " 


1 


Twelve, " " 








Total, 


95 







Average age, 13 years, 2 months and 27 days. 
The oldest boys in the School are 20 years. 
The youngest boy in the House, 7 years. 
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TABLE VH. 

Shows the Domestic Condition of the Boys Previous to their Commitment, 
as given by Themselves and the Officers bringing them. 



CONDITION. 



Number who have lost their father, 

11 " " " mother, 

" " " both parents, 

" whose relations have been arrested for crime, 

" who have been drunk, 

" " " used intoxicating drinks, 

'• (( " been in jail one or more times, 

" " " " committed for theft, 

(( , " " slept out in boxes, old sheds, on steps, in lum- 
ber piles, &c, 

" "do not know whether their parents are alive or no, . 
" " have step parents, • «. 



Numbar. 



27 
15 

lr 

27 
18 
40 
75 

83 

6* 

2 
25 



TABLE VIII. 

Showing the Admission, Discharges, Number in School at the end of each 
Month, and the Average During the Tear. 



MONTHS. 







No.inSch'l 


Admitted. 


Disoh'rg'd. 


atthecloM 






of each mo. 


1 


7 


211 


12 




223 


4 


4 


223 


2 


3 


222 


10 


4 


228 


1 


6 


223 


14 


4 


233 


17 


5 


245 


2 


5 


242 


14 


4 


252 


8 


3 


257 


8 


7 


258 


2 


1 


250 


95 


53 





November, commencing 17th, 1864, 

December, 

January, s 

February, 

March, 

April, 

May,.... 

June, 

July, 

August, 

September, 

October, 

November, ending 16th, 1865, 

Total, 



Average number daring the year, 236 8-13. 

The largest number in the House at any one time, 264. 
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TABLE IX. 
Shows the disposition made of the Boys who have been Released. 



DISPOSITION. 



Numbtr. 



Number discharged as reformed, 

41 * ' to go oat or State to reside with parents, 

" granted leave of absence for one year, 

'< released to enter the army, 

" remanded to courts as improper subjects, 

' * released during pleasure of Board of Control, 

died, 



Total,. 



25 

2 
17 
2 
4 
2 
1 



53 



Average time of detention, — 1 year 11 months and 12 days. 
Nearly 170 boys who have been inmates of the School are 
known to have served in the army and navy during the late 
war. 



TABLE X. 
Showing the manner in which the Boys are now Employed. 



EMPLOYMENT. 



Weaving cane seats 

Flagging chair bottoms, 

Manufacturing chair seat frames, 

" palm leaf hats, 

Tailoring, , 

Shoemaking, 

Baking and cooking, 

Washing and ironing, 

Engineering and tiring, 

Attending dining hall, 

* c dormitories and halls, 

44 school room, 

" hospital and bath room, 

Cleaning lamps, 

Chore boy, 

Farming, 

Door-keeper, , 

Night watches, : 

Sawing, splitting and carrying in wood, . . 

Errand boy, 

Employed in Superintendent's department, 

Total 



Number. 



19 
40 
15 
30 
18 

4 

8 

7 

2 

5 

6 

3 

2 

1 . 

1 
12 

1 

3 

7 

1 

2 
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TABLE XT. 
Showing the Number of Officers and Employes in the School 



OFFICERS. 


EMPLOYES. 


Superintendent, 

Assistant Superintendent, 

Four Teachers, 

Matron, 

Chaplain, 

Physician. 


' Overseer of Tailor Shop, 
Overseer of Shoe Shop, 
Watchman, » 
Farmer and Teamster, 
Cook and Laundress, 
Three Overseers of Chair Shops. 



TABLE XH. 
Shouring Work Performed and Produce liaised by the Boys. 

TAILOR SHOP. 



Caps made forjboys, 387 



Jackets, 

Pants, 

Overalls, 

Suspenders, 

Mittens, 

Shirts, 

Collars, 



532 
595 
222 
186 
12 
808 
326 



Sheets made for boys, 210 



Pillows 



Bedticks 
Towels 

Aprons ' 

Curtains < 

Pieces repair'd ' 



8 

166 

10 

28 

18 

2 

. 10,899 



SHOE SHOP. 



Shoes made for boys, 305 

Boots " 4 

Boots and shoes repaired, . . 354 



Boots made to order, 6 

Shoes " ....... 8 

Boots and Shoes repaired, . . 11 



CHAIR SHOP. 



Chair seats matted, 17,811 

" " woven, 13,185 



Chair seat frames for mat'ng, 19,026 
Cane seat frames, 6,136 



HAT SHOP. 



An average of 25 of the smaller boys have braided 1,00$ 
palm leaf hats, and sundowns. The larger boys of this de- 
partment (consequently the most experienced workmen,) have 
been taken out from this to be placed in cane shop to make 
room for the little fellows that have come in during the year, 
making of this department a place of beginning. 

Pieces washed and ironed, — 68,875. 
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Buflhelfl of Oats, 47ft 

" Potatoes, 746 

" Onions,. 138 

" Corn, 412 

" Beets, 30 

" Carrots, 18* 

" Rata Bagas, 296 

" Apples, 16J 

" Tomatoes, 4 

" Quinces, 1 

11 Pop Corn,.... .. 13 

" Rhubarb, 2 

" Cucumbers, 3i 

" Radishes, 3* 

" Green Corn, 83 



OARDEK AND FARM. 

Bushels of Peas aftd Beans,. 17 

Onions, 64 

(( Beans, ripe, 2& 

Number of Summer Squash, 360 
11 Winter " 126 

" Cabbages, 627 

Tons of Hay, 6 

" CornStalks, 6 

Loads of » 10 

Currants, Cherries, Straw- 
berries and Asparagus for 
table uses only. 
A good yield of Broom Corn 
from i acre. 



In addition to the work persented in the' foregoing tables, 
the boys have assisted in the construction of two frame build- 
ings, — one 32 feet wide by 40 feet long, used as a store-house, 
the other 16 by 20 feet; this latter was built upon the east 
bank of Grand River, some more than half a mile west from 
the Institution, over an artesian well, which had been sunk for 
the school; being built for an engine-house, it was lined 
throughout and filled in with tan bark. 

They have also laid a water pipe (three feet under ground) 
from this building to a reservoir in the yard at the Institution; 
have excavated the earth for a cistern of a thousand barrels 
capacity, assisting the masons in its building, by performing 
the unskilled labor. - Have moved a hundred yards of earth 
from either side of the south wing of the Institution, to admit 
light and air into the new bath room, which has recently been 
fitted up in the cellar. They have done much other work in 
and around the Institution, such as baking and cooking, clean- 
ing and whitewashing, painting and glazing, and making and 
repairing walk and drives, work which adds nothing to the 
credit side of account, yet notwithstanding, is remunerative to 
the school. 

An average of twelve of the larger boys have been employed 
by the farmer on the farm and in the garden the past summer 
and autumn. Like the boys in the shops they have labored 
seven hours each day. For this kind of labor a majority of 
our boys manifest a decided fondness, and when promised a 
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half hour wi% the farmer in the yards, they will hasten off their 
shop task with as much activity and delight as though they 
were expecting a season of recreation. As a reward for good 
conduct and industry, I have permitted large numbers to g > 
out thus the past season. This practice has been so frequent, 
and extended to so many boys with such happy results, that 
I havi been led to the belief that the timfc has come when the 
family system in oonqpction with the congregated, may safely 
and profitably be introduced into this School. More earnestly 
would I advocate the trial of the system, as we are swelling in 
numbers to a fearfully large assemblage, and some provision 
must be made. Those who have had experience give their ver- 
diot in favor of the family, and say that it is not only the most 
natural condition in which to bring up a child, but that it is 
cheaper. I would therefore respectfully suggest the propriety 
of erecting one or two plain frame buildings, early in the spring 
upon the premises near the Institution, and place in each, as an . 
experiment, 25 or 30 of the smaller and best boys of the House. 
We have the timber in abundance, and plenty of help to put it 
in shape. » 

As to the health of the School permit me to say, that while we 
have not been visited with any very alarming diseases during 
the past year* and have really suffered little in comparison with 
surrounding community, yet we have not been free from malar- 
rious sickness. There has been a greater number of cases of 
chills and fevers the past year than many previous. This was 
occasioned, no doubt, partly by the excavations made in the 
yard the past season, but mostly by the deplorable bad condi- 
tion of our sewers and drains, and the miasma arising from the 
decaying of our dining room, floor and joists, and the cistern 
underneath them. To obviate'this difficulty, you have only to 
remove the causes, whicK will involve the question of only a 
lew dollars and cents. Dysentery prevailed a short time in the 
months of August and September, but was easily managed by 
our skillful physician, Dr. I. H. Bartholomew. 

Twice during the year, have obliging officials introduced 
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measles into the school, thinking, no doubt, tha%it were mare 
pleasant to give than to receive. Previous to the occupation of 
our new bath room, while the boys were wont to wash in groups 
out of troughs and dishes, we were sorely afflicted with ophthal- 
my, but since the boys have washed under running water that 
evil has entirely disappeared. 

The moral and religious instruction of the boys, wfe have 
•ever kept in mind, and to aid us in this, the development of 
their nobler natures, we have had the Sabbath School, with a 
-corps of warm hearted,, earnest and efficient teachers, ladies 
•and gentlemen from the city of Lansing, and a score of im- 
pressive lessons from eminent divines and philanthropists. 

Our Chaplain, Bev. Daniel Bums, resigned his position in 
the School on the 25th of September, to go to his new field of 
labor, to which he had been appointed by the M. E. Confer- 
ence. Since his resignation, we have had with us to conduct 
these chapel exercises the clergymen of the several churches 
of this city, and also friends from abroad, who have chanced 
to be with us on the Sabbath. We are well pleased with this 
arrangement* for in it a variety of speakers are secured. The 
appearance and voice of a stranger is ever pleasing and will 
always gain attention; atod though the speaker repeat what has 
often been said before, yet it comes to the boys like new truth, 
and makes the greater impression upon their minds. 

To the clergymen and friends who have conducted these ex- 
ercises, and to the ladies and gentlemen who have rendered 
such valuable services in our Sabbath School, we return our 
sincere thanks. Your reward is with him who has said in as 
much as ye have done it unto the least of these, my brethren, 
ye have done it unto me. We would not forget to mention 
our obligations to Miss Mary Hewett for her services at the 
organ, which through the kindness of Mr. Joseph Mills, we 
were permitted to have in our Chapel, a few months the past 
year. 

The Schools of the Institution, under the excellent manage- 
ment of our efficient teachers, Bev. H. A. Barker and his assist- 
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ants, and Miss H. S. Norton, have made praiseworthy, progress- 
the past year, a detailed statement of which yon will see in 
their reports. 

This progress, 'gentlemen, which folly equals any of our 
common schools, came not by chance nor by a simple desire of 
the heart, but it is the result of unwearied perseverance on the 
part of the teachers, who have labored day after day, six days 
in the week, fifty-two weeks in the year, to clear away the dark 
cloud x>f ignorance, and bring the boys into the sunlight of 
knowledge. 

Our School, you are well aware, like all kindred institutions, 
is made up of cast off and neglected materials; boys wha> 
on account of their turbulent spirits, and shameless indifference 
to study, have been turned from the public schools into the 
streets, and of those homeless wanderers who have become a 
a burden to themselves and to society. 

To awaken in the minds of such a love for study is a hercu- 
lean task, and can only be accomplished by the most assiduous 
labor. 

Holidays have come to be an institution with our boys, bring- 
ing joy and gladness in their turn. Of all enjoyed by the boys 
the past year, and they were many, perhaps none yielded so 
much pleasure as Christmas, on account of the evergreen trees 
which were heavily laden with more than twelve manner of 
fruits from kind relatives and friends. 

To all who have labored with me the past year, for the pro- 
motion of the present and future well being of these boys, who 
have been gathered from different parts of the State into this 
home, and to you, gentlemen of the Board, w]io have been 
watchful of every interest, I would express my heartfelt thanks. 
Hoping that our efforts the coming year may be crowned with 
greater success, and the approving smile of a kind Providence 
be burs to enjoy, this report is respectfully submitted. 

0. B. ROBINSON, 

Superintendent. 
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TXACHEBS BEPOBT* 

2b the Han. Board 0/ Control of the Michigan State Brform 
School: 

Gwtlbmen— I have the honor to submit the Annual Report 
of the School Department of this Institution, for the year end- 
ing, Not. 16th, 1865. 

There were under instruction at the commencement of the year, 217 

There have been received daring the year, 96 

Total number under instruction during the year, 312 

Of tfce ninety-five received into the School during the 
year, sixteen did not know the letters of the alphabet, sev- 
enteen could read in the Primer, thirteen in the 1st Reader, 
twenty-two in the 2d Reader, twenty-three in the 3d Reader, 
and four in the 4th Reader. Only twenty had received any 
instruction in arithmetic, of whom only two could do more 
than add small numbers, and neither of these understood the 
simple rules. Quite a number could not even count Seventy- 
five could not write, eleven oould only write their own namee, 
and nine could just manage to write their own correspondence. 

Fifty-two have been dismissed during the year, and one has 
died. Their standing in the classes when they left school was 
as follows: 

READING. 

In the class in Primer, 4 

" " 2d Reader, 7 

«« " 3d " 9 

•• " 4th " 7 

" " 5th " 2S 

Total, 53 

AEITHMETIC. 

In the class in Mental Arithmetic— Table Book, 5 

11 " " " —Progressive Primary, C 

" •« " " —Progressive Intellectual, 14 

" " Practical Arithmetic, through the simple rules, 12 

" " " " through, IS 

Total, 63 
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SPELLING. 

In 1st Spelling Class, . .< . . \ 7 

In 2d " " 18 

In3d " " ' 26 

Total in Spelling Classes, 49- 



Forty-seven could write, and eight had studied Geography*. 
Three were mentally incapable of. receiving instruction, and 
two had epileptic convulsions. Several remained in the Insti- 
tution but a short time. » 

There are at present in the Upper School Room, two hun- 
dred and five, who are classified as follows: 

READING. 

In the classreading in the Primer, 26 

44 " " " 1st Reader,... „ .. 25 

14 " " " 2d " 28 

14 •• " ■•« 3d " 24 

14 " " " 4th " 31 

" •• " " 5th " 71 



Total, 



205 



JLEITHMETIO. 

In the class in Mental Arithmetic— Table Book, 28 

41 l4 l4 —Progressive Primary 28 

41 " " —Progressive Intellectual, 61 

44 Practical Arithmetic, in simple rales, 4& 

14 " " as far as per centage, 20' 

" -" through, 25 



Total,. 



205 



SPKLLDfO. 



In 1st Spelling Class,. f. 55 



In 2d 
InSd 



.- 31 
... 72 



Total in Spelling Class, 156 

> 37 
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WR1TIMO. 

Cannot Write, ' . . . 62 

Can Write, ? 153 

Total, 205 



GEOGRAPHY. 

Oolton & Fitch's Geography, partly through, 23 

" " " . through, 20 

• Total studying Geography, .* 43 



The general exercise each day, in Arithmetic and Geography* 
has been continued through the year. 

None only those, who have had experience, can realize how 
difficult it is to advance these boys in their studies. As will be 
seen by reference to the first part of this report, their grade of 
scholarship on entering the school is very low. They are al- 
most entirely unused to an kind of mental labor: They are 
in the habit of giving loose rein to their imaginations, and of 
letting their thoughts run, without control, as fancy or passion 
may dictate. These bad habits must be overcome. A love 
for study must be implanted. And when all this is done, their 
progress, unless they are blessed with extraordinary talents, 
must necessarily be slow. Untrained and unused faculties 
cannot be made to act immediately, with either that precision 
or force, that the same faculties would have been capable of, 
had they been properly exercised and trained. And again, it 
is very, very difficult, if not impossible, to keep them from 
relapsing into their former bad habits, until their hearts are 
renewed by Divine Grace. It would therefore, I think, secure 
for them a more uniform and certain advancement in their 
studies, and make the labor of imparting instruction much 
lighter, were still more attention paid to the cultivation of the 
religious element within them, and were more direct efforts 
made to bring them to a practical knowledge of the Lord Jesus 
Christ But notwithstanding these difficulties, some progress 
has been made. We think that the school to-day stands higher 
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in point of scholarship, than it did one year ago. We hope 
and trust that this progress will continue, until the school ap- 
proaches much nearer a first class school than it does at 
present 

I would respectfully Suggest, that in my opinion, the same 
force of teachers would be much more effectual, if the school 
were graded according to the intellectual attainments of the 
pupils, instead of being as now simply divided according to 
size. 

Mr. John A. Carr, and Miss C. S. Nichols, have assisted me 
in the labors of the school room. 

LIBBABY. 

We have a Library of six hundred and ninety-three volumes, 
•composed of Histories, Biographies, Travels, Reports, and 
Miscellaneous and Religious reading. There has been no ad* 
dition of books to the Library for two years past, excepting a 
few donated by the Hon. Jno. W. Longyear. The constant 
use of the books, in the hands of thoughtless boys, has made 
it necessary to rebind a large number, which we have had done. 
The publishers of several newspapers of the State, hold us 
under obligations for copies of their papers, sent gratis to the 
School the past year. 

H. A. BARKER, 
Teacher. 



Lansing, Michigan, November 16th, 1865. 
To the Honorable Board of Control of the Michigan State Reform 

School: 

Gentlemen — The number of boys in the Primary Depart- 
ment has been increased, during the year, from forty-two to 
fifly-four. 

One has been discharged, and two have been granted " leave 
-of absence." Of those now in school, sixteen are in the First 
Reader, eight in the Second, eighteen in the Third, and twelve 
read in the History of the United States. 
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Twenty-four boy? study Geography. Three Are in Practical 
Arithmetic, seventeen in the Intellectual, eighteen in the Pro- 
gressive Primary, and sixteen in the Table Book. Thirty boys . 
write their own letters ; and the rest, excepting three or four, 
can write their names and the alphabet. 

The hours of school have been changed since last year; 
there being an hour of school in the morning and two in the 
evening, and four hoursof work in the forenoon. 

The larger boys have been placed in the chair shops, where 
they work seven hours a day; and thirty of the smaller ones 
braid palm-leaf hats. We have made during the year, one 
thousand and four. Quite a number of these were hats for 
ladies, which sold readily. For several weeks we had no palm- . 
leaf, consequently the number ' of hats is not as great as it 
otherwise would have been. 

Devotional exercises have been held in the school-room both 
morning and evening, and a portion of the Sunday School 
lesson has been learned each day. Saturday has been devoted 
to writing letters, singing, reading and studying the Bible. 

Many of the boys are fond of reading,* and it would be 
pleasant and profitable to have some new books which are easy 
and entertaining. 

Hoping that these children were benefitted by the labor of 
last year, I respectfully submit this report 

HELEN S. NOBTON. 



PHTSIOIAM S REPORT. 

To y the Honorable Board of Control of the Slate Reform School : 

Gentlemen — The boys in the Beform School have enjoyed at 
least average health during the past year. This year, as last, 
we have but one death to report : Sylvester Curtis, a colored 
boy, aged 17 years, died of dropsy, in October, 1865. 

The measles have twice been introduced into the school, by 
the arrival of new boys, but have not been more than ordina- 
rily sever* either time. * 
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I have ttfice during the year vaooinated those boys who 
seemed to require it. Too much care in this respect cannot 
be exercised- It would be well to examine every boy received, 
and if 'he does not appear "to have been already vaccinated, it 
should be immediately attended to. 

As predicted last year, a sufficient supply of good pure water 
has cured all the cases of sore eyes in the school. 

It only remains for me to advise the Board to make all ne- 
cessary improvements about the buildings requiring j£e stirring 
of the ea»rth, in the winter season. You will have more or less 
ague until this precaution is observed. 

L H. BARTHOLOMEW, 
Physician. 



EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS RECEIVED FROM BOYS DURING THE YEAR, 
AND ALSO FROM SOME OF THE GUARDIANS OF THE BOYS. 

January 12th, 1865. 
* Mr. E. — Dear S& : — I hope you will excuse me for not wri- . 
ting to you before now. It is not because I have forgotten you 
and the rest of my friends at the*sohool ; no, I think of you 
every day. It was so dark the morning I left the Institution 
that it was with difficulty that I could find the stage office, but 
I did find it, and got there in time to take the stage. We did 
not get into the city of Jackson until just before the cars started, 
which were to take me home. I had only time to get my ticket 
and a seat, when off they started. I did not find my house 
until I had gone over half the neighborhood. 

I went to work the next Monday in a clothing store, for 
$3 00 per week. My mother works in the same store. I ant 
not at work now, but attending the Seminary this winter; 
probably I shall go to work in the same plaoe next spring. ' 

I attend Church and Sabbath school every Sabbath. There 
is a fine organ in the church, which makes the building tremble 
when it is played. They sing many of the songs that you 
teach the boys. 
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I had a pleasant time Christmas and New Tear's. Hope 
yon had a fine time in the school, and the boys' stockings were 
Remembered as when I was there. 

Please give my respects to all of the officers, your family, 
and the boys. 

I am yours, respectfully, 

j. o: va» b. 



Kalamazoo, Feb'y 36, '65 
Mb. B. — Dear Sir: — I received your letter the 24th. I am 
sorry that I neglected writing to you so long. Last summer I 
got out of the right path; my mother was troubled about it, 
and wrote you a letter. I was then at work about seven miles 
in the country. I left off working for this man in November; 
he gave me the credit of being a good, faithful boy to work. 
I have been to school seven weeks, but did not like the 
school on account of so many bad boys' being in it They 
knew of my trouble, and tried to make me angry, and get into 
trouble again. Our teacher has a new rule; that is, there is 
no recess in the morning school, and. each are obliged to go 
home for their dinner; this keeps them from mingling with 
each other so much. 

During the past few weeks, I have split and piled away 7 or 
8 cords of wood, because I knew I could get work during 
vacation. L am going to try to be a better boy after this. I 
have everything at home necessary for my comfort I earned 
some money while away at work. J. B. and G. B. are well, 
and are supposed iobe doing well. My mother will write you 
soon. Goodbye. 

Your affectionate friend, 

W. B 

Pontiao, March 19th, 1865. 
Mb. B. — Dear Sir: — I arrived safely home, and found my 
folks all well and very glad to see me. I quite surprised them, 
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as they were not looking for me just jet. I found my old< 
companions in the. streets, and nearly the first salutation was 
to come in hereto a tobacco shop where they were throwing 
dice. But I told them "NOP so they understood it 
meant no. * 

I have seen Gh; he is well as far as I know anything about 
it I have no employment yet, but I expect and hope I will- 
have something to do pretty soon, as it is quite unnatural for 
me to be idle. 

I have not seen Mrs. Ballard yet, but 1 am going to, to-mor- 
row. Pontiac seems to me almost as big again as it was when 
I went away from it. I am told that W. B. has enlisted. 

I send my best respects to all the officers and boys. Mr. B., 
please answer thi| letter as soon as you get time. No more 
at present 

From your Reform School Boy, 

M. 

P. B.— Tell Mr. Barker that I will write to him in a few days. 

M. 

Nashville, March 23d, 1865. 

Mb. R — Dear Friend: — It is with great pleasure that I now 
write to you. I hope you are all well at the School, for I am 
enjoying the best of health. It is a long time since I wrote to 
you. The remembrance of the good times spent at the School, 
while under your care, tells me I ought not to have neglected 
writing so long. Although I have not written as I ought to 
have, still I have thought of you and all the good teachers of- 
the school, and the boys, and I often look back in the past, 
and with pleasing recollections think of the many happy, days 
passed at the Institution, and the good instructions received 
while I was an inmate there. I hope to see you again, if I 
live, for I do not intend to stay here longer than this summer, 
and then I shall come back to the school to visit my friends. 

My brother Barney was working here with me, but waft 
taken sick and went home. I saw Becker the other day; he 



'296 8T1T1 BSPOBK SCHOOL. 

> tells me his time will be oat in two months. He is in the 13th 
Regiment. 

Mr. R, it is getting late, and so I will olose my letter by 

saying, give my respects to Mrs. R, and all of the other dear 

friends at the School I would have mentioned more names, 

1 but I hear that some of my teachers are gone, and strangers 

Xhave taken their places. I shall expect an answer to this soon. 

Yours very respectfully, 

MICHAEL H. 



Ypstlanti, March 7, 1865. 

Mb. R. — Dear Sir;— I saw an account in the Free Press, of 
the Exhibition at the Reform School Some persons said they 
did not believe all that was in the paper* about the boys, &c; 
but I told them it was all true, for I had seen the boys on the 
stage; that I knew the boys, and what they could do. 

When yon write to me — if yon see fit to answer this— please 
tell me if my friends Johnny P., Wm. Ma, and Charlie B. are 
there yet 

I am not at work at the tailor's trade, but am learning 
another, and I think, a better one. I am getting $4 50 per 
week. I saw Godfrey a few days ago; he is at home on fur- 
lough. He thinks he "jumped out of the frying-pan into the 
fire, " when he left the School and entered the army. 

I hope this may find all well at the School. Yon will please 
give my love to all the officers and teachers, and believe me, 

Yours truly, 

F. J. VanB. 



Kalaico, March 31st, 186S. ' 

Mb. R. — Dear Sir: — I received a report of the school from 

you. They are very interesting to me. We are now making 

sugar. I have been pretty well most of the time. At the 

commencement of the school I was sick awhile with the 
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mumps, bat as soon as I got well, I commenced going to school 
I think I learned very fast last winte£ I did not pay as much 
attention to my writing as I did to my arithmetic 

Mr. Gridley told me that he was going to Lansing in a few 
weeks on some business, and that he would take me with him. 
If he does, I shall come and see you and the boys. 

Yours respectfully, 

v. h. 



Mb. H.—Dear Sir:— B. and I wrote a few lines to you last ' 
fail. We were thinking you had forgotten us, when, one eve- 
ning, your kind letter came — giving us the assurance that you 
were still thinking of us. We were very glad to get the letter, 
and hear once again from the School. ' 

I would like very much to be there this evening, and see 
the boys, and take a look at the buildings; and, more than all, 
to have a good sing with you and the boys. We have but 
very little good singing in the army. I wish you would permit 
some of the boys to copy a few of the songs we used to sing 
at the School, and you would send them to us. 

Remember me to Mrs. Hibbard — tell her I never can forget 
her, and the kindness bestowed upon me in sickness. I go in 
for the organ that you wrote to B. about, and am quite willing 
to put in my mite toward purchasing it 

N Your friend, 

C.G. 



Shebxdah's Bntorar Camp, City Point, Ya., Apr. 22, '65. 

Dbab Fbisnd E:— Plefwe excuse my familiarity, but it makes 

the same impression on my mind, when writing to you, as it 

does to my nearest friend; for, although my circumstances at 

our first and last meeting were so far different, yet I cannot 

help but look back with pleasure, when I think of you and 

the many happy hours I have passed with you in social 

pleasures, as a very familiar friend. Your welcome letter of 
38 
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the 11th reached me about an hour ago, and I hasten to reply. 
I was very happy to hear from you so soon, and to find you 
well. I hear from my home very often, and always find them 
well there. 

I think your plan of collecting a fund of one dollar from 
each boy, for the purpose of purchasing an organ for the school, 
to be a very good one, and you may rely on me for one dollar or 
more. I think an organ would be a great help to the boys. 

As far as I know of the boys in the army, they .are all welL 
I had a very pleasant chat with H. A. yesterday; he is en 
route for Washington. H. is a fine soldier, and looks robust 
and healthy. I also had a talk with J. B. Joels a tough sol- 
dier, and takes everything as it comes. He made me a present 
of a nice ring, manufactured from the fuse of a 64 pound shell, 
which the Rebs threw at our men in front of Petersburg/ 
Joe has quite a knack in making rings. He, also, is en route for 
Washington. 

I had a very pleasant time while I was home, after my dis- 
charge. My father and sisters being singers, we managed to 
pass away many evenings very pleasantly in singing together. 

I have been in the service nearly 1£ years now, and I do 
not regret it in the least. I see every day scenes that call to 
mind the teachings and advice I received at your hands, while 
a pupil at the school, and I am very thankful that I was taught 
how to avoid them, in time; for I am very positive that, if my 
circumstances in life had been different, and I had not received 
the timely warning when I did, I should have been a curse, 
and not a blessing, to those who wished for my well-doing. 

Sad indeed is the news of the loss of our President, but 
very bright otherwise. You have probably heard and read 
enough of the Sheridan Raiders; if not, some other time I 
will recount to you a few incidents that came under my notice, 
which the papers do not speak of. 

- I hope I shall soon have the pleasure of seeing you again, 
and to pass an hour or so in tuning up for lost time. Give my 
best respects to Mrs. Hibbard and Mary, and accept my best 
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wishes for yourself and Mrs. B. Also remember me to the 
boys as a true friend, whose wishes are for their best welfare; „ 
and tell them that the best way for them to see their friends 
and homes is to take heed to the good advice they receive. I 
must bid you good bye; write soon, and remember your friend,. 

BILLY. 



Newbubgh, August 5th, 1865. 
Mb, H—Dear Sir: — I think it is time, according to agree- 
ment, that I make a report of myself. I am working on a 
farm, at $16 00 per month. I worked in harvest some, and 
for that time I got $1 75 per day. I have had the ague some 
since I left the School, which I did not like much — just at the 
time when I could get such large wages. 

I am going to work with my father this winter, at his trade. - 
Please remember me to all. 

Yours, very respectfully, 

E. Van K. 

Ann Arbor, Oct 18, 1865. 
Mb. B. — Dear Sir: — I now take this opportunity to let you 
know that I am at home, and welL I have been discharged 
from the U. S. Army, and honorably, too. Brooks ran away, 
but Morgan and myself stayed our time out, and proved our- 
selves men before the world. Do you think I could get my 
bounty money now? I would like it, if possible. 

My father is dead, and I am alone in the world. I still call< 
myself, 

Your Schoolboy, 

W. H. H. 

Messrs. Mead and Foster — Qents:— As the time has com** 
for me to report to you, I do so with pleasure. 

My health is good; my occupation is farming; my residence* 
is with my grandfather; my circumstances axe «p<&» \v&\*» 
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Sunday school every Sabbath. I have been going to day 

, 8ohool until now: it is oat. 

Yours; respectfully, 

J. T. 

Bengal, Clinton Co., Oct 3d, 1865. 

Mb. R. — My Dear Friend: — I take this opportunity to write 
to you. I hope you are well. I am well and happy. I like it 
better here than I did in the Reform School. I am glad I 
came in the country. I went to Church Sunday afternoon. I . 
shall go to Church every Sunday. 

I would like to know if you put Post in Assistant Chief, in 

my place. I hope the officers and teachers are well. This is 

all I have to say. 

From your true friend, 

Sam R. 

Albion, Sept 26, 1865. 

Mb. B. — Dear Sir: — It is with the greatest pleasure that I 
write to you. I have not heard from you since I left you. 
It * would please me very much, if some of the boys would 
write to me, and tell me how they are getting along, and how 
you all are getting along — and Mrs. Hibbard also. 

How many boys are there on the Grade of Honor, how 
many are there in the School, and how many there has been 
discharged? Please write all the news— how many boys have 
enlisted since I came away. I have seen several of the boys 
since I have been out 

I am going to school at present The school will close the 
28th of this month. I expect to go to work on a farm in a 
short time, at spring work. My health has been very good all 
the winter. 

There has been a great revival in Albion; there has been 
nearly two hundred turned from their sins to Christ Thirty- 
two joined our Church Friday last Will you please send me 
a report of the School. Answer this soon, if you please. 

J.P.BL 
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Ara Arbob, Oct. 3d, 1865. 
Mb. 0. B. Robinson — Dear Sir: — I don't know as you are 
aware that I have returned from the army yet; bat I can 
cheerfully inform you that I am now discharged from the ser- 
vice of the United States. I was discharged last month, and 
now I will have to get me another place of employment; and 
I thought I would write a few lines to you, and see whether 
you could get me a place, anywhere in your*possession. 

I suppose you are aware that I lost my right arm in the ser- 
vice. I have to do my writing with my left hand. I wish, Mr. 
Robinson, that you would get me a place. The reason I write 
to you is, because you are acquainted with me, and with most 
of the men in Lansing. 

If I could get some work that I could do with one hand, I 
would not expect great wages, for there is not everything that 
I could do. I close, hoping to hear from you soon. 
I remain, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

j J. H. 

Albion, Nov. 4th, 1865. 
Mb. H—Dear Sir: — I arrived home, safe and sound, and 
found my parents welL I stayed at home pne week, and then 
I went to Detroit, to see if I could get a place there, but I did 
not, so I came to Albion, and here I got in with a farmer-— a 
man I knew before I went to the Reform School — tod now I am 
doing well 

I am well at present Please give my respects to all of the 
ladies. Tell Miss Nichols and Miss Norton that I will write to 
them in a few days; and tell Mr. Barker I will not forget him. 

Respectfully yours, 

B. E. 
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Bengal, Clinton Co., Nov. 7, 1865. 

Cephas B. Robinson, Esq. — Dear &ir:— Enclosed, I send you 
a note from Samuel Krumm, the boy I took on a ticket of 
leave. I am so far very well pleased with him, and think that 
I shall like to keep him until he is twenty-one. I think he has 
a very good disposition, and of better morals than the general 
run of boys of his age. He seems to like our family, and we 
are all pleased with him. 

The next morning after he came here, he was so happy he 
-could hardly contain himself. He was up early in the morn* 
ing, and went all over the farm, and saw every calf and colt, 
and sheep, before he ate his breakfast 

We furnish him with all the books and papers he can use, 
and I see he is much inclined to reading. Next week he will 
go to school, and if he does well, he shall never regret that he 
came here to live. 

I think it was a good exchange for me, when you took An- 
drew Nelson and gave me Samuel Krumm. I thank you for 
Hie exchange. Give my respects to your lady, and believe me, 

Truly yours, 

0. H. 

» 

Post Hospital, Wabd 7, Camp Chase, May 10th, '65. 

Mb. C. B. Robinson — Dear Sir: — It is a long time since I 
have written to any one connected with the School, and, for 
that reason, I concluded to drop a few lines to you to-day. 

I was taken prisoner the 2d day of March last, at the time 
Gen. Sheridan's cavalry were marching up the Shenandoah 
Valley, on their raid. I was captured by a squad of General 
Rosser's cavalry, while away from my command foraging — for 
we had no rations issued to us at that time — and taken to 
Staunton, Va., where I saw about 60 " Yanks, " as they call 
us. We were thoroughly searched, or I should say robbed, of 
everything— money, watches, jack-knives, and everything of 
.any value. Our blankets and overcoats were taken. We. were 
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then pat in jail, where we were kept 9 days — 63 of as all in 
one small cell — and no fire, less than 4 ounces of corn-bread, 
and no meat for rations. At the expiration of 9 days we were 
taken oat, searched again, and then marched to a place called 
a "guard-house, " which was an old log stable, where the cav- 
alry of Gen. Rosser usually kent their horses. Here we were 
kept 15 days longer, the guard allowing us the privilege of 
walking around the yard daring the day time. Here we drew 
floor and bacon for rations; apiece of fat bacon was issued 
to each mess; (we were divided in three messes, each man £ 
♦ pint of flour), averaging 3£ lbs. to each mess for one day. 

One night some of the boys broke oat and ran away, and 
stole each of them a horse, by which means they reached our 
lines, as we afterwards heard, after riding 90 miles through the 
jrebel lines. 

We were taken out the next mofning, given two days* 
rations, and told that we were going to Richmond. They 
marched us seven days on two days' rations. We took the 
cars when within 16 miles of Richmond — an old cattle train — 
reached R. about 11 o'clock at night, and were taken to Pem- 
berton Castle that night and paroled. The next morning we 
were taken to' the Libby prison, and remained there six days. 
We left Richmond for our lines the day before it was evacua- 
ted by the rebs. We were taken to Aiken's Landing, where 
our flag-of-truce boat was waiting to convey us to Annapolis, 
Md. 

As soon as we were on our boat, we got plenty of good 
bread, meat and coffee, and blankets were issued to us also. 

At Annapolis we were fitted out with a new suit of blue, 
and drew our ration money, and the western troops took the 
oars for Camp Chase. I was immediately placed in hospital, 
where I have ever since been. I was a hard looking specimen, 
but now I am getting better, and shall soon be discharged 
from the service. 

This is about all; please to write and answer this, and let 
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me know how things are, and how many boys there are in the 
School that remember their former school-mate, 

T. 
P. S. — Morris Hobbs is nurse in this Hosp tal, Ward 8. 

T. 



Mabshall, July 25th, 1865. 
Ujl B. — Dear Sir:— You will excuse me for not writing to 
you sooner, for my time has been spent visiting my friends and 
relations. 

My people were very glad to see me; they think I haye 
grown a great deal since I left home. I found my father quite 
out of health; he has the dropsy. I expect to go to work 
to-morrow at the depot I am going to board at home. 

Please tell Mr. King that I think of him often. My father 
wishes to add a line, and I will close by saying good bye. 

Yours respectfully, 

0. U. 



Mb. R.— lam very much obliged to you for your kindness 
to my son. He comes home to us a fine looking boy, and to 
all appearances, a reformed young man. I am going to look 
after his future welfare. I hope he will long remember the 
lesson this has been, and the good adrioe he has received at 
the Reform School. 

Respectfully, your friend, 

E.U. 



Camp 20th Mich. Vol. Infantry, 
Near Washington, ^lay 14, 1865. 
Mb. R. — Dear Sir:— I thought that I would write you a few 
lines, hoping to find you in good health, as it leaves me at the 
present. 4 
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Mr. Robinson, I will make myself so bold as to ask you if 
yon will permit me to come and visit the school on the 4th of 
July, if I get home, which I think I shall? 

Mr. Robinson, I hope you don't harbor up any hard feelings 
towards me, for coming home at the time I did, for I have 
Men sorry since. But, Mr. Robinson, if yon want to find out 
anything of my character since I have been a soldier, please 
apply to Lieut. Morehouse, of Lansing, or his brother Stephen, 
or H. Hudson, or of any of the boys of Oo. A, of my regiment, 
and they will tell you that I never disgraced myself in a bat- 
tle, or in camp, in any way, shape or manner; and I beg of 
you to allow me to visit the School on the 4th of July, and I 
will make the boys a present of $5 00 worth of fire-crackers. 

Mr. Robinson, please give my best respects to all the boys; 
also, to your family, and Mrs. Hibbard, and Mr. Jordon, or any 
inquiring friends. 

Mr. Robinson, please answer this, and tell me if you trill 
allow me to visit you. I will make no disturbance, nor do 
anything wrong while in the School I remain, as ever, 

Tour obedient servant, 

H.A.. 
Oo. K., 20th Mich. Volunteers. 

This boy, after enlisting, became homesick, and in spite of 
his pride and self respect, deserted and came back to the 
School, and while here was captured and afterwards returned 
to his regiment; but, as he says, after this home-love wore 
away, he was faithful and true to the flag and his country. I 
have spoken to the gentlemen referred to, and they tell me 
the same. 

39 . 
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SCHOOL INSPECTOBS^BEPOETS 

BY COUNTIES, FOR THE YEAR 1866. 



ABSTRACTS OF THE REPORTS. 



The present Annual Report of the Superintendent of Publio 
Instruction, has been delayed an unusual length of time in the 
hands of the printers; daring which time scattering reports, 
months behind their time, have continued to reach the Super- 
intendent's office, and are included in the following abstracts 
of the Inspectors' reports. A considerable enlargement is 
thus made of the statistics given on pages 86 and 37 of this 
report. 

The whole number of children repoited in 1864, was 281,167 
The number thus far reported for 1865, is 298,607; making the 
increase during the year, 17,440. Several districts, and two 
townships in Delta county, reported in 1864, are not in the 
reports of 1865. The failure of any reports from Delta county 
makes the number of counties one less than in 1864. Oakland 
county shows a loss of 245 eHildren; but several districts are 
yet unreported— probably enough to ^overcome this Ion. 
There axe always a few districts that fail to be reported, and 
it is believed that as they now stand, those of 1865 will about 
equally balance those of 1864; and thai the gain shown— 
17,440— is just about the actual increase of * the year 1865. ' 
The increase in the past five years, is 51,928. This indicates 
with tolerable certainty, an increase of population in that 
time, of about 156,000. The increase in 1865 exceeds any 
former year of our history. The .nearest approach to it Was 
in 1865, viz: 14,721. 

The following table exhibits, the number of children! and 
the increase, reported in each year from 1838; the first year 
of which we can find any records. The increase in 1839 — 
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16,520— was doubtless to a large extent, made up of new dis- 
. tricts where the children were already residing, and therefore 
does not prove a proportional increase of population. The 
increase of 1840— 17,000-ris unquestionably an error; as the 
next year shows a loss of 1,751; which no one will believe. 
Probably! by some error in printing the report of 1840, the 
number is made at least 8,000 too large; which, if so, makes 
the increase of 1841 appear that number too smalL We may 
presume that the actual increase from 1838 to 1843, of children 
from five to seventeen years of age, was not over eight 
thousand per annum. In 1843 the ages were changed to four 
to eighteen years, by which the number was enlarged, and an 
increase .shown, of nearly twelve thousand. In 1861%he ages 
ware again changed to five to twenty; but the difference in the 
number of those from four to eighteen and five to twenty is 
Tery slight: 
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In the column of increase in the Abstracts, the numbers 
marked by a star are decrease; but in all or nearly all, the de- 
crease is only because more or less districts are not reported 
which were reported the previous year. 
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The following is a summary of the items indicated, as 
reported by the Inspectors: 

Number of volumes added to town libraries during the year, . 1,75$ 

" " in town libraries, 68,655 

" teachers examined, 7,199 

" certificates granted, — 6,429 

" meetings held by Inspectors, 3,004 

* ' districts in which all the schools were visited, 323 

" private schools reported, 175 

" pupils in the same, 6,276 

Amount of two-mft tax, * $ 284,535 61 

" voted at spring election for libraries, 1,389 90 

" received from fines, (partially reported,) 10,621 35 

" paid for books for town libraries, 2,136 55 

" paid or due for visiting schools, 2,812 50 

" paid or due boards of Inspectors, 6,744 69 



m 



ABSTRACT OF SCHOOL INSPEOTOBS 



COVNXIH. 

1 


! 


3 

M 

h 
a 

Q 

IS 


IS 

St* 

£&9 


II 

i3 * 


H 

Mm 

31 

. a 


o m 1 

111 


21 
If 

u 


1* 

n 
I! 

•3-) 


1 

si 


B 

i 
14 


I 

& 

w 

D 




1 


1 


H 


J,S5 


*1 ** 


o — ■ 


f 


"2 


i 


AUegnn, 


94 


140 


7,270 


864 


5 Mfl 


100 


6.7 


6 


2578 


140,102 


8 


Alpffn* 


1 


1 


160 


«23 


116 




8 


*"■* 




1,000 


.... 


Antrim,, 


3 


2 


02 


82 


62 


t 


6 


30 


276 


.... 


Barrj, 


10 


W* 


8,001 


403 


6,030 


211 


6.3 


23 


2,12i 


32,566 


2 


&y T 



20 


13 
138 


1J40 
13,024 


317 
749 


1,100 
7,775 


12 
244 


6.6 
6.4 


'"« 


'8,830 


4 088 
93.724 


1 


BefrLeoj,,.... 


4 


Branoh, ...,,. 


17 


128 


8,080 


201 


7 r 347 


239 


t 


4 


2 134 


87 ,732 


3 


CfeUiOUQ,. 


22 


160 


10, «8 


72 


S ,689 


280 


7.2 


37 


6,638 


107.963 


3 


Cue .,. 


16 

1 
2 


112 

1 
8 


6,366 
148 
437 


263 

• 20 

19 


9,848 
01 

155 


216 

10 

6 


6.8 
4.7 
8.8 


289 


4.572 


60 ,359 

634 

1.800 


4 


Clielwygno, „. 
Chlppowa,...,, 






1ST 


■•■* 


C'Sintm. ,.,.... 


10 


124 


8,119 


674 


4.877 


180 





1 


2,422 


S8,T46 


% 


EkUiu, 


16 


132 


3,743 


429 


5,881 


221 


6.2 


6 


1,927 


39,298 


6 


Emniflt, 


1 


1 


83 


14 


82 


1 


3 




21 


28 


... . 


fifflWW, 


10 


166 


8,703 


673 


7,11* 


273 


6 


26 


2,706 


69.821 


5 


Gr. Travel**,, 


5 


S 


aos 


18 


515 


10 


6.6 




63 


2.630 




GralJot, 


10 


2.606 


407 


2 083 


106 


5.2 




338 


10,860 




IB 


166 


10,279 


371 


8,033 


307 


7.1 


11 


2,013 


T7 366 


a 


Houghtun,..., 


4 


e 


2.405 


768 


1.660 


11 


8.4 


24 


381 


2T,6S0 


2 


Huron, ..,,... 


14 


21 


1,342 


06 


880 


A 


! 4.6 




122 


3,935 


...a 


Ingham, ...... 


17 


120 


3 811 


660 


6,600 


6.8 


11 


1.938 


46,307 


1 


Ionia, ........ 


IB 


191 


7.456 


807 


111 


247 


0.8 




423 


40,998 


5 


1 OK o. ♦ .„.... 

IsnWln, 

Jaokion, 

Kaljirnaxoo,, . . 


1 


2 


37 


82 


2S 


3 


2,4 


3 


3 






1 

23 


16 
1*3 


644 
0.348 


10T 
183 


301 
7,579 


10 
890 


4.4 

7,1 






1,763 

104.983 




£2 


MM 


ft 


1ft 


182 


9,283 


16D 


7,643! 


188 


7 


175 


3,621 


106.306 


2 


Kent, .. 


2$ 


183 


11JJ67 


1.209 


10,100 


216" 


6.7 


2H 


2,060 


72,403 


6 


KOWClMinW , . . , 


4 





1.4*2 


885 


818 


7 


8.9 


66 


401 


11,027 




Lapeer ,.. 


11 


112 


6,034 


19B 


4,792 


178 


8.1 


62 


1,102 


27,420 


1 


Lacl&uaw | , . . ♦ 


21 


12 

V," 


637 
11.001 


07 
317 


370 
11,138 


16 
360 


4 
7.1 






2,176 
166,378 




Lenawee,,,... 


62 


5.438 


8 


Livingston r M 


IB 


120 


8,203 


128 


6,227 


261 


3.9 


23 


1,443 


38,060 


3 


Vtckinnc, 


a 


4 


604 


•24 


254 




4.8 




....JL 


1,300 


• 


Uacomb, ..... 


14 


112 


8,790 


273 


6,102 


243 


7.1 


4 


1,636 


64,754 


7 


ManlfttO, 


a 


8 


484 


143 


327 


17 


6.9 




1T5 


1,925 


.... 


Jlulloa 


1 


8 


341 


*99 


134 


28 


4 


23 


206 


776 




Ifarquetle, .. , 


a 

8 

| 
9 


7 

8 

10 

8 

4 


1,141 
208 
402 
165 
362 


180 
154 
113 
84 
32 


723 
137 
303 
90 
201 


14 
3 

21 


0.1 
3 

3 
7.7 






10,900 
717 

3.315 

700 

2,720 


2 


Uncoil, ,,..,,, 








HoCOflta, ...... 








Heoomine*,.,. 








llliUand, 




606 




Monroe. ...... 

Hon teal in,.... 


Ifi 


ua 


8.619 


99 


8,831 


136 


6.7 


214 


2,176 


63,733 


4 


irt 


61* 


2,282 


231 


1,873 


73 


6.8 


m 


336 


11,710 


1 


lluikagaa, ... 





37 


1,338 


823 


1,287 


81 


4 fl 


31 


199 


13,036 


I 


Newaygo, .... 





85 


1,240 


01 


001 


50 


6.1 




563 


3.046 


1 


Oakland ,.»/... 


26 


222 


12,632 


•246 


10,821 


850 


T.4 


40 


4,643 


86.860 


« 


Oceana, ...... 


1 


20 


327 


213 


028 




5 




■ 77 


5,860 




Ontonagon,.., 


6 


8 


1,530 


242 


910 


31 


7.8 


..*. ■■ 


1,467 


7.075 


1 


Ottawa , 


16 


US 


6,836 


476 


4,364 


161 


6.8 




1.100 


23 000 


4 


fiaglnnw, 


23 


ST 


7,888 


1,272 


4 ;■* 


100 


0.3 


36 


2,068 


63.306 


S 


Ban Uac,. ...... 


IS 


n 


3.644 


304 


2,667 


130 


4.9 


23 


630 


12.202 


ft 


SbUwauoe,... 


IT 


Mfl 


MB 


377 


4.350 


236 


6.0 


84 


1,086 


40.171 


9 


ft Cl»lr 


23 


136 


11.292 


258 


7,780 


243 


6.2 


21 


2.83S 


63.304 


4 


Bt, Joaepb, ... 


IB 


114 


7,088 


11 


3,668 


190 


7.4 


9 


2,073 


73,802 





Tuicftln .. 


19 


'70 


2,604 


236 


2,138 


37 


6.7 


101 


727 


15,063 


1 


Van Buron T ... 


IS 


l*<> 


7,358 


648 


3,020 


220 


6.1 


23 


3,033 


£0 230 


ft 


Washtenaw , , , 


22 


154 


12,120 


114 


10.343 


635 


73 





2,853 


202,646 


6 


Wayne,.,.,,.. 


10 


137 


20,766 


2,428 


1TJ11 


203 


71 


3 669 


13,603 


238028 


C 


Totalis.... 


718 


4474 


293,307 


17,440 


2£8 ; 329 


7,828 


0.2 


5,109 


95,677, 


2365982 


136 
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REPORTS, B¥ COUNTIES, FOR 1865. 



Co ranis 



Is 

ij 



AlpSM, |.,« # *4**i 

Antrim, ..♦«...,, 

Bwrr 

Jfe - 

Berrien , .,......„. 

Branch .,. t 

Calhoun, „„ i 

Gtes...... 

Chf-hi-.y^nn .. 

Chippewa, 

CUQtOU, .......... 

iJilt'U. 

Emmet, ......... 

Genesee, «..„..., 
Grand Traverse, .. 
Grtitiot, 

Hillsdale, j 

Hough tou ,,,.,..,. 

Huron , 

Idtkua , 

S»*r» «S 



Isabel!*,, 



Snt, , 

Siwfflpsw ,, 

******, 

JjnaiAjukw ^ ....... 

Lemwae, 

Livingston,. , 

Mackinaw .*, 

Macomb, .«...,.„ 
Mnn=ue,...,,,,, 
Usnltou , . . . ..„,, 
Maz-qaelte, 



lieooqta, . . . 
lf«&«mloee, 
HldLand, ... 
Monroe , .... 
MODte&lm,.. 
VDBkL'Kon,. . 

85E£:: 



Ontonagon, , 
tntawa...... 

Sftflniw,. . 



St. Clair,, 

St. Joseph, .. 
Tuaeoln,,..,, 
"Van Buren,.. 
Wsahtensw, . 
Wayne, 



Total, 11326 7460 



*1 



227 

1 

3 

218 

19 

S46 

221 

27* 

iWti 

1 

3 
1^9 
223 
1 
261 
24 
IOC 

2 b* 

16 
94 
ail 

227 
2 

V4 

Sffl 

250 

324 
C 

185 

13 

,356 

209 
3 

103 
I 
ft 
? 

2T 

4 
9 

vjii 
300 
57 
47 
348 
53 
10 
132 
141 
84 

ir*7 

210 
1M 

107 

2^3 

2T'rt 
212 



f v 

u 

II 
I 1 



e 






70 
29.Q 

133.8 

147.J 

£20,* use 
115.3! 

7 

4 



3 £ 

J| 

ft* 

|| 



*J7 
60 
1 
33 
7 65 
S 4.) 



T&5. 

a 

12 
727 . 

H 
B&T. 
897 r 3 40 



100.1 



ieo.0 

14.6 
10 

229.1 

12.5 

i 

03.3 
122,2 



3 

210.7 

100.2 

200.3 

40. 5 

88 

10 

816.2 

1T2.C 



183.6 

IT 

6 

as 

8 



2 

le 

697 

704 

3 

064 

70 

53S 

1751 

103 

i 89 

812 

780 

2 

67 

1053 

10§4 

1283 

35 

653 

44 

14*6 

723 

10 

708 

25 

I 

40 

26 

78 

10 

SO 

710 

325 

140 

153 



ft.5 
113.2 
IK 5 
30.5 
17.3 

381.4 1411 
IT OT 
31,3 70 

167,8 500 
73 551. 
87. T 301, 
72,6 653. 

100.5 640, 
215 2 305 

24 351. 
70 780. 

250.6 1283. 
302 1400. 



P 



£6 



$15 Tl 

25 00 
IT 44 

14 SO 

25 78 
10 20 
10 00 

19 02 
IT 70 

20 00 

32 DO 

13 &6 

14 1L 
13 07 
10 83 

15 38 

13 64 

15 20 
48 83 
SO 80 

14 07 

15 61 
20 15 

35 14 44 

17 

16 63 
10 00 
44 09 
13 01 

16 53 

18 11 

12 04 

33 00 
10 76 
82 07 

20 S3 
40 11 
10 20 
10 43 
23 00 
31 21 
15 77 

13 66 

21 Crt 
10 08 
15 73 

15 72 
37 S3 

17 28 
21 07 

16 01 

15 12 

16 75 

17 02 
13 45 
U S2 
20 36 
28 13 



5 

■J 

El 

E 



|2,040 
300 



2,662 
1,055 
6,089 
5,031 
8,852 
505 
200 
200 
2,428 
3,813 



5 m 
II 



PS 



6,342 
'684 
506 

8,306 
344 



4,504 



264 
9. 509 
6472 
8,285 
3,390 
3,280 

274 

11,047 

5,350 

512 
5.357 

510 

160 

3,051 

06 



4,427 

717 

1,448 

1,QS6 

13,723 

447 

3,107 

6,042 

3.08T 

1345 

3,121 

4,881 

0,458 

940 

3 ; 361 

12.271 

10,059 



$12,625 49 

50 00 

213 00! 

10,81 T 79. 

2.100 00 

18,333 40 

14,411 88 

22,101 94 

11,785 50 

60 00 

506 00 

9,744 54 

11,280 60 

35 00 [ 

10,240 63 

1.213 03- 

4,686 41 

IT ,606 06 

5,049 00 

1,340 21 

11,441 83 

12 r 134 63 

43 76 

835 00 

18.622 21 

17,620 70 

25.644 25 

i;583 92 

8,405 99 

688 67 

26,001 T2 

0,427 09 

383 00 

12,889 1-1 

939 95 

176 00 

1,965 34 

490 60 

1,200 95 

308 00 

930 60 

11,34ft 4-6 

4,444 68 

3 r 140 25 

2.4T2 35 

22,210 10 

1 548 67 

2,873 30 

3,766 22 

II 014 OH 

4.704 22 

O h 884 77 

14,080 43 

14 193 07 

4,729 38 

12,130 63 

20,116 09 

41.035 08 



6049 29040 HI 77 H7 64 210,001 Bll 509*349 74 

40 



i 



i 



12,482 98 



40 60 
2 t T50 76 
103 00 
2,480 00 
2,310 50 
3,076 50 
1,002 80 



2,543 60 
2,647 70 



2,617 50 

402 00 

1,617 60 

3,081 00 

90 00 

429 25 

2,470 50 

1,000 25 



63 00 
£.292 25 
2,790 36 
4,407 60 



2,72»0O 
226 00 

3.437 GO-- 

1,713 00 
180 00 

1,0^00 
160 00 
110 00 

oooo 



118 00 

132 00 

130 00 

865 76 

813 60- 

060 00 

440 60/ 

2,849 50 

451 76 

90 00 

2,207 68 

1,980 10 

1,356 10 

1,382 00 

2,030 3T 

1.026 00 

1,22150 

1,720 50 

2.674 25 

1 434 60 



77,213 21 



814 



FINANCIAL REPORT— Receipts. 



Gotohm. 

t 


If 


M 


r 

£ 


1 

i 


1 


AUfgia 


12,9*4 08 

78 00 

78 21 

1,188 18 

107 26 
2,817 08 
2,848 05 
3386 86 
2.484 66 

70 82 

18 80 

1,620 58 

2,000 28 

680 

2488 86 

444 88 
1.460 6S 
6,104 88 
732120 

608 25 
1408 88 
2,148 81 

11216 

188 78 
1,604 80 
6,270 66 
4370 05 

01180 
1428 88 

604 82 
8,008 88 

02184 

18162 
4468 68 
1,642 84 

108 08 
1,860 40 

127 10 

688 10 

800 01 

1402 88 

2.568 00 

1,860 52 

1,075 48 

566 01 

8420 88 

580 72 

1,488 88 

1,678 87 

8,214 60 

2,460 67 

1360 02 

8,066 68 

2,880 02 

2,177 80 

2,488 80 

4308 78 

28,776 00 


0330000 

802 62 

887 04 

8308 67 

2388 87 

8347 11 

737148 

0345 62 

6,786 00 

66 47 

247 84 

4368 86 

6,064 07 

028 

7388 75 

006 86 
1378 76 

11326 18 
8,746 68 

007 77 
6,02418 
7366 68 


$8,866 88 

60 62 

24 00 

2,772 24 

716 20 

7348 67 

8,677 81 

4,87184 

3,000 51 

60 06 

214 44 

2,776 18 

2,030 82 

488 27 
1378 88 
6346 86 

' 686 70 
2836 18 
830174 


$131401 


$18*1$ 


▲lptBA, 

1b trim. ..r- 








Bfcrry. . 


8X128 41 

40 00 

23*0 28 

8320 42 

4,170 68 

8,186 66 

16 20 


171% 60 


S7.'... .... 


8 0* 


£?&,.:: 


448 25 


Branch/ • 


46160 


Galboua, 


676 98 


tinm ,,'..„, 


$28 64 










Git* ton. . t -tt »♦ 


234164 

8,180 11 

""tjui'r! 

402 72 
604 42 

4360 84 
86 21 

227 88 
2.660 82 
2326 74 


US 7* 


laton ' 


676 64 


iBIVMt,.. ....... r, 




flanatM, 


"m. a 


Chart Travana, 

Chattel, 


16 48 
40 SL 


Hlltotftf*, 


86$$T 


HoochtOB • 




Huron. 




tartan 


140 81 


fSC?.':.............. 


88$ $4 


loaool 




iMbfti)*, -••- •••••-<< 


560 06 
0,482 18 
0,886 54 

12382 68 

2,473 06 

4346 88 

80188 

10,710 08 

5,08100 

883 61 

10,616 72 

614 81 

114 70 

3,862 72 

88 42 

1360 64 

266 80 

1320 87 

7,886 86 

2308 80 

1368 77 

1,222 68 

18 510 03 

870 16 

2326 62 

3,867 74 

4,414 81 

2,608 86 

4,128 87 

6,787 47 

11 570 16 

2382 20 

6.260 66 

17388 00 

0,607 78 


110 44 
4316 66 
4340 87 
6,403 70 

400 73 
2,766 64 

270 82 

636122 

> 8316 78 

800 00 

2322 06 

80 64 

214 08 

146 86 
768 

188 60 
67 70 

126 18 
3361 71 

00162 

086 04 

408 76 
6,040 00 

106 88 

807 14 
.2,640 08 
8,070 63 
1316 87 
2301 86 
4368 62 
8,712 68 
1366 26 
8360 88 
6,442 78 
183*0*4 


114 00 
2367 68 
8300 46 

4346 76 
268 74 

1,426 06 
81107 

4377 57 

3,866*44 
16^29 

2,472 76 
210 40 


14 01 


Jw*wmi....,,r..,,., - 


060 08 




600 08 


K«a»t,....:.... 

Xtweanaw, 

Lamar 


1383 28 
6*60 

260 68 


lAtlanaw, . , 


066 


Lanawea,'... 

Lhingston. 


1416 1* 

iMSO 


Mackinac, 


60 


Macomb .'. 


816 20 


Manlatoftj 




Manttou 




Mar^nati*. 






Manon. 


200 86 
173 14 

17*78 

1,611 21 

1,080 80 

48144 

. 461 88 

. 4,872 08 

\ 874 88 

106 08 

2388 16 

004 00 

00*08 

1,616 16 

1,816 26 

2340 68 

678 46 

2,044 22 

3,887 47 

4,430 16 




Maooftta, 


1* 88 


Mfcnominaa. •••• * 




Midland, ..'...,., r 




Monro*, 

Montcalm, „, 


170 85 
$102 




04 02 


■■""•""j 

XOWITCO 


74 04 


SSSSJ;....:...!;:... 


060 06 


Ootana, , a .tT--ii 


16 06 






6Uawa7...... 


280 61 




161 06 


0fmf1iM? l ,..-T 


100 64 




080 72 


84. Clair. 


100 00 


St.Joaeph, 

Tuscola, 

Van Baron,.... 

Washtenaw 

Warn*. 


060 80 

0106 

710 72 

$300 00 

404 01 






Mai. 


0142388 52 


$281,770 74 


$187354 02 


$00,664 Oo! 


$10470 00 



AB8TBACT8. 



816 



FINANCIAL REPORT.— R.0KIPT8. 



Coronas. 



Alpena,.. 
Antrim, . 
Barry,... 



Berrien, . 
Branch, . 
Calhoun,. 



Cheboygan , . 
Chippewa, . . 
Clinton, .... 



teinet, 



Grand TraTene, .... 

• Gratiot, 

HUtodale, 

Henghton, 

Huron, 1. 

Infkant, ,. 

Ionia, 



Isabella,'. 
Jackson, 



Kent, 

Keweenaw, . 

• Lapeer, 

Leelanaw, . . 
Lenawee,... 
Lhringiton,. 
Mackinac,.. 
Macomb, ... 
Maniatee,... 
Maaitou,.... 
Marquette, . 



Mecosta,.,.. 
Menominee,., 

Midland, 

Monroe, 

Montcalm,... 
Mnskegon,.., 
Newaygo. ... 
Oakland,..., 



Ontonagon, . 
Ottawa,.... 

Saginaw,. . . . 



flhiawatsee,.. 
St.dair...... 

fit. Joseph,... 
Tuscola, ..... 

Yen Bar en, .. 
Washtenaw, . 
Wayne, 



$S ,018 84 



3,807 89 
882 50 
8,898 46 
6,80ft 67 
9,614 57 
2,936 88 
120 00 



1,685 84 
1,457 69 



5,266 06 

168 25 

1,48141 

4,902 92 

68400 

168 00 

2,808 03 

2,799 90 



872 00 
2,86810 
6,418 41 
6,07140 
2,125 00 
1322 80 



8,687 63 
78126 



1,586 79 
882 00 



2329 22 

50 00 
296 88 



662 47 
896 00 
1,907 
1,066 00 
6,804 89 
217 00 
2,097 00 
5^72 82 
4,897 58 
1,085 12 
2,198 88 
6,867 82 
8485 91 
1818 60 
2,888 59 
9,588 66 
88,599 47 



Total $178489 84) 8895,769 49 



I 



i 



86,004 84 
25000 



2,105 09 

825 00 

8,095 02 

5,226 84 

8,998 77 

6.785 46 
820 00 

10 00 
4,619 80 

2.786 62 



4,09120 

188 50 

1,698 87 

6,787 87 

11,096 09 

610 78 

4,066 44 

8,216 04 

50 00 

746 50 

15,602 21 

14,494 49 

22,6a 83 

1,810 86 

8,055 87 

220 00 

12,289 18 

1,626 88 

100 00 

8,676 77 

826 00 



8,085 00 

200 00 

669 87 

300 00 

465 00 

2^84 77 

1455 48 

2,664 17 

898 47 

4446 95 

1368 98 

650 15 

5302 82 

28,174 04 

1305 84 

6496 18 

8390 14 

7,441 17 

13*48 

6366 68 

15394 07 

48396 82 



a 



$78 27 



110 19 
"47* 89 



77 61 
814 08 



288 

22 42 



22 97 



480 
16 00 
207 74 
64 00 
24 57 



25 25 

694 61 
8100 

164 08 
9198 



28797 
28 49 
200 
85 84 
10 90 



240 00 

106 68 
82 66 
82 65 

150 27 

70 

276 45 

14 86 

897 42 

107 52 
64 

148 16 
14186 



244 96 

62 82 

6,082 09. 



$16387 76 



II 



$1,780 86 



48 00 
1,928 41 
878 14 
2,869 19 
1,281 61 
8368 40 
2,796 06 



406 02 

98188 

1379 84 



2388 99 

184 86 

628 21 

1,648 90 

11,040 70 

176 44 

1300 70 

2,66L58 



164 86 
1370 80 

847 91 
2.506 05 

662 40 
1,075 93 

116 28 
6.268 86 

726 07 

48 68 

1349 06 

1449 00 



900 00 
677 00 
28 90 



86181 
3341 61 
1476 89 
1368 18 

605 76 
1,964 84 

262 18 
1,186 70 

606 07 
6,686 00 

477 08 
614 68 
2107 02 
1.249 87 
290 85 
2309 28 
1248 86 
6486 48 



$84365 48 






$24346 21 

778 04 

680 25 

17392 63 

6356 88 

42,616 29 

81360 88 

46316 14 

26365 84 

652 88 

886 00 

18397 40 

8O37442 

15 15 

29J06 83 

2,75182 

8398 69 

40,704 80 

84,80188 

8326 66 

19,707 89 

24458 84 

162 16 

2478 08 

40314 78 

47310 67 

69329 98 

8368 66 

173T7 11 

1,781 28 

66319 94 

17362 79 

1490 06 

81488 68 

434209 

482 90 

10312 70 

1345 16 

848128 

131$ 10 

8388 64 
28304 62 

8300 T4 
10,412 84 

6J67 84 
47,192 93 

8,92165 

9,062 57 
21 360 88 
66377 81 
10329 96 
20388 63 
28308 02 
88,806 26 
10,168 87 
27,466 60 
60379 89 
148,799 10 



$13423*8 34 



